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complete amazement at their lack of
ability to remember history accu-
rately.

Thanks to the efforts of Speaker
BOEHNER, this House, this Republican
leadership, has consistently led. We did
what the 111th Congress did not do: We
passed a budget to fund the govern-
ment through the end of the fiscal
year.

H.R. 1 was passed under an open rule,
with open debate, and truly reflects the
will of this House and the people that
sent us here with their votes last No-
vember. Again, open debate, and it
truly reflects the will of the people.

Their message was, and is, get seri-
ous about cutting spending and change
the culture in Washington so we can
get our Nation back on a stable fiscal
path. Remove many of the uncertain-
ties facing our families and businesses,
both large and small, and we can create
an environment for job growth.

Unlike my colleagues across the
aisle, we here in government cannot
create jobs. The private sector creates
jobs.

It has been 48 days since the House
Republicans passed this bill, but we
have yet to see a bill passed in the Sen-
ate to fund the government for the re-
mainder of the year.

Yesterday, House Republicans lis-
tened to the will of the constituents
who thought it shameful that our Na-
tion’s bravest women and men, volun-
teering to put their lives on the line for
our freedom, should have to face pros-
pects of not getting paid during this
government shutdown.

With the passage of H.R. 1363, we
fund the troops for the remainder of
the year, regardless of any prospect of
a shutdown, so those men and women
fighting in the three theaters now and
their families will not have to face the
worry about whether they will get
paid.

Yet to hear Senator REID’s refusal to
consider this bill in the Senate, and to
hear President Obama threaten to veto
this bill is nothing less than shameful.
To choose to put politics before our
soldiers and their families, to me, is
appalling.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the Presi-
dent and the Senate majority leader to
end this political game and work with
us to ensure and provide for the Na-
tion’s military families to continue to
fund our government.

The fact is discretionary spending
has increased over 83 percent under the
current administration, and the Senate
majority leader and the President are
choosing to shut down the government
over a less than 2 percent cut in spend-
ing.

————

SHUTTING DOWN THE GOVERN-
MENT FOR IDEOLOGICAL PUR-
POSES
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from

California (Mr. FARR) for 5 minutes.
Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I would just

like to take a few moments and put
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some of this in perspective. I've been
here 18 years now, and I’ve seen a lot
going on in government, and I’ve had
the experience in the State legislature
and also in local government before
getting here.

This is nothing but a ploy to shut
down the government for ideological
purposes. It has nothing to do with
running the greatest Nation on earth
and trying to be a responsible govern-
ment, trying to teach democracy to
countries around the world, that if you
copy our system you may have a freer
and more open system. This is about
shutting down the entire United States
Government over use of birth control.

It’s also the party that has a history
of shutting down government. The last
time government was shut down it was
shut down by the Republicans. And
after they shut it down, what we did,
before that, is we enacted taxes to pay
off the debt under President Clinton.
And guess what? That was a tough
vote. Not a single Republican cast a
vote for that. That was probably one of
the greatest economic votes ever cast
in modern Congress because it put the
country back on foot. We didn’t have a
deficit. We removed it because we ear-
marked those taxes to pay off the debt.

Along came President Bush. The first
thing he did was repeal all those taxes.
The question was, well, how are you
going to pay for this? Oh, no, no. We
don’t have to pay for this. Well, Mr.
President, you are about to go into a
war. How are you going to pay for
that? We don’t have to pay for it, we’ll
just put it on the credit card.

They came up with a great plan to
give senior citizens Medicare drug re-
imbursements but instead of using the
Medicare program, no, they invented
another one. They gave the money to
the pharmaceutical companies and
said, you take care of the poor, charity
work. And guess what, it won’t cost
you anything. Well, it cost us a lot of
money. And when asked, how are you
going to pay for it? We’ll put it on the
credit card.

The fact is this huge deficit we got
into was driven through by the party
now that wants to shut down govern-
ment, the party that has shut down
government in the past, the party that
keeps not wanting government to
work.

You took an oath of office when you
came here, an oath to uphold the Con-
stitution. That Constitution is based
on, if you look around this room, the
lawgivers, people of history who’ve
done incredibly bold things.

Our Constitution is incredibly bold.
There’s nothing in that Constitution
that says that your job in Congress is
to make the rich richer and the poor
poorer.
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And that’s exactly what their budget
is doing, their strategy is doing, and
now the shutdown of government.
They’re gleeful about it. And it’s a
very, very sorry state that we have to,
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in these modern times, think that the
greatest country in the world has to
deal with shutting down government.
That’s the last thing we ever came here
to do. It’s a sorry state.

——————

THE FEDERAL BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN) for
3 minutes.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, sitting here listen-
ing to comments on the other side can
be quite instructive; although I might
warn my colleagues on the other side
that they ought to be careful about the
metaphors they use. One of those on
the other side got up to criticize Re-
publicans for trying to stop funding of
abortions, which means saving babies,
and used the unfortunate expression of
“‘don’t throw out the baby with the
bathwater.” It shows how almost ob-
tuse they are with respect to what
we’re actually talking about.

The distinguished leader on the other
side from Maryland quoted Henry Clay.
I'd like to quote an outstanding Amer-
ican, his name is STENY HOYER, who
said just a couple of years ago here on
this floor that if you can’t budget, you
can’t govern. That’s why we’re in the
problem that we’re in today, because
when they had control of both sides of
Capitol Hill and the Presidency, they,
for the first time since the Budget Act
was passed, intentionally did not pass a
budget because they were embarrassed
about the numbers.

And what did that lead to? That led
to the fact that we didn’t pass any of
the 13 appropriations bills, which led to
the fact that we have to deal with a
CR. That’s why we’re in the mess we
are today, because they did not budget.
And now they have the effrontery to
come out and criticize PAUL RYAN, the
Republican leader of the Budget Com-
mittee’s suggestion that we be serious
about budgeting around here and that
we understand that we’re driving our
children into the ground and our
grandchildren with debt that cannot be
paid, and because we have the courage
to bring forth a serious adult proposal
on the budget, we are accused of trying
to put children on the street and to not
allow seniors to be able to eat.

Come on. The American people are
smarter than that. They want this
House, this Senate, and this President
to be adults. And to come here to this
floor and to suggest that we’re trying
to kill Medicare—we’re not trying to
kill Medicare; we’re trying to save
Medicare. Every objective review has
said it’s going broke within 9 years.

But maybe collective amnesia is the
way to leadership. I hope not. I hope
not, not for me, but for my children
and my grandchildren. They deserve
better. This country deserves better.
We should be required to do better.
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