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would certainly harm the 554,000 people in
Harris County receiving SNAP benefits in De-
cember of 2010.

This legislation would cut Federal housing
aid, and impose unfair work or job training re-
quirements that give no consideration to job
market diversity or extenuating circumstances.
It will also deeply reduce the LIHEAP contin-
gency fund will affect the 500,000 low income
households in Houston that were receiving
heating and energy discounts last year.

Republicans may be willing to pass a budg-
et that reduces Pell Grants by 60%. They may
be comfortable eliminating $75 million dollars
to provide housing and other services to
homeless veterans, but | cannot support a
budget that leaves so many Americans be-
hind.

In order to move America forward, we must
give all citizens equal opportunity for success.
We must invest in future generations by fund-
ing education and job training programs, not
cutting this funding by $250 billion dollars. We
need to invest in clean energy, and environ-
mentally sound technology that will foster job
growth, and continue to improve our infrastruc-
ture.

—————

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND
FULL-YEAR CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2011

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2011

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to express
my concern regarding the partisan direction
our budget debate has taken this week. Al-
though there is near unanimous agreement
that we must reduce our deficit, there has
been no productive discussion in this chamber
as to how we can work together to accomplish
that goal. We all have our own ideas about
our nation’s fiscal priorities, but what is miss-
ing in today’s discussion is a bipartisan, cen-
trist approach to addressing our nation’s fiscal
health, such as the recommendations in the
report by the Simpson-Bowles National Com-
mission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform.

It is unfortunate that the House will not con-
sider the Cooper amendment, mirroring the
Simpson-Bowles suggestions, as an alter-
native to the extreme partisan proposals that
have been put forth. Responsibly reducing our
nation’s deficit will require shared sacrifice and
bipartisan consensus, and will not be accom-
plished if the two parties are unable to work
together.

In March, | joined with my colleagues in the
Blue Dog Coalition to offer a comprehensive
and aggressive set of benchmarks for fiscal
reform that include the largest deficit cuts in
history by 2014, entitlement and tax reform,
and a reduction in the overall size of govern-
ment. This proposal put everything on the
table, cutting the deficit by $4 trillion dollars
over the next 10 years, returning to 2008
spending levels by 2013, and addressing enti-
tlement programs.

No one party has all the answers, and no
one party can do this alone. It's time to put
our economy back on the path to fiscal sus-
tainability, and this House should consider the
Simpson-Bowles recommendations that aim to
accomplish that goal.
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HONORING MRS. NORA LEE ADAMS
HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:

Whereas, One hundred years ago a virtuous
woman of God was born in Houston County,
Georgia on April 15, 1911; and

Whereas, Mrs. Nora Lee Adams moved to
Dooly County, Georgia, where she married
Mr. Henry Adams and through their union
was blessed with 12 children, 27 grand-
children, 29 great-grandchildren and 31 great-
great grandchildren; and

Whereas, this phenomenal Proverbs 31
woman has shared her time and talents as a
wife, mother and motivator, giving the citi-
zens of Georgia a person of great worth, a
fearless leader and a servant to all who want
to advance the lives of others; and

Whereas, Mrs. Adams has been blessed with
a long, happy life, devoted to God and credits
it all to the Will of God; and

Whereas, Mrs. Adams, along with her fam-
ily and friends, is celebrating this day a re-
markable milestone, her 100th birthday, we
pause to acknowledge a woman who is a cor-
nerstone in our community in DeKalb Coun-
ty, Georgia; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Mrs. Adams on
her birthday and to wish her well and recog-
nize her for an exemplary life which is an in-
spiration to all;

Now Therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’ JOHN-
SON, JR. do hereby proclaim April 156th, 2011
as Mrs. Nora Lee Adams Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District.

Proclaimed, this 156th day of April, 2011.

IN RECOGNITION OF RACHEL
ANDRES

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Rachel Andres, the 2011 San Mateo County
Teacher of the Year.

At a time when our country lags behind
other nations in math and science achieve-
ment instruction, Rachel Andres has estab-
lished a teaching approach in high school that
is slashing the math gap. In her own words: “I
respect my students and listen to the voice of
each one, but then | set high standards, chal-
lenge each one to excel, provide the nec-
essary support and require that they take re-
sponsibility for learning and be accountable for
demonstrating master.” She is clearly a task
master with compassion.

Rachel earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree
with a double major in Mathematics and Sec-
ondary Education from Lake Forest College in
lllinois. After teaching four years at Winthrop
High School in Massachusetts, she accepted
her current position at Menlo-Atherton High
School in 2005. She teaches Geometry and
other math classes.

She is the coordinator of her school’s effort
to prepare students for college. In fact, she
speaks at middle-schools for the purpose of
attracting incoming freshmen to what is called
the Advancement Via Individual Determination
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program. She meets with parents and nurtures
partnerships with local Boys and Girls Clubs
and recruits tutors all in the name of nurturing
a college-going culture in the community. Most
significantly, a high percentage of students in
the program are successful in becoming the
first in their family to attend college.

Further, Rachel has expanded learning
boundaries for her students through creative
curriculum development. For example, she
has designed strategies to enable students to
use writing as a means to solve math prob-
lems. While her teaching has been recognized
with local awards, she is quick to say that the
most important recognition comes from stu-
dents who thank her for helping them suc-
ceed.

Mr. Speaker, | ask this body to rise with me
to honor a teacher who has raised the bar of
excellence in the classroom. Our country sim-
ply needs more math teachers like Rachel An-
dres.

TRIBUTE TO HONOR FLIGHT OF
OREGON

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 27 World War Il veterans of Oregon
who will visit their memorial here in Wash-
ington, DC, later this month. On behalf of a
grateful state and country, we welcome the
Honor Flight of Oregon.

The following are the distinguished veterans
who will be representing the Honor Flight of
Oregon: Elbert Bales, Donald Cameron, Ken-
neth Deacon, Henry Dorig, Robert Eddings,
Noel Eng, William Grisso, Paul Potts, Eugene
Sheffler and Harold Weigand, U.S. Navy; Ruth
Waldruff, U.S. Marine Corps; Calvin Clayton,
Stephen Graves, Warren Lancaster, John
Lortz, John Mast, Laurel McClelland, Hans
Running, Donald Smith and Don West, U.S.
Army; John Couch, Calvin Hanscom, Jerry
Johnson and James Johnson, U.S. Army Air
Corps; Barbara Euler and Baldwin Thurman,
U.S. Women’s Army Corps; Shirley Marcy,
U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps.

Mr. Speaker, these 27 veterans from Or-
egon are joining a camaraderie of over 63,000
veterans from across the country who, since
2005, have been transported from their home
states to our nation’s capital at absolutely no
cost to them or their families, to visit and re-
flect at memorials built here in their honor.

The fact that these soldiers, sailors, airmen,
and marines would uproot themselves from
their homes and families and put themselves
in harm’s way for our country is very hum-
bling. The debt of gratitude we owe them can
never be repaid, for without their honor, cour-
age, commitment, and—above all—sacrifice
we would not be able to enjoy the freedoms
we have today.

Please join me in thanking these Oregon
veterans and the volunteers of Honor Flight of
Oregon for their dedication, commitment, and
service to this great nation.
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