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the move to shut down the govern-
ment. No, they don’t want to shut 
down the government, but they don’t 
have control of their own people. 
There’s no discipline on the other side 
of the aisle. There’s no democracy 
there. They let a few Members who are 
the most extreme slice of America de-
cide what their whole caucus will do. 

We simply will not be hostages to the 
new House majority. If you can’t get 
what you want on the floor when you 
control it, don’t put it on the District 
of Columbia. You should be able, be-
cause of your majority, to do what you 
want to do. We are not the repository 
for every pet idea that you otherwise 
dare not put on the House floor. And 
that is what we have become. 

We had hoped that the new majority 
would focus on the Nation’s business, 
what it said it wanted to do. It has fo-
cused on the deficit as the Nation’s 
business, although it’s taking food out 
of the mouths of children in the proc-
ess. But at least that’s a focus on na-
tional business. 

The average American would ask 
those who voted to increase the deficit 
by $300 million last week for private 
schools in the District of Columbia, 
why in the world did you do that? Why 
did you want to give them this? I will 
tell you why. It was the pet idea of the 
Speaker, and they don’t dare put a na-
tional voucher bill on the floor. 

The way to do it, you wouldn’t have 
to coerce anybody. You would say, we 
have vouchers available nationally. 
Let’s have competitive grants. Anyone 
who wants vouchers can have them. 
You compete for them. That’s how we 
do things in the Federal Government. 

Why didn’t they do that? They didn’t 
do that because there’s been ref-
erendum after referendum in the 
states, and not one private school 
voucher referendum has been won by 
private school voucher proponents. You 
go home and you tell any American 
that you are spending Federal money 
for private schools now, you will get 
your head handed to you. That’s how it 
was when these referenda ran their 
course. 

Imagine now when the Republicans 
are cutting billions of dollars from 
every public school district in the 
United States, imagine how it looks 
when they are spending money for pri-
vate school vouchers on a district that 
never asked for it and doesn’t want it 
because it’s somebody’s pet project. 
Take your pet projects and you know 
what you can do with them. Do that 
with them; don’t do it here in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

We ask the majority to stop your ob-
session with one jurisdiction, the Dis-
trict of Columbia. We ask you if you 
shut down the Federal Government, for 
goodness’ sake, don’t shut down one of 
America’s big cities and a city on 
which you depend greatly. Many of you 
live here. Many of the services for the 
Federal Government are taken care of 
by the District of Columbia. 
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This is not something you want to do 

to the Nation’s Capital. It makes us 
look idiotic to the world at large. For 
myself, I want to go back to doing the 
Nation’s business. I don’t want to be 
taken off of that business every other 
day because some Republican or the 
Republican majority has decided to do 
something undemocratic to the district 
I represent. 

I put forward an amendment that 
would get rid of the issue of who gets 
shut down when the Federal Govern-
ment gets shut down once and for all. 
It simply says, look, when the Federal 
Government shuts down, if the District 
of Columbia budget is over here and it 
has gone through the process, the Dis-
trict of Columbia can spend its own 
local funds. Remember, the budget that 
comes over here was raised in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and should not be 
over here in the first place. 

I had a budget autonomy bill last ses-
sion that until the very last moment 
was going to get through this House 
and the Senate. It is the very essence 
of no democracy that somebody’s own 
taxes that they raise in their own local 
jurisdiction would be subject to some-
body else who didn’t have anything to 
do with raising a cent of those taxes. 
That is what happens to the District of 
Columbia. 

When the District of Columbia’s 
budget comes here, they don’t dare 
change anything in the complicated 
local budget of the District of Colum-
bia. That is very complicated. You 
could throw everything out of kilter. 
So essentially they don’t bother with 
the budget. They spend all of their 
time seeing what they can attach to 
the budget, substantive legislation 
that has no place in an appropriation 
in the first place and has no place in 
somebody else’s budget above all. 

Mr. Speaker, part of the problem 
may be that some Members either do 
not know because they are new or have 
forgotten, either because for 4 years of 
Democratic control these issues didn’t 
come up, or because they want to for-
get. I come to the floor this afternoon 
to assure you I shall not let you forget, 
we will make sure that in your home 
districts, they know that you are at-
tending not to the business of that dis-
trict but to the business of the District 
of Columbia and that you are doing so 
in the most undemocratic and auto-
cratic fashion. You who quote the Con-
stitution ought to sit down and think 
for a moment what the Framers would 
have done had they seen the Federal 
Government, which they were afraid of, 
intervene into the local affairs of any 
district. 

I ask you: hands off, lay off the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. REED) at 5 o’clock and 31 
minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 910, ENERGY TAX PREVEN-
TION ACT OF 2011 

Mr. NUGENT, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 112–54) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 203) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 910) to amend the Clean 
Air Act to prohibit the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy from promulgating any regulation 
concerning, taking action relating to, 
or taking into consideration the emis-
sion of a greenhouse gas to address cli-
mate change, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 33 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, April 6, 2011, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1034. A letter from the Legal Information 
Assistant, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Community Reinvestment Act-Interagency 
Uniformity [No. 2007-03] (RIN: 1550-AC08) re-
ceived March 11, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

1035. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Department of Energy, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Energy Conservation Program: Certification, 
Compliance, and Enforcement for Consumer 
Products and Commercial and Industrial 
Equipment [Docket No.: EERE-2010-BT-CE- 
0014] (RIN: 1904-AC23) received March 11, 2011, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

1036. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Department of Energy, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Human Reliability Program: Identification 
of Reviewing Official (RIN: 1992-AZ00) re-
ceived March 11, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

1037. A letter from the Executive Director, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s final rule — 
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