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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. ELLMERS).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 11, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RENEE
ELLMERS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2011, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

——————

SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 2
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, yesterday, I joined
members of the Pennsylvania State
legislature, gun owners, and the presi-
dent of the NRA at the Pennsylvania
State capital in support of our Second
Amendment rights. I appreciate their
deep belief in freedom and protecting
the Second Amendment that guaran-
tees our citizens the right to own and
bear arms. Our Second Amendment is

this country’s original homeland secu-
rity. Where this right is freely exer-
cised without government infringe-
ment, our citizens live in freedom with
a deterrent and defense to violent
crimes.

Sadly, Second Amendment rights are
under attack from within, most re-
cently, the fast and furious scandal
perpetrated by the U.S. Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
that approved felonious gun sales, di-
recting thousands of illegally pur-
chased firearms to be smuggled into
Mexico as part of a sting operation.
These actions contributed to the death
of a U.S. border agent and perpetuate
the lie that U.S. gun dealers supply the
bulk of guns to criminal elements in
Mexico.

As elected Representatives, it is our
duty to respect and defend the free-
doms that our Constitution guaran-
tees. Those in the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives that
engineered this dangerous strategy
that took a life and threatens our free-
doms must be held accountable.

———

SUPPORT THE TROOPS BY
BRINGING THEM HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WOOLSEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, the
successful raid on Osama bin Laden’s
hideaway 10 days ago came with an im-
portant, and somewhat ironic, re-
minder. This mission was carried out
in Pakistan where we are not at war
and have no troop presence. Mean-
while, next door in Afghanistan, we
continue to maintain an enormous
military footprint of 100,000 or more
troops. We're still there, even though
Osama bin Laden hasn’t been there
since he escaped our grasp at Tora
Bora nearly 10 years ago, and most of
the al Qaeda leadership fled long ago.

The death of bin Laden clearly under-
scores the folly of our current policy.
This is exactly the right moment to
rethink our approach to Afghanistan
and national security more generally,
especially with the President’s dead-
line for redeployment just 50 days from
now in July.

Unfortunately, Madam Speaker, our
military leaders don’t seem to be rising
to the moment. According to yester-
day’s Wall Street Journal, officers in
Afghanistan have drawn up a plan that
would withdraw 5,000 troops by July 1
and 5,000 more by the end of this year.
Madam Speaker, that’s not even close
to an adequate response to the de-
mands of the moment. It’s not the bold
move that was suggested when the
July 1, 2011, drawdown date was first
announced; 10,000 fewer troops by the
end of the year doesn’t even get us to
pre-surge levels.

We owe it to the American people to
do much, much more. They have sac-
rificed enough. What do we have to
show for the 1,500-plus people we’ve
lost and the nearly $7 billion a month
we continue to throw at this mission?
If anything, we have emboldened the
terrorists instead of defeating them. If
anything, we’ve undermined our na-
tional security interests instead of ad-
vancing them. If anything, we’'ve weak-
ened America instead of strengthening
it.

Americans see that Osama bin Laden
is dead; that the military occupation of
Afghanistan isn’t accomplishing its
goals; that we have urgent priorities
right here at home. And they are quite
rightly asking: Why do we still have
boots on the ground in Afghanistan?
We also owe it to the men and women
who wear those boots to end this war.
Our troops have served with honor and
valor in Afghanistan. A deeply flawed
and morally objectionable policy is not
their fault, but they are bearing the
untold burden that will not be easily
lifted.
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