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more oil, natural gas, and other types
of American fossil fuels into our energy
supply today.

I would argue that there is a vital
U.S.-American interest to harvest our
own energy or we risk engaging in a
military conflict every time those in
an unstable Middle East cannot get
along.

This is absolutely a critical debate.
There are legitimate differences on
both sides of the debate, but this is a
debate that Congress should be willing
to have: whether the President should
have consulted and whether this is in
our vital U.S.-American interest to go
forward.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
UbpALL of New Mexico). Without objec-
tion, it is so ordered.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to divide equal-
ly the remaining amount of morning
business time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. ALEXANDER and
Mr. SCHUMER pertaining to the intro-
duction of S. 679 and the submission of
S. Res. 116 are printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro-
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.’”)

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I yield
the floor and note the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
UDALL of New Mexico). The clerk will
call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

HONORING OUR FEDERAL
EMPLOYEES

JOSHUA BIENFANG

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I come
to the floor again today to once more
honor another great Federal employee.

I know the Presiding Officer and I, as
well as some of our colleagues, recog-
nize that in the State of New Mexico
and the Commonwealth of Virginia and
here in Washington, there are count-
less Federal employees who do great
things in terms of public service and
don’t often get the recognition they de-
serve.

As we debate the balance of this
year’s budget and think about the in-
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credible issues in front of us in terms
of our debt and deficit—issues that
have to be confronted—we also some-
times have to remember that our ac-
tions or our failure to act has enor-
mous consequences on the people who
defend our country, protect our home-
land, or make sure the basic operations
of government work. It could be mak-
ing sure our Federal parks are open or
making sure the folks here in Wash-
ington who are Federal police are on
the job. Sometimes our failure to agree
or our failure to come together on par-
ticularly the predictability of the bal-
ance of this fiscal year has an effect on
their lives.

That is not the subject of my purpose
of rising today, but I do think it is im-
portant to bear that in mind as I con-
tinue the tradition that was started by
Senator Kaufman last year of coming
to the floor on a regular basis to honor
Federal employees.

Time and again, I have seen how the
skills and dedication of Federal work-
ers have yielded groundbreaking bene-
fits for our country. Today, I wish to
highlight a Federal worker who is at
the forefront of modern technology.

Joshua Bienfang is a physicist at the
National Institute of Standards and
Technology. He created a new method
of transmitting encrypted messages in
a 100-percent secure way by using
quantum physics. I know the Presiding
Officer is an expert in quantum phys-
ics. I, unfortunately, am not. But since
there are so many business operations
in the great State of New Mexico, I
know he is very familiar with these
subjects, but I still have a great deal to
learn. My understanding is that in
practical terms, this means that mes-
sage interceptors will be unable to cap-
ture sensitive information—critically
important to protecting the homeland.

Prior to Mr. Bienfang’s break-
through, quantum cryptography was
thought to be a largely experimental
means of transmission. But he was able
to both secure messages and speed up
their delivery. In fact, this technology
has set world speed records in the
quantum cryptographic field. I know
the Presiding Officer probably knows
what those speed records are. I don’t
know. His background in quantum
physics makes him understand that,
but I think it is a very remarkable
achievement.

Without a doubt, Mr. Bienfang’s dis-
covery will be greatly important to our
national security as well as commerce
and equally important to the privacy
of medical records. His work also dem-
onstrates the diversity of our Federal
workforce. While we may have our fair
share of bureaucrats, there are lit-
erally hundreds, if not thousands, of
scientists and researchers doing cut-
ting-edge work within the Federal Gov-
ernment and applying their intellect to
benefit the American people.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
congratulating Joshua Bienfang as well
as those at the National Institute of
Standard and Technology on their suc-
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cess, which will no doubt aid Ameri-
cans in the years to come.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
note the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the period of
the quorum calls between now and 2
p.m. be equally divided between both
sides.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WARNER. 1 yield the floor and
note the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be allowed to
engage in a colloquy with my colleague
from Texas.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
HEALTH CARE

Mr. BARRASSO. I come to the floor
as a physician who practiced medicine
in Wyoming for a quarter of a century
as an orthopaedic surgeon, taking care
of families across the State, and to
present a physician’s second opinion on
what has happened with the health
care law people are dealing with. As
NANCY PELOSI said 1 year ago: ‘‘First
we have to pass it before you get to
find out what’s in it.”

The American people are finding out
what is in it and, frankly, they are not
happy with it. They don’t like it, they
don’t want to live with it, and they
don’t want to live under it.

One year ago, when we started this
discussion, what we heard and what I
believed as a physician was that what
people are looking for is the care they
need, from a doctor they want, at a
cost they can afford.

This 2,700-page bill that is costing
trillions of dollars doesn’t deliver that
at all. To me, it is a bill that makes it
harder to create jobs. It increases the
cost of care, eliminates choice, raises
taxes, is locking 16 million Americans
into a broken Medicaid system, and is
taking $500 billion from our seniors—
not to help take care of Medicare and
solve that problem but to start a whole
new government entitlement program.

I was visiting with one of my col-
leagues, Dr. Kris Keggi, an orthopedic
surgeon whom I trained under in my
residency program. Just the impact on
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