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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2012

SPEECH OF

HON. TODD C. YOUNG

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H. Con. Res. 34) estab-
lishing the budget for the United States Gov-
ernment for fiscal year 2012 and setting forth
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2013 through 2021:

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Chair, the good
people of Indiana want jobs. And you know
what? We know how to create them. In Indi-
ana, under Gov. Mitch Daniels, we’'ve seen a
government that spends less and taxes mod-
estly. And we’ve seen that lead to job growth.
That's why Indiana, during these tough eco-
nomic times, is a national leader in private
sector job growth. The Budget Committee
crafted a budget for our Federal Government
that, like Indiana, spends less and taxes less.
The result is a plan that will help create 2.5
million jobs by the end of this decade. Recent
economic history isn’'t good to the big spend-
ers. It shows that borrowing and spending tril-
lions of taxpayer dollars we don’t have doesn’t
create jobs. And jobs won’t be created if we
go along with the President’s plan, or the plan
from the other side of the aisle, to increase
taxes. It's no great secret that the job creators
in this country aren’t hiring because un-
checked spending, of course, leads to fears. It
leads to fears that we’re going to have to raise
taxes in the future. It leads to fears of future
inflation. And it leads to fears that interest
rates are going to go up. By calling for a
measure of spending discipline, as we do, we
replace fear with hope—hope that we can re-
store conditions where job creators can go out
and put Americans back to work. That's what
the people of southern Indiana want. Now, |
mentioned Indiana a minute ago and the suc-
cess we've had there in creating private sector
jobs. We didn’t do it all with respect to our
policies on spending. Instead, we also looked
at tax policy. We understood that it just didn’t
make sense to jack up taxes during a down
economy. Instead, we kept them steady, and
we made our tax code more efficient—just as
some of our neighboring States were doing
the opposite. As a result, many businesses
chose to move back to Indiana, or to move to
Indiana for the first time. We see the reverse
trend nationally, unfortunately. Many busi-
nesses are leaving this great country, or are
not getting off the ground because of our job-
destroying tax code and our punitive corporate
tax rates. Mr. Chair, we improve upon those
previous policies, we learn from the errors of
the past. | urge my colleagues to help us cre-
ate those jobs by voting yes on this House
Republican budget.
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IN RECOGNITION AND HONOR OF
GREG BUNKER

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Greg Bunker and his re-
markable leadership as Executive Director of
the Francis House, a Sacramento-based
homeless services agency. Greg passed away
in December, and his contributions to Sac-
ramento are being recognized at this year’s
Feast for the Streets fundraiser. For 21 years,
he was a tireless advocate for Sacramento’s
homeless population.

Greg was a remarkable leader who inspired
an entire community with his unrelenting opti-
mism. He cared deeply about his work and the
people around him. He will be sorely missed.

Born in Ohio, Greg moved to California after
serving in the Vietnam War. He intended to
make a change in the world, and his unrelent-
ing support for the needy allowed him to do
so. He soon joined the Francis House and led
it as it grew and prospered.

Through the years, the Francis House has
offered a wide range of services and re-
sources for Sacramento’s homeless popu-
lation, and, because of Greg, it has become
well-known in the Sacramento area and be-
yond as a non-profit that passionately fights
for the needs of the homeless.

Greg initiated a campaign for a safe place
for the city’s homeless, and he brought the
issue of poverty to the forefront of the public’s
attention. For over two decades, he made
sure that the thousands of people who needed
help were not overlooked, and Sacramento is
a better place because of him.

Around 30,000 people come to the Francis
House each year for assistance, and Greg's
daily vigor and hunger for change was a
blessing for them. Whether it was through
transportation vouchers, emergency housing,
or simply emotional support, Greg was always
there to help.

His sincere and long-term dedication to the
homeless cause truly made a difference to
many people. He never turned anyone away
from the Francis House, and his kindness was
a light for people who rarely encountered true
compassion.

Sadly, Greg passed away much too early in
December. The outpouring of support has
been inspiring, as the tens of thousands of
people that he helped through the Francis
House, as well as the countless others who
have been touched by Greg’'s selflessness,
have shown their gratitude to his family.

In addition to Greg’s achievements helping
the homeless, he was a loving husband and
father. | would like to recognize Greg’'s wife
Stephanie and his two sons, Jesse and
Simon, and express my sincere condolences
for their loss.

Mr. Speaker, | feel honored to join the many
Sacramentans who are paying tribute to this
incredible man. | ask all of my colleagues to
join me in remembering Greg Bunker, and to
continue his work by being passionate about
helping those less fortunate.

May 3, 2011
IN HONOR OF BRENT LARKIN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mr. Brent Larkin, a lifelong resident of
Cleveland who is being recognized as Voices
of Ohio’s Children’s 2011 Champion for Chil-
dren.

Mr. Larkin was born and raised in the great-
er Cleveland area. He graduated from Brush
High School and went on to Ohio University,
where he received a degree in journalism in
1969. Soon after graduating, he became a re-
porter for the Cleveland Press, thus beginning
an illustrious career. In 1981, Larkin began
working for the Cleveland Plain Dealer, and in
1991, he was named head of the Plain Deal-
er's opinion page. As head of the opinion
page, he wrote many thoughtful editorials ad-
dressing the concerns of children within the
social welfare and juvenile justice system. He
was inducted into the Cleveland Press Club
Hall of Fame in 2002.

In addition to his newspaper career, Brent
Larkin has long been an advocate for young
people. He has worked to raise awareness of
the importance of early childhood programs
and services. He has also served as a volun-
teer with Invest in Children, Cuyahoga Coun-
ty’s initiative to promote investment in and
support of children through programs such as
Home Visiting, Early Literacy, Healthy Start
Outreach, Universal Pre-Kindergarten, and
Special Needs Child Care. It is this dedication
to the young people of his community that has
prompted Voices for Ohio’s Children to name
him 2011 Champion for Children.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of Mr. Brent Larkin,
a distinguished journalist dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of children within his community.

———

HONORING THE AFRICAN AMER-
ICAN EDUCATION TASK FORCE

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the African American Education Task Force,
co-chaired by Mr. Oscar Wright and Mrs.
Wandra Boyd, for its record of success in en-
couraging and acknowledging academic
achievement by African American youth in
California’s Oakland Unified School District.

Today, the African American Education
Task Force and the Oakland Unified School
District will celebrate a successful decade of
recognizing our local African American stu-
dents’ Honor Roll status. The African Amer-
ican Education Task Force Academic Achieve-
ment Celebration takes place at the ACTS Full
Gospel Church, pastored by Bishop Bob Jack-
son in Oakland, California.

During this years event, 1,150 African
American students from the 8th through 12th
grades will be honored for attaining grade
point averages of 3.00 or above for the 2010-
2011 school year. This outstanding group of
young people has accomplished a great deal,
and we are pleased to commend them for
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