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the Highland Park School District, where she 
worked with at-risk youth and adults to ensure 
they were able to complete their primary edu-
cation via alternative programs. In her time 
with the School District, Ms. Comiskey dem-
onstrated strong leadership skills, developing 
the Job Club program, which aided high-risk 
students in their professional development. As 
part of this work, Ms. Comiskey developed an 
in-depth knowledge of substance abuse treat-
ment and prevention programs, which has 
greatly aided in her work with the Troy Com-
munity Coalition, when she joined in 2002 as 
its Executive Director. 

As a Troy resident, Ms. Comiskey’s service 
to her community began long before she 
joined the Coalition. Her volunteer work in-
cludes involvement in the Troy Chamber of 
Commerce and the Troy Women’s Associa-
tion, of which she is a Lifetime Member. In 
recognition and appreciation of her volunteer 
advocacy within the community, she was se-
lected as Troy’s Distinguished Citizen in 2000. 
Additionally, she also serves on the advisory 
board for the Michigan Nonprofit Association 
and is Co-Chair of the Prevention Coalition of 
Southeast Michigan. 

In her role as Executive Director of the Troy 
Community Coalition for nearly the last dec-
ade, Ms. Comiskey has continued to build on 
the Coalition’s nationally recognized track 
record of substance abuse prevention in the 
community. Under her leadership, the Coali-
tion has continued to bring all sectors of the 
Troy community together to promote positive 
social norms and implement programs to ad-
vocate for changes which create a stronger 
and healthier substance free community. With 
her strong stewardship of the Coalition, Ms. 
Comiskey has become nationally recognized 
within the substance abuse prevention com-
munity and in 2006 she was designated Advo-
cate of the Year by the Community Anti-Drug 
Coalitions of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the invaluable contributions Ms. 
Comiskey has made to both the residents of 
Troy and the greater community of southeast 
Michigan. While I know she will be sorely 
missed by all who work with her, she will un-
doubtedly have many years of productive vol-
unteer service to our community to come. 
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Thursday, May 5, 2011 as the 2011 
National Day of Reason. 

The National Day of Reason, observed by 
millions of people in this country and around 
the world since 2003, celebrates the applica-
tion of reason and the positive impacts it has 
had on humanity. Reason and rational dis-
course have the power to improve living condi-
tions around the world and cultivate intelligent, 
moral, and ethical interactions among people. 

Reason and rational thinking have made our 
country great. The Constitution of the United 
States of America is based upon the philoso-
phies developed during the historical Age of 
Reason and the idea that citizens engaging in 

rational discourse and decision-making can 
govern themselves. The Constitution also con-
tains a strong separation of church and state, 
making it clear that government should con-
tinue to be built on reason. 

Our nation faces many problems—ending 
two wars, creating jobs, educating our chil-
dren, tackling our budget, and protecting our 
safety net. Although the gravity of these 
issues may drive many to prayer, the way we 
will solve them is through the application of 
reason. 

The National Day of Reason is also about 
taking time to improve our communities— 
whether that means holding a blood drive or 
collecting items for the local food bank. It is 
also about ensuring that our government rep-
resents citizens of all beliefs and backgrounds. 

I encourage everyone to join in observing 
this day and focusing upon the employment of 
reason, critical thinking, the scientific method, 
and free inquiry to the resolution of human 
problems and for the welfare of human kind. 
It is the duty and responsibility of every Amer-
ican to promote the development and applica-
tion of reason. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of Mr. Robert M. Foulkrod, a 
writer, life coach, and spiritual awakening re-
searcher who passed away on May 2, 2011. 

Mr. Foulkrod was born on May 8, 1924 in 
State College, Pennsylvania. He eventually 
moved to Dover, New Hampshire where he at-
tended high school. After high school, Robert 
served with the U.S. Army, climbing the ranks 
from private to sergeant. He later earned his 
bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering 
at University of New Hampshire in 1961. Upon 
completing his education, Robert again joined 
the armed forces and served with the U.S. Air 
Force as a lieutenant performing research on 
aircraft armament systems. 

Robert had very successful careers in elec-
tronic engineering and career counseling. As a 
mechanical engineering section manager with 
Sanders Associates, Inc., Mr. Foulkrod re-
searched, designed and produced several new 
technologies and systems. During his tenure 
as an electronic engineer Robert was a mem-
ber of the Institute for Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineers and the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers. After years as an elec-
tronic engineer, Robert changed careers and 
began working for Honeywell Computer Com-
pany as their hospital systems marketing man-
ager. As marketing manager, he developed 
and performed inspirational training to hospital 
computer systems salespeople. 

Later, Mr. Foulkrod would work as a career 
change counselor with Bernard Haldane Asso-
ciates. He served as a personal coach to peo-
ple aspiring to change career paths. In addi-
tion to his influence as a counselor, Mr. 
Foulkrod was a revered researcher in spiritual 
awakening. He dedicated years of his life to 
research and published several articles with 
the United States Psychotronics Association. 
He also authored a number of books on the 

subject including Visit Boosting Friends and 
The Game of Awakening. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in remembrance of Mr. Robert M. Foulkrod, 
who served the country bravely and inspired 
many throughout his life. I offer my condo-
lences to his life partner, Barbara Hero, three 
children, family, and friends. 
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Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Tom Brian, former Chair of the 
Washington County Board of Commissioners. 
Chair Brian retired after 12 years with Wash-
ington County, Oregon, and more than 30 
years of service to our community. 

Tom embarked on an exemplary term as 
Chair of the Washington County Commission 
in 1998. Over the next 12 years, Tom spear-
headed numerous projects, including the es-
tablishment of L.L. ‘‘Stub’’ Stewart State Park 
and the opening of the Westside Express 
Service (WES) Commuter line. Tom was a 
noted listener and consensus builder who fo-
cused on the needs of his constituents and 
worked tirelessly to address their issues. He 
approached his work with integrity and a true 
sense of dedication. 

Tom’s foresight helped make Washington 
County an attractive place to live and do busi-
ness. His leadership on projects like the Scog-
gins Dam raise will be missed. Tom has en-
couraged and empowered his community to 
continue the work he started and I know his 
spirit of service will continue to inspire all citi-
zens of Washington County. 

Former Oregon Governor Tom McCall said, 
‘‘Heroes are not giant statues framed against 
a red sky. They are people who say, this is 
my community, and it is my responsibility to 
make it better.’’ Tom Brian truly is an Amer-
ican hero, for he has devoted much of his life 
to making his community better. 

It is an honor to recognize Chair Brian for 
his service and for providing a heroic example 
to us all. 
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Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise with a 
heavy heart to honor the tragic loss of Fire 
Chief Matt Aker of Portland, Indiana. 

Chief Aker began his career in public serv-
ice as a volunteer with the Portland Fire De-
partment in July of 1997. He joined the force 
full time in 2002, was appointed Assistant Fire 
Chief in 2005, and then served as Fire Chief. 

Chief Aker’s list of accomplishments and 
certifications are extensive and include: EMS- 
First Responders, Fire Inspector I and II, Fire 
Investigator I, Technical Rescue Awareness, 
Fire Officer I, Ice Rescue, Rope Rescue, Haz-
ardous Material Incident Command, Hazmat 
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