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Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LIBYA

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, just
a brief observation about the vote we
just had. I would say to our colleague
from Kentucky, Senator PAUL, the
issue of the American effort in Libya is
a legitimate discussion for debate, I
think a legitimate issue for debate.
That is a debate we need to have, and
I will be talking to the majority leader
about the appropriate time to do that.

A number of Senators are talking
among themselves on a bipartisan basis
about what kind of resolution would be
appropriate, and certainly the Senate
speaking on this issue is something we
need to do in the very near future.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
BUDGET DIFFERENCES

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the re-
sponsible leaders in Washington are
working hard to find a compromise to
fund the government through the end
of the year. Regrettably, however,
many Republicans in the House—
spurred on by tea party radicals—are
still threatening to throw a temper
tantrum and shut down the govern-
ment if they don’t get all of their de-
mands. This morning, the Washington
Post reports that Speaker JOHN
BOEHNER received an ovation from the
Republican caucus when he told them
he had directed the House Administra-
tion Committee to prepare for a shut-
down, as Congressman MIKE PENCE,
former head of the Republican Policy
Committee, shouted at a tea party
rally last week, ‘“Shut it down!”’

So it seems what we are confronting
is kind of a monolithic House driven by
the tea party vigilantes, as I refer to
them, to brook no compromise. They
want it all their way or they are going
to shut down the government.

Republicans are seizing on the budget
crisis as a pretext for ramming through
their longstanding ideological wishes.
In Iowa, Wisconsin, Ohio, and else-
where Republicans are using the budg-
et crisis as the pretext for an assault
on public sector unions and their hard-
working teachers, firefighters, prison
guards, and others. On Capitol Hill Re-
publicans are using this crisis to try to
defund health care reform, to gut Medi-
care and Medicaid and Social Security,
and, yes, to cut tax rates even more
deeply for the wealthiest in our soci-
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ety. This tea party budget is an un-
precedented assault on the middle-
class and working Americans. It would
drive down our American standard of
living, shred the economic safety net,
reduce access to health care and higher
education, and do grave damage to our
public schools and our ability to pre-
pare the next generation for the jobs of
the future.

Let’s be clear. This is not about re-
ducing budget deficits. Republican
Governors and Republicans in Congress
are demanding budget cuts for the mid-
dle class. At the same time, they con-
tinue to push for tax cuts for large cor-
porations and the wealthy. So call it
what it is. Republicans are waging a
class warfare in America. Republican
Governors have the gall to attack
teachers and firefighters, police offi-
cers, and other public employees.

In the words of Indiana Governor
Daniels, he called them ‘‘the privileged
elite.” Think about that. Our teachers,
our firefighters, prison guards, and oth-
ers who are public union members are
the privileged elite in our society ac-
cording to Governor Daniels.

Why are they the privileged elite?
Well, I guess because they actually
have pensions. They actually have ac-
cess to decent health care, and they are
making decent wages with decent
working conditions. That is the privi-
leged elite. I guess now the middle
class are people who are working for
minimum wage at McDonald’s, with no
health care, no pensions, no retire-
ment, and not enough to support their
families. I guess that is the new middle
class in America, but the privileged
elite are those who have pensions, ac-
cess to health care, and decent wages.

This is the worst kind of dema-
goguery against loyal and hard-work-
ing public servants, our friends, and
our neighbors. We shouldn’t be drag-
ging people down because they have a
middle-class life. We should be working
every day to give every American that
opportunity.

Meanwhile, as the Republicans at the
State and national level go after the
health care, retirement, and security of
middle-class Americans, they are going
all out to pass more tax cuts for the
wealthy. The Republican Governor in
Michigan called for a $1.8 billion cut in
corporate taxes. Wisconsin Governor
Walker has called for $200 million in
cuts. In Congress, just a few months
ago, in December, Republicans de-
manded and got hundreds of billions of
dollars in new tax cuts largely, again,
for the wealthy.

Now, House Republicans—the tea
party-driven House Republicans—are
demanding we reduce the top tax rate
for high earners. Get this, reduce the
top tax rate for high earners from 35
percent down to 25 percent, preserving
every penny of the tax breaks given to
the wealthy back in 2001. All of these
tax cut proposals will make deficits far
worse. So, again, this whole battle we
are talking about is not about deficits.
Indeed, the tax cuts congressional Re-
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publicans secured in December will
add, according to CBO, $354 billion to
the deficit just this year and even more
next year.

Early this year House Republicans
voted to repeal the health reform law
which would add $210 billion to the def-
icit over the next decade and over $1
trillion in the decade to follow. Now,
again, that is the savings CBO said
would come about because of the
health reform bill we passed. Yet these
same Republican politicians in the
House and around the country are
claiming to be worried about the def-
icit.

Well, I think this demagoguery is not
fooling anyone any longer. It is not
about deficit reduction; it is about ide-
ology. Republicans are taking a meat
ax to programs for the middle class—
everything from cancer research to
Pell grants to health care. They are
gutting the safety net started and built
up over generations, starting with
President Franklin Roosevelt. It is the
same old Republican game plan: give
huge, unaffordable tax cuts to the
wealthy and give budget cuts to the
middle class and the most vulnerable
in our society, including seniors and
people with disabilities.

This new tea party Republican budg-
et proposal gives new meaning to the
word ‘‘extreme.”

Look at what they have proposed.
The new budget that has just come out
on the House side would basically
eliminate Medicare as we know it. It
would create a new voucher program
with seniors in the future paying out of
pocket for many lifesaving health care
costs. Estimates are that this would
raise premiums and cut benefits of over
25 million seniors.

It is a massive giveaway to private
insurers, a system that CBO—the Con-
gressional Budget Office—tells us is
much more expensive and, we Know,
less efficient than Medicare. By design
these vouchers would not keep up with
rising health care costs, so they would
lose value every year with seniors pay-
ing the difference or ending up unin-
sured. Again, the assault on Medicare
is a transfer of wealth from the middle
class to insurance companies and their
shareholders, their stockholders.

The House budget would reopen the
prescription drug doughnut hole re-
quiring seniors to pay $3,600 a year
more for prescription drugs. They pro-
pose to block grant Medicaid and cut $1
trillion in health care services which
would end vital services that seniors
and disabled Americans depend on such
as coverage for nursing homes or home
health agencies by shifting the cost to
the States. This would worsen State
budget deficits and lead to higher prop-
erty taxes. Seventeen Governors sent a
letter to congressional leaders oppos-
ing this, saying it would shift costs and
risks to States. States would be forced
to bear all costs after hitting the an-
nual cap just as the baby boom genera-
tion is entering the retirement years
with likely steep increases in their



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-08T14:15:37-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




