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trick. We have the President saying he
would veto it immediately. And for us
to not give the pay to men and women
like this who are putting their life in
harm’s way causes great shame on this
Nation.
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TWO AMERICAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 56 minutes.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, that was
great rhetoric but not reality. Thank
God when the Architect built this Cap-
itol, he put a top on it that attracts
lightning rods; otherwise, who knows
what would happen in front of us.

The budget that was put up yester-
day talked about defense, but it also
had one other element in it. That was
restricting the District of Columbia
from using funds for low-income
women to get family planning or abor-
tions.

If you really wanted to take care of
the troops, you would fund a spending
proposal that took care of the troops
and you wouldn’t add a rider to it that
you know that no human being who
cared about women’s choice would vote
for. You eliminate a great percentage
of your possible supporters. If the
troops are number one and number one
only, you don’t put something on with
DC abortion rights on it because that
eliminates part of your constituency.

Now, one of the previous speakers
talked about this too, the one that was
back into Led Zeppelin. I haven’t fig-
ured that one out yet. But it was some-
thing about Planned Parenthood. Why
is Planned Parenthood an issue? Be-
cause the Republican majority made it
an issue. They put in their budget that
there will be no funding for Planned
Parenthood, a specific organization.
Not any organization that does family
planning, not any organization that
might provide abortions, but Planned
Parenthood. And that is a sticking
point in the negotiations.

It is wrong to single out a single or-
ganization that helps women with their
family planning and that does give low-
income women opportunities to get
tests for HIV/AIDS and for breast can-
cer and for all other types of women’s
health issues. The Republicans have
made that an issue, and they made it
such an issue that they wouldn’t have
a clean CR proposal yesterday.

Mr. HOYER offered a proposal. He
said, Let’s just continue the budget for
a week at its current spending plans.
No cuts, true. They could come later.
That was resoundingly rejected be-
cause they wanted to go forward with
their extreme social policy, and that’s
what matters to them. They can hide
behind what they want.

The fact is there are two America’s
today. I read about it when I was a
young person. Michael Harrington
wrote a book decades ago called ‘‘The
Other America.” It was about an Amer-
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ica that didn’t get the support that it
needed—Appalachia, poor people, reg-
ular folks that didn’t get what they
needed and didn’t have the opportunity
that this country should give every-
body. The two Americas are the upper
1 percent that aren’t going to be pay-
ing more taxes and the other 99 percent
that do.

One gentleman said the Democrats
want everybody to pay more taxes. No,
not everybody; just the millionaires.
And they wouldn’t go along with that,
because the millionaires are the party
that control the Republicans. That’s
what they’re about. They won’t fund—
put a tax proposal on that will tax mil-
lionaires because they want the middle
class to pay more. Their budget blue-
print that’s going to come out lowers
the overall rate to 25 percent—even
more for millionaires.

And the billionaires, they’re not
watching today, Mr. Speaker, because
they’ve got their lobbyists working for
them. They came here in December and
they took the estate tax from a million
dollar exemption to a $5 million ex-
emption. And they took the rate that
really mattered to them from 55 to 35
percent so they can pass that wealth on
and continue the differences in Amer-
ica.

Two Americas: The upper 1 percent
that the majority party represents, and
the other 99 percent that we represent.

Mr. Speaker, let’s get abortion out of
the debate. Let’s protect our troops.
Let’s keep this government moving.

———

OUR NATION’S DEBT CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DESJARLAIS) for 3 min-
utes.

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I find
it shameful that Washington has run
up trillion dollar deficits for the last 3
years and yet there are those that seek
to portray Republicans’ modest, com-
monsense spending cuts as extreme. It
is time for government to tighten its
belts and balance its budgets just like
families do every day across Ten-
nessee’s Fourth Congressional District.

I refuse to allow our Nation to con-
tinue borrowing money from China for
reckless government spending and then
send the bill to our children and grand-
children.

Americans deserve the truth. The
choices that we make now on spending
are not easy, but they are necessary.
We cannot continue to spend money
that we do not have. My constituents
did not send me to Washington to ig-
nore problems nor offer excuses. They
did send me here to solve the problems
and not kick the can down the road
further.

Our Nation is not in debt because
Americans are taxed too little. We are
in debt because government spends too
much. We must address our Nation’s
debt crisis and spending addiction, and
we must do it now.
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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE
REPUBLICAN BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 3 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to stand up for the middle
class, the working poor, and the poor of
this great Nation. They deserve hon-
esty and a fair shake from their gov-
ernment.

I'm here to tell the American people
the honest truth that the Republican
budget of fiscal year 2011 would destroy
700,000 jobs and derail our economic re-
covery. Their plan, H.R. 1, would cut
funding for government programs with
the precision of a chain saw.

The Republicans are ignoring the
fact that the policies of the 111th Con-
gress and of our President saved Amer-
ica from an economic free fall. These
same policies have been responsible for
the unemployment rate falling to 8.8
percent last month, a 2-year low. I
think last month was the 14th straight
month of jobs being created as opposed
to jobs being cut.

Instead of funding programs that are
helping our economy, these Repub-
licans are poised to shut down the gov-
ernment. Today, every Republican in
unison speaks about this shutdown in
hushed and somber tones so as not to
appear to be gloating. But they really
don’t care about you, the middle class,
and they don’t care about how a shut-
down will affect you. And they all, in
unison, cast blame on HARRY REID.
He’s going to be the whipping boy that
we hear on FOX News tonight.

Mr. Speaker, a recent study found
that more than 40 percent of House
freshmen are millionaires. They have
net worths of up to $40 million. And
some of these freshmen, who have yet
to become millionaires—they’re
wannabes—but they enjoy a median es-
timated wealth for these House fresh-
man of $570,000 each. In contrast, ac-
cording to the U.S. census, the median
estimated wealth for the average
American is $120,000. It’s a big contrast.

Instead of funding problems that are
helping our economy, they’re poised to
shut down the government. Today, for
minorities, the median estimated
wealth is $27,000. And what the Repub-
licans are doing is trying to get us out
of this budget turmoil that we’re in on
the backs of the middle class and the
poor. It’s wrong.
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POLITICS AS USUAL IN THE MIDST
OF CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 3
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, we
have the opportunity today to send a
message that this Congress is serious
about cutting spending, creating jobs
and keeping the government operating.
We can and we must do all three. It is
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