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Act of 2004 until December 31, 2014, and for
other purposes.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to
any further proceedings with respect to
this bill.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard.

The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar.

Mr. REID. Mr.
Chair announce
please.

President, will the
morning business,

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business until 11 a.m., with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the ma-
jority controlling the first half and the
Republicans controlling the final half.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Senator
HATCH and I be able to speak in a col-
loquy.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

THE BUDGET

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, the
Congressional Budget Act requires that
Congress pass a budget by April 15. The
Republican House has passed its budg-
et. They stated their financial vision
for the future in America. The Demo-
cratic Senate, however, has not passed
a budget in 750 days. It has been 750
days since we have had a budget that
passed the Senate. This year they
haven’t even brought a budget forward
to committee to begin to mark up a
budget as specifically required by the
same statute. They have not even put
forward a plan.

The Democrats control the Senate.
They campaigned for the majority and,
as my wife says to me when I complain:
You asked for the job. So we have the
largest economy on Earth, and we are
in the middle of a fiscal crisis. For the
majority party to skip work on the Na-
tion’s budget is not something to be
taken lightly.
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I ask my good friend, the Senator
from Utah, the ranking Republican on
the Finance Committee, my former
chairman in the Judiciary Committee,
if the American people were polled,
how many does the Senator think
would say the Senate should not pass a
budget?

Mr. HATCH. That is a good question.
The distinguished ranking member of
the Budget Committee has asked a fun-
damental question. The answer, to me,
and I think everybody else, is as clear
as a bell: The American people over-
whelmingly expect the Senate to do
the people’s business. First, we have to
get our fiscal house in order. The
House has taken the first step. The
folks in Utah have dealt with their
family budgets, business budgets, and
government budgets, and they rightly
ask that the Senate do exactly the
same.

Mr. SESSIONS. One reason it is so
important to have an honest, open
budget process is that budgets are so
easy to manipulate and spend. The
President, in proposing a budget some-
time ago, said his budget called on
America to live within its means and
“not add more to the debt.” That was
the President’s own statement. In fact,
his budget doubles the debt in 10 years,
producing annual deficits each year,
the lowest of which never once fell
below $748 billion. In fact, that would
average almost $1 trillion a year and
nowhere close to balancing.

The CBO found numerous gimmicks
when they analyzed the President’s
plan. They found that it contained an-
other $2.3 trillion in deficits. It in-
creased the deficit. The President de-
livered a speech promising $4 trillion in
savings over 12 years. After his budget
was ill-received by objective com-
mentators all over the country, edi-
torial boards, and in Congress, he made
a speech and he promised $4 trillion in
savings over 12 years. But the com-
mittee analysts on our staff revealed
that this so-called framework actually
worsens the budget in relation to the
CBO baseline.

Does the Senator from Utah believe
the White House and the Democratic
leaders in the Senate should produce
an honest, concrete, fact-based budget
on which we can rely?

Mr. HATCH. I sure do. They actually
worsen the deficit by $2.2 trillion in re-
lation to the CBO baseline.

Until one sees the numbers in black
and white, the budget is just talk.
Democrats and Republicans have an
obligation to produce fiscal blueprints
in an intellectually honest, complete,
and transparent fashion. The majority,
the Democrats, have the responsibility
to take the first step, and the Repub-
licans have a responsibility to convey
our fiscal blueprint through debate and
amendments. That is the way this tra-
ditionally has always been done. As the
distinguished ranking member indi-
cated, our side is ready to engage in
this important debate and process, but
it is hard to do it when they would not
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even put up a budget. They have not
done that in the last couple of years.
Without a budget, we don’t have any-
thing to debate and analyze.

Mr. SESSIONS. I ask Senator HATCH,
for the people who may not under-
stand, it is the chairman’s responsi-
bility to call a hearing and to begin a
markup, and the minority is not able
to call the committee into effect. So
we do have to look to the chairman,
and probably the chairman would oper-
ate in relation to the majority leader
to call the committee into session; is
that right?

Mr. HATCH. There is no question
about it. The chairman has the respon-
sibility for holding hearings that lead
up to a budget resolution, the struc-
ture of the budget resolution, in ac-
cordance with his party’s belief, it
seems to me, and then bringing it up in
committee where both sides can argue
about it and both sides have the right
to amend and improve it. Then they
can bring it to the Senate floor. But
they don’t do that. Then they wonder
why we are in such fiscal difficulties.

I know the distinguished Senator
from Alabama understands this fully as
the ranking member on the Budget
Committee. Having also been chairman
of the Judiciary Committee, frankly, I
am concerned about it—and I think ev-
erybody 1is concerned—because they
don’t want to come up with a budget,
and there may be invalid reasons for
that.

Mr. SESSIONS. The budget is fun-
damentally a plan, a vision for the fi-
nancial future of America. It is as-
tounding that the party in the major-
ity is not even prepared to say to the
American people——

Mr. HATCH. Will the Senator yield?

Mr. SESSIONS. Yes.

Mr. HATCH. There is nothing more
important in our lives now than com-
ing up with a budget that would put us
on a downward trend for spending. We
are spending around 69 percent of the
GDP. Our national debt of $14.3 trillion
is 90 percent of the GDP. We are headed
toward 90 percent of GDP of spending.
If we get there, this country will have
difficulties that will be difficult to
overcome. That is where we are headed,
especially if we don’t have a budget to
debate on the floor of the Senate.

Mr. SESSIONS. I couldn’t agree
more. When the President submitted
his budget, Mr. Erskine Bowles, whom
the President asked to chair the fiscal
commission that was supposed to come
up with a plan to help us get out of this
fix, said the President’s budget is no-
where close to what is necessary to
avoid our fiscal nightmare. That is
what the co-chair of the President’s
commission said.

So now we are looking to Congress.
That is the President’s proposal, but
the Senate has to move forward a pro-
posal. We cannot even go to conference
and begin to work out a budget that
both Houses can agree on until the
Senate moves a budget forward.

Mr. HATCH. That is right. I think
the distinguished chairman of the



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-08T14:52:09-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




