E896

Mary’s Star of the Sea Parish in Bayonne,
New Jersey.

In 1860 Father Callano was entrusted with
establishing a small Catholic Church in Ba-
yonne to be called St. Mary’s Star of the Sea.

Since its humble beginnings on Evergreen
Street to its current location on 14th street in
Bayonne, it has been a place of worship and
home for residents of Bayonne and beyond
since 1860.

Monsignor Lawrence Miller was named Pas-
tor of St. Mary in 1989, and has since led with
piousness and confidence as the church and
the community have changed over the years.

Since the beginning of his term, Monsignor
Miller has worked to engage the community in
church life, particularly its youth.

Because of his efforts, there has been an
increase in youth ministry members, and a
Pee Wee Basketball Program was established
through the church.

He currently is on the advisory board of All
Saints Catholic Academy, works with 8th
grade religion classes, is chaplain for the
Knights of Columbus, and works at a local
soup kitchen, which he helped found.

His leadership has been steadfast and no
doubt is a reflection of the vibrant parish of St.
Mary’s and the community it has supported for
150 years.

———

TRIBUTE TO FRESNO SHERIFE’S
DEPUTY JOEL WAHLENMAIER

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor fallen Fresno Sheriff’s
Deputy Joel Wahlenmaier.

Deputy Joel Wahlenmaier was born in Ba-
kersfield, California on June 3, 1960. Joel
grew up in Fresno, California and attended
local schools, including Reedley College. Joel
married Beverly Barnett on April 23, 1983.
They had two children, Amy Wahlenmaier and
Austin Wahlenmaier.

Deputy Wahlenmaier was hired as a Deputy
Sheriff by the Fresno Sheriff's Office, in Fres-
no, California on June 15, 1998. He had var-
ious assignments that included patrol, courts,
robbery/property detectives and the homicide
unit. Deputy Wahlenmaier loved his collateral
assignment to the Search and Rescue team.
His last assignment, at his end of watch, was
the Homicide Unit. He was selected to that
unit on February 18, 2008.

Deputy Wahlenmaier had a true passion for
his work, particularly Search and Rescue, but
was first and foremost a supportive husband
and attentive father. His end of watch came
on February 25, 2010 while serving a search
warrant as a Homicide Detective.

Deputy Wahlenmaier is survived by his be-
loved wife Bev; daughter Amy; son Austin;
parents, Arthur and Patricia Wahlenmaier; sis-
ter, Natalie and her husband, Jim Tomajan;
brother Tyler and his wife, Genifer; father-in-
law and mother-in-law Bruce and Betty
Barnett; brother-in-law and sister-in-law Mike
and Barbie Turner; two nieces; and four neph-
ews.
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ACCESS TO APPROPRIATE
IMMUNIZATIONS FOR VETERANS

HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, last year | in-
troduced the “Access to Appropriate Immuni-
zations for Veterans Act of 2011.” I'm proud to
reintroduce this bill in the 112th Congress
which | believe would help advance the goal
we all share of promoting lifelong health for
the men and women who fought for our free-
dom.

While the Department of Veterans Affairs,
VA, health care system is doing an admirable
job of caring for those who bore the burden of
combat, continual reform is needed to ensure
the care veterans receive represents the most
up-to-date practices and procedures.

According to statistics from the Centers for
Disease Control, CDC, each year approxi-
mately 70,000 adult Americans die from vac-
cine-preventable diseases. Influenza alone is
responsible for over one million ambulatory
care visits, 200,000 hospitalizations and
30,000 deaths.

Many of our veterans who are in the “high-
risk” category of contracting vaccine-prevent-
able diseases—including those with HIV, Hep-
atitis C, and substance use disorder—are en-
rolled in the VA health care system and could
particularly benefit from receiving vaccinations.

Commendably, the VA has protocols in
place that recommend vaccines as protection
against deadly viruses. However, VA only has
established performance measures for two
vaccines, making it unclear if protocols are
being routinely enforced for all CDC rec-
ommended vaccines.

The tremendous value performance meas-
ures have regarding the increased utilization
and effectiveness of vaccination distribution is
evidenced by VA’s own application of perform-
ance measures for the influenza and pneumo-
coccal vaccinations. When these performance
measures were initially applied, VA saw vac-
cination rates rise respectively from 27 percent
and 26 percent to 77 percent and 80 percent.
It also resulted in a 50 percent decline in
pneumonia hospitalization rates.

The legislation | am introducing today would
expand VA performance measures to cover all
vaccinations recommended by the VA and
CDC and ensure that veterans receive appro-
priate immunizations at the time suggested by
the CDC. It would also require VA to report to
Congress on their progress in supporting vac-
cinations in the veteran population.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
with me in cosponsoring the Access to Appro-
priate Immunizations for Veterans Act of 2011.
This legislation would ensure that our veterans
are receiving timely and suitable access to
vaccines and prevent those under the care of
the VA from being unnecessarily exposed to
vaccine preventable diseases.
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THE FUTURE OF TAIWAN’S
NATIONAL SECURITY

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to discuss the future of Taiwan. | have
been a long-time supporter of Taiwan and
hope that my colleagues and | will continue to
improve relations not only between the United
States and Taiwan but between Taiwan and
the international community. All Americans
should be proud that Taiwan and the United
States have enjoyed a strong and durable re-
lationship. Taiwan is one of our largest trading
partners and the cultural exchanges between
our two peoples are as vibrant as they have
ever been. Taiwan has stood shoulder to
shoulder with the United States to combat the
scourge of global terrorism; and the people of
Taiwan have always given generously in our
greatest times of need with monetary contribu-
tions to the Twin Towers Fund, Pentagon Me-
morial Fund and through offer of humanitarian
assistance to victims of Hurricane Katrina. Tai-
wan and the United States are not merely al-
lies; we are friends and partners in the truest
sense of the words.

But, | think it would be fair to say that Tai-
wan’s future is uncertain. Just yesterday, Tai-
wanese President Ma Ying-jeou took part in a
video conference with the Center for Strategic
and International Studies to discuss Taiwan’s
vision for the future of the Republic of China’s
National Security. | include a copy of Presi-
dent Ma Ying-jeou’s speech into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. And | urge my colleagues to
read the remarks because whatever the future
holds of Taiwan, | believe that the people of
Taiwan deserve to have a voice in shaping
that future.

BUILDING NATIONAL SECURITY FOR THE
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

President Hamre, distinguished guests, la-
dies and gentlemen, good morning!

It gives me great pleasure to be addressing
my friends at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies once again. We last
met two years ago on the occasion of the
30th Anniversary of the Taiwan Relations
Act, a milestone in the history of the Repub-
lic of China on Taiwan. And this year, after
a long journey of blood, toil, tears and sweat,
the Republic of China is achieving a greater
milestone, its centennial anniversary. This
yvear also marks the third year of my presi-
dency. Therefore, it is time I shared with
you how I am building three lines of defense
for the ROC’s national security, so as to en-
sure its longevity for many more centuries
to come. These three lines of defense are in-
stitutionalizing the Cross-Strait rapproche-
ment, enhancing Taiwan’s contributions to
international development and aligning de-
fense with diplomacy.

THE FIRST LINE OF DEFENSE: INSTITUTIONAL-

IZING THE CROSS-STRAIT RAPPROCHEMENT

The Cross-Strait rapprochement that
began three years ago continues to bear fruit
and increase regional peace and stability. We
witness this in so many aspects of our soci-
ety. The arrival of nearly three million
mainland Chinese visitors has created a
tourism boom in Taiwan almost 10 times
than before. The increase in Cross-Strait
trade also boosted Taiwan’s total trade vol-
ume to a record high of 526 billion US dollars
in 2010. Since the Cross-Strait Judicial Mu-
tual Assistance Agreement was signed in
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2009, a joint crackdown on Cross-Strait
crimes by the police forces of both Taiwan
and mainland China has seen more than 100
fugitives repatriated to Taiwan, up 50% from
before, and has cut cases of fraud in Taiwan
by more than a quarter. And in education,
more than 5,600 mainland exchange students
studied in Taiwan’s universities in 2010, pav-
ing the way for another 2,000 students to ar-
rive in the fall semester this year. We have
also seen a surge in Taiwanese companies
with a heavy investment presence in main-
land China returning to list their companies
on the Taiwan Stock Exchange, rather than
on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange, a dra-
matic reversal of previous practices.

I owe much of my administration’s success
to our new approach to Cross-Strait rela-
tions. The new way of thinking revolves
around moving beyond the outdated mode of
unilateralism that previously characterized,
and also hindered, relations between the two
sides. As the renowned diplomatic historian
Paul Schroeder concluded in his study of the
events that led up to the Congress of Vienna
peace era, ‘‘One must have change of
thought, before one can have change of ac-
tion.”

Before I came to office, we had all wit-
nessed the spread of instability, unpredict-
ability and especially insecurity in Cross-
Strait relations. I had long recognized that
Cross-Strait relations required a new
mindset, one that would emphasize the com-
monalities, take advantage of our shared in-
terests, capitalize on our mutual opportuni-
ties and de-emphasize our political disagree-
ments. Former KMT Chairman Lien Chan
undertook some of the first steps towards in-
stilling this new mindset when he embarked
on his “Journey of Peace” to the mainland
in 2005. His speech at Peking University,
calling for the two sides to join together to
“‘beat swords into plowshares,” captured the
essence of this new idea. The decades-old ri-
valry between Taiwan and mainland China
was thus given a rare window of opportunity
for change.

After I came to office in 2008, I worked
hard to accelerate this change. All around
me, the world was changing at breakneck
speed while the ill-founded policies of the
last decade were threatening to sideline Tai-
wan in the Asia-Pacific region. I knew I had
to break out of the Cross-Strait deadlock for
the sake of Taiwan’s economic future and
national security. Hence, I championed a
‘“‘three-no’> policy of ‘“‘no unification, no
independence, and no use of force’’ under the
ROC Constitution. This has changed the fun-
damental structure of, and created a ‘‘vir-
tuous cycle” for, Cross-Strait relations.

I then adopted the ‘92 Consensus’ as the
cornerstone for the Cross-Strait negotia-
tions. The 92 Consensus, meaning ‘‘one
China, respective interpretations’, has prov-
en crucial to paving the way forward. It was
under this Consensus that the six rounds of
Chiang-Chen Talks were able to take place,
and the two sides were able to achieve so
many practical, indeed incredible, break-
throughs. By ‘“‘putting Taiwan first for the
benefit of the people,” we and Beijing have
thus far signed 15 agreements that tackle the
issues of greatest concern to the people in
Taiwan. At the same time, my administra-
tion managed to institutionalize convenient,
predictable and stable channels for Cross-
Strait communications. It was only through
this groundwork that the next milestone—of
signing an Economic Cooperation Frame-
work Agreement (ECFA) last year—could be
realized and its benefits fully exercised. One
econometric study has even shown that the
ECFA will eventually add 4.4% to our GDP,
once the dynamic gains of structural adjust-
ments have time to be fully implemented.
And that is not even including other poten-
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tial spillover benefits as a result of an im-
proved services, trade and investment envi-
ronment.

It is also my belief that increased ex-
changes across the Strait will lead to in-
creased exchanges with other countries, for
both sides. This will enhance mutual under-
standing between Taiwan, the mainland and
other countries, which will in turn help
Cross-Strait relations evolve even further.
That is, the virtuous cycle in Cross-Strait
relations has positive consequences for the
international community, which then adds
even greater momentum to improvements in
Cross-Strait relations. For example, due to
the diplomatic truce between the two sides
of the Strait, the number of diplomatic allies
that Taiwan has remained constant at 23,
compared to a loss of six allies by the pre-
vious administration. Taiwan has also joined
the Government Procurement Agreement
(GPA) and become an observer in the World
Health Assembly (WHA) after a hiatus of 38
yvears. Taiwan has expanded its visa waiver
programs from 53 to 113 countries and re-
gions—with the United States as a notable
exception, as well as working-holiday ar-
rangements for young people from 2 to 6
countries.

This just shows what can be achieved by
merely changing the way one thinks. This I
believe is also the essence of good govern-
ance: never to interfere, but to build the nec-
essary structures that encourage the right
conditions for growth in society. And it is
through this process of institutionalization
that we created explicit or implicit prin-
ciples, norms, rules, and procedures around
which the expectations of both sides can con-
verge. This very convergence has created
predictability and mutual understanding in
our relations, leading to stability across the
Taiwan Strait and in the region as a whole.
The idea of institutionalizing the Cross-
Strait rapprochement, therefore, is not only
to reduce the possibility of miscalculation
but, more importantly, to increase the cost
of reversing this trend.

THE SECOND LINE OF DEFENSE: ENHANCING TAI-
WAN’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL DE-
VELOPMENT
Although the incredible breakthroughs

achieved in Cross-Strait relations have en-

sured a brighter future for Taiwan and the
region, Taiwan’s national security is also
heavily dependent on how it contributes to
the international community. I envision Tai-
wan contributing on two primary fronts: the
economy, and foreign relations. In terms of
the economy, Taiwan already has the infra-
structure and conditions in place to attract
the best talent and become East Asia’s next
commercial center. Without a doubt, the ex-
pansive business and personal networks Tai-
wan has built up throughout the region over
the last 60 years are an invaluable asset. Its
historical ties and cultural and language af-
finity with the mainland give it a competi-
tive edge in the vast Chinese mainland mar-

ket. At the same time, Taiwan also has a

special partnership with Japan, as we share

many cultural traits, common interests,
ideas and even the same fashion sense.

Therefore, many Japanese and Taiwanese

businessmen have decided to work together

to enter the mainland Chinese market. And
this type of win-win partnership can be suc-
cessfully repeated with other countries.

Taiwan is located at the geographical cen-
ter of East Asia, and could not be in a better
position for tapping into business opportuni-
ties in the region. Any businessman or mul-
tinational company based in Taiwan has con-
venient access to the whole Asia-Pacific re-
gion. With direct air and sea links, Taiwan is
connected to all major cities in the Chinese
mainland, from the coastal metropolises of
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Shanghai and Beijing, to the fast developing
cities in the Chinese hinterlands. At the
same time, all other major cities in the re-
gion—such as Tokyo, Seoul, Singapore, New
Dehli, or Sydney—are well within reach.

Taiwan is also endowed with many ‘‘soft-
power”’ attributes that make it an ideal
place for both domestic and multinational
companies. Its democracy and rule of law en-
sure that the rights of individuals and com-
panies, including intellectual property
rights, are guaranteed. The country’s mod-
ern and comprehensive transportation,
healthcare and education infrastructure en-
sures that those who live here enjoy access
to very good quality services. We also have a
highly educated, innovative and skilled labor
force just waiting for foreign companies to
tap into. We have created an enviably safe
society where anyone out at night walking
their dogs or buying food at the grocery
store can feel safe. And improvements are
happening all the time, making our society a
better place to live and do business in.
Against a backdrop of stable Cross-Strait re-
lations, Taiwan’s regional connections, geo-
graphic advantages and soft-power attributes
make it poised to ride the next wave of op-
portunities in the region, and to help others
do the same if they choose to join us.

With respect to foreign relations, there is
also a lot of value that Taiwan can add to
the global community. And as a maturing
democracy, I believe Taiwan must learn to
fully shoulder its own responsibilities in the
world. In fact, Taiwan’s national security is
inseparably tied to its role as a responsible
stakeholder. Our nation’s political and eco-
nomic survival depends entirely on how well
we uphold the peace and stability of the
international system. This is the same sys-
tem that is making Taiwan prosperous, and
allowing our government and people to con-
nect with the rest of the world in ways that
are enriching our nation even further. So,
Taiwan certainly has a vested interest in
putting a stop to improper diplomatic prac-
tices and in adopting a foreign aid policy
that is more in line with international
standards and norms. This is exactly what
we have been doing over the last three years.
Humanitarian work has especially become
an important platform for Taiwan’s con-
tributions to the international community.
Taiwan’s democracy and economic pros-
perity have combined to give rise, to a vi-
brant society of numerous non-profit organi-
zations. In almost every major disaster that
has occurred in the world recently, Taiwan
has been an important contributor, whether
providing financial aid to help rebuild homes
in Sichuan, or giving life-sustaining medical
aid to Haitian children. We were also one of
the first to arrive with emergency relief sup-
plies and rescue teams when Japan was
struck by the triple disaster of an earth-
quake, tsunami and nuclear incident. Deeply
saddened by the devastation, my wife and I
were personally on hand to answer calls from
donors at a major fundraiser in Taiwan last
March. An equivalent of 27 million US dol-
lars was raised that night. My administra-
tion had also pledged another 3 million US
dollars. In fact, Taiwan ended up donating
more than 200 million US dollars in total,
which is Japan’s biggest donor so far. But, as
you may know, our humanitarian contribu-
tions in that crisis extended beyond Japan.
Our China Airlines was chartered to help fly
out scores of US expatriates to Taipei before
they headed back home to the United States.
This second defense line aims to give Taiwan
a higher moral ground in international poli-
tics.

THE THIRD LINE OF DEFENSE: ALIGNING
TAIWAN’S DEFENSE WITH DIPLOMACY

From securing the Cross-Strait rapproche-
ment to enhancing Taiwan’s contributions in
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international development, I now come to
the last but equally significant part of the
ROC’s national security: aligning Taiwan’s
defense with diplomacy. I have two prior-
ities. First, I want to continue to build up
Taiwan’s credibility and trust with our clos-
est allies, especially the United States. To be
a trustworthy partner, Taiwan must be keen-
ly aware of how its actions in the inter-
national system affect the interests of the
big powers. This means ‘‘never rocking the
boat’ and ‘‘full consultation.”

Second, Taiwan has the resolve to defend
itself. My administration wants to enhance
Taiwan’s defense capability on a newly de-
signed volunteer military system. This is a
huge undertaking, as we need to overcome
difficulties in training, organization, finance
and military doctrines. However, we are con-
fident that we will succeed in building a
small but strong military force. Complemen-
tary to our defense capability is Taiwan’s
democratic values, rule of law, and an ad-
vanced civil society, which could make Tai-
wan an indispensable reference for socio-eco-
nomic development in the Chinese mainland.
This is, it could be said, a soft-power ap-
proach to national defense.

Given the high stakes that America has in-
vested in the region, I am sure the US, of all
countries, can appreciate my administra-
tion’s commitment to being a responsible
stakeholder. For example, President Barack
Obama expressed earlier this year his sup-
port for the progress that has been made to
reduce Cross-Strait tensions, and in par-
ticular how its continuation will be in the
interests of the region and the United
States. However, for Cross-Strait relations
to continue advancing, the US must help
Taiwan level the playing field. Negotiating
with a giant like the Chinese mainland is not
without its risks. The right leverage must be
in place, otherwise Taiwan cannot credibly
maintain an equal footing at the negotiation
table. This is why I continue to urge the US
to provide Taiwan with necessary defensive
weaponry, such as the F-16 C/Ds and diesel-
powered submarines, to keep its aerial and
naval integrity intact, which is key to main-
taining a credible defense. As Secretary of
Defense Robert Gates wrote in Foreign Af-
fairs last year, the US can best help itself by
“helping others defend themselves.”” At the
same time, American presence in the very
system it helped create decades ago is cru-
cial to that system’s survival. In the end,
only a strong US commitment, backed by its
credibility in East Asia, can guarantee the
peace and stability of this region.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

In conclusion, a country’s overall strategy
for security requires a sound political foun-
dation in the domestic setting. My approach
to Taiwan’s national security is based on my
administration’s unwavering identification
with the Republic of China and its Constitu-
tion. This is a common denominator for our
vibrant democracy, which has a wide spec-
trum of political views ranging from those
who prefer de jure Taiwan independence, to
those who enjoy the status quo and to those
who favor reunification with mainland
China. Any deviation from or equivocation
on this common denominator will only cause
unnecessary uncertainties and risks in Tai-
wan’s domestic politics, Cross-Strait rela-
tions and international politics. Given that
the stakes for all the countries in East Asia
and for Taiwan’s future development are
high, I am confident my approach to the
ROC’s national security is already at an op-
timum.

My friends in America, the future of the
region holds enormous opportunities, but
also many potential pitfalls. Changes in both
Taiwan and the mainland’s domestic politics
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could derail much of what has been achieved.
Intransigence, overconfidence or unilateral
pursuit of national interests could lead to a
losing scenario for all relevant parties. So it
will be essential to keep track of these mov-
ing pieces in the future. For my part, the
process of transforming Taiwan into a valu-
able member of the global community, and
thus ultimately enhancing its own security,
will continue full-steam ahead under my ad-
ministration. The same-old ‘‘no frills, no
surprise’’diplomacy will also continue to be
the operational code for my administration’s
conduct of foreign policy. That said, I hope
this year will mark the start of a new 100
years that will be known as the century
when the Taiwan-US partnership achieved
its greatest accomplishments.
Thank you!
PRESIDENT MA’S CLOSING REMARKS

Dear friends and colleagues, as the famous
American poet Robert Frost once wrote, ‘I
took the road less travelled by, and that has
made all the difference.” The past three
years have witnessed unprecedented break-
throughs and positive developments in Tai-
wan and the region. Yet for the road ahead,
we still need to be patient and careful in our
political rhetoric, in the signals we send, in
the gestures we make, and in the reputation
we cultivate. I draw reassurance from the
positive developments that continue to un-
fold across the Strait and in the inter-
national community, and I have full con-
fidence in my administration’s roadmap. On
a deeper level the improvement of Cross-
Strait relations in the past three years re-
flects the result of something fundamentally
more significant: the comprehensive over-
haul of Taiwan’s strategic approach to the
world. An approach that has coupled Cross-
Strait relations, the economy and foreign re-
lations together in such a way as to fully
maximize Taiwan’s potential value in the
global community. Taiwan has to transform
itself into a peacemaker, a contributor of hu-
manitarian aid, a center for innovation and
business opportunities, a major promoter of
cultural exchange and the standard bearer of
Chinese culture. As the Republic of China
reaches its centennial anniversary, I believe
my administration’s grand strategy will
make the Republic more secure, more pros-
perous for many, many years to come. I also
firmly believe America’s friendship will be
an inseparable part of the Republic of Chi-
na’s future, as it has been in the past one
hundred years.

Thank you!

————

A TRIBUTE TO IOWA GIRL SCOUT
TEAM

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a group of Girl Scouts from Ames
and Gilbert, lowa, who came together and
formed a team called the Flying Monkeys. In
May, they will be participating in a FIRST
Lego League competition in Carlsbad, Cali-
fornia.

The FIRST Lego League North American
Open is a national contest that encourages
young girls to become interested in science
and engineering. The competition is limited to
76 teams from North America with each region
selecting a team to represent them.

In January, the Flying Monkeys, under the
direction of their Troop Leaders Claire Bassett
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and Melissa Murray, and assisted by Zack
Pachol won the lowa FIRST Lego League In-
novation Award for the invention of their de-
vice called the BOB—1. This device is an im-
proved prosthesis for a girl who was born with
missing fingers on her right hand and will help
her to write. They have gone on to compete
for the Global Innovation Award to win a full
utility patent for BOB-1 and win a trip to
Washington D.C.

| commend the Flying Monkeys for their
commitment to leadership in science and tech-
nology. This group of girls—Courtney Pohlen,
Gaby Dempsey, Maria Werner Anderson, Zoe
Groat, Mackenzie Grewell, and Kate Murray—
are future leaders of this country of whom
lowans should be very proud.

| know that my colleagues in the United
States Congress will join me in congratulating
these girls on their accomplishments. It is my
honor to serve as their representative, and |
wish them the best of luck in the future.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS
YEAR’S DR. NAN S. HUTCHINSON
BROWARD SENIORS HALL OF
FAME INDUCTEES

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the eleven Broward residents—Joel
Fass, Bea Hedigan, John Gargotta, Maria
Thereza Mayo, Kenneth S. Rubin, Mayor
Emma Shoaff, Esmie Straw, Lora Thomson,
Belle Trebuck, Dr. Steven Weisberg, and
Commissioner Lois Wexler—that were recently
elected to the Aging and Disability Center of
Broward County’s Dr. Nan S. Hutchison
Broward Seniors Hall of Fame. These eleven
volunteer and community leaders have dedi-
cated much of their retirement to improving
Broward County, and it is my privilege to con-
gratulate them today for this great achieve-
ment.

This group of elected officials, business
leaders, lawyers, and community activists has
tirelessly worked to improve the quality of life
for Broward’s seniors. Their continuous serv-
ice to the South Florida community, especially
their humanitarian efforts and their advocacy
for the less fortunate, makes me proud to call
these 11 individuals my neighbors and friends.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to stand before
you today and recognize the achievements of
this year's Dr. Nan S. Hutchinson Broward
Seniors Hall of Fame inductees. Their dedica-
tion and hard work has truly made Broward
County a better place.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘“OIL CON-
SUMER PROTECTION ACT OF
2011

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | am in-
troducing the “Oil Consumer Protection Act of
2011,” legislation that would subject the Orga-
nization of Petroleum Exporting Countries,
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