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Senator is saying has been established;
it is what the CBO has told us will
bring in savings on our budget deficit.
Taxpayers have a reason to celebrate
the enactment of the Affordable Care
Act.

There is one other reason to cele-
brate the year’s anniversary of the en-
actment of this legislation. Let me
give one more example. A couple of
weeks ago I was at the Greater Baden
Health Center located about 7 or 8
miles from where we are today. They
are doing something about the infant
mortality rate in our community. We
have too high of an infant mortality
rate because of low birth weight babies.
Some do not survive and become part
of our infant mortality numbers in
America where we are much higher
than we should be. Others survive and
have complications that need to be ad-
dressed by our health care system,
making it challenging for the infant
and expensive for our society.

At the Greater Baden Health Center,
they are doing something about that
situation. They are expanding their
qualified health center to include pre-
natal care so pregnant women can get
the type of attention they need to have
healthy babies. That money comes
from the Affordable Care Act because
of the expansion of our qualified health
centers.

We all celebrate what we are able to
accomplish. It will keep our children
healthier and save us money and have
less use of the emergency rooms by ex-
panding care at our qualified centers.

Madam President, if you are con-
cerned about health disparities in
America—and you have reason to be—
minorities are two times more likely
to suffer from diabetes and 33 percent
more likely to die from heart disease.
In the African-American community,
the infant mortality rate is 2.3 times
higher than the White community.
When we look at the number of people
who have access to health care and
health insurance, the minority popu-
lation represents one-third. Yet they
are one-half of the people who do not
have health insurance.

I think we all agree that we need to
do something about that situation.
That is not right in our sense of fair-
ness. But let me give one more reason
it will save us money.

A study done at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity and the University of Maryland
points out that we can save $260 billion
in excess direct medical care costs if
we can deal with the minority health
disparities. We had done something
about that in the Affordable Care Act.
An amendment that I was proud to
offer established the Institute for Mi-
nority Health and Health Disparities
within the National Institutes of
Health. We have developed minority
health and disparity offices in each of
our agencies that deal with health care
to do something about health dispari-
ties in America. We can all celebrate
that we are able to move that forward
in the Affordable Care Act.
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We should all take pride that Amer-
ica at long last, after decades of unsuc-
cessful attempts, has acted. Health
care is a right, not a privilege. As our
dear friend, the late Senator Kennedy,
said: We no longer have a sick care sys-
tem. We have taken action to include
all under health care in America.

I understand the Republicans in the
House want to repeal each and every
one of these improvements and accom-
plishments. They offer no hope of tak-
ing up these issues in a serious manner
during this Congress. Speaking on be-
half of our seniors, speaking on behalf
of our small business owners, speaking
on behalf of the consumers of health
insurance in America, speaking on be-
half of what is right, as far as covering
and making sure everyone has access
to affordable care, we do not want to
see that happen. We do not want to
move backwards. We have reason to
celebrate the accomplishments of mov-
ing forward with health care. We want
to move forward, not back, and con-
tinue to build on an American health
care system that provides affordable
quality care to all Americans.

Madam President, I yield the floor
and suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

—————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized.

———
GAS PRICES ON THE RISE

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
the rising cost of gasoline has become
a major source of concern for most
Americans. With prices in most States
moving closer and closer to $4 a gallon,
and already higher in some areas,
America has a right to know where the
President and Democrats in Congress
stand on the issue.

Let me begin this morning with a
simple observation that it is no acci-
dent gas prices are skyrocketing at a
time when Democrats control two-
thirds of official Washington. It is no
secret Democratic leaders in Wash-
ington do not particularly care for this
issue. Ask them about gas prices and
chances are they will tell you about
some car they plan to build and have
ready for production about 25 years
down the road. Suggest we tap some of
our domestic sources of oil and they
will give you 101 reasons we cannot and
how that is not a real solution anyway
because it will take too long to get it
out of the ground.

We have been having that particular
argument for decades now—literally
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for decades. Then they have the audac-
ity to step in front of the cameras and
tell us they are all for reducing our de-
pendence on foreign sources of oil.
With what—windmills?

It is time to be serious about a seri-
ous problem. The fact is, there is no
reason in the world we cannot invest in
future technologies at the same time
we are tapping into the resources we
already have right here at home and
creating jobs while we do it. But Demo-
crats do not seem to like that idea.
They would rather force a change in
behavior now than giving struggling
American families the relief they need
from the rising gas prices.

Do not listen to what they say on the
issue, watch what they do. Here is what
they have done.

Over the past 2 years, the Obama ad-
ministration has delayed, revoked, sus-
pended, or canceled an enormous range
of development opportunities.

One month after the President took
office, his administration canceled 77
oil and gas leases in Utah. Once the re-
view was complete, the administration
refused to reinstate even a single one.

A month after that, the administra-
tion shortened lease terms for offshore
oil and gas production and raised fees
for permit applications.

Last January, it announced new re-
strictions for onshore oil and gas explo-
ration in the mountain West.

Last February, it denied a permit to
build a bridge needed to access an oil-
producing field in Alaska, after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency des-
ignated a nearby river an aquatic re-
source of national importance.

Last April, the administration sus-
pended 61 oil and gas leases in Montana
that were issued in 2008 and then an-
nounced that all oil and gas leases in
Montana, North Dakota, and South Da-
kota would be delayed indefinitely.

Last May, the President announced a
6-month moratorium on deepwater
drilling—a moratorium that has been
repeatedly struck down in the courts.

The list of actions such as these go
on and on, and that is to say nothing of
the proposed new Environmental Pro-
tection Agency regulations on energy
that would either cause oil refineries
to pass along their resulting new pro-
duction costs to consumers at the
pump or drive them and their jobs
overseas.

Let there be no doubt, the efforts of
the White House are costing jobs and
putting even more pressure on gas
prices. Paying lipservice to the public’s
concerns will not solve the problem.
Unlocking our own sources of energy at
home would help immensely.

Just to give an idea of the kind of re-
sources we have right here at home,
consider that just one 2,000-acre sec-
tion of the nonwilderness sections of
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,
along with the Chukchi and Beaufort
Seas, have enough recoverable oil to
replace crude imports from the Persian
Gulf for nearly 65 years—65 years.

The problem is not that we need to
look elsewhere for energy. The problem
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