May 19, 2011

OFFSHORE PRODUCTION AND
SAFETY ACT

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise
today to discuss the importance of re-
sponsibly increasing our domestic
drilling and energy production in order
to secure America’s energy future.
Montana is home to the Bakken oil and
gasfield, the largest technically recov-
erable onshore oilfield in the United
States. In 2007, production from Elm
Coulee field in Richland County aver-
aged 53,000 barrels per day—more than
the entire State of Montana a few
years earlier. That number is expected
to rise significantly as new pathways
to market are put in place. Advance-
ments in oil and gas technology are
also making it possible for us to ex-
tract resources that just 5 years ago no
one thought was possible.

I will continue to push responsible
development of the Bakken Field. Oil
and gas development in the Bakken re-
gion has applied new technology origi-
nally designed to enhance natural gas
development and turned a small field
into the largest onshore field in the
United States. Our job in the Senate
should be to encourage these Kkinds of
innovations. Our job in the Senate
should be to make sure that in places
like the Bakken, where it makes all
the sense in the world to develop, gov-
ernment agencies approve and permit
exploration and development in a time-
ly fashion. The Bakken is a strong ex-
ample of where Montana is contrib-
uting to increasing American-made en-
ergy.

The Outer Continental Shelf is an-
other good example. We can and should
encourage investment in this area so
that we increase production to meet
our needs as the consumer of 25 percent
of the world’s produced oil. We must
also continue to explore for new re-
sources—and prove those—since as of
now we only have 3 percent of the
world’s reserves.

Unfortunately, there are a number of
proposals supported by my colleagues
across the aisle who do not responsibly
balance the U.S. energy needs with our
responsibility to protect our coastal
communities and other economic live-
lihoods. Specifically, S. 953 does the
exact opposite of what we need to safe-
ly and responsibly increase American
production.

The systemic lack of oversight in the
Minerals Management Service was a
critical component of last year’s Deep-
water Horizon explosion and 3-month
oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico. The
failure of BP, Halliburton and others to
follow safety requirements, and the
failure of the Federal Government to
enforce these requirements, has cost
our country tens of millions of dollars.
These irresponsible oversights caused
significant economic and environ-
mental harm to an entire region.

In response to this disaster, the Na-
tional Commission on the BP Deep-
water Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore
Drilling stated as their first finding
that ‘‘the explosive loss of the Macondo
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well could have been prevented.” The
report key findings also state, ‘“‘Funda-
mental reform will be needed in both
the structure of those in charge of the
regulator oversight and their internal
decision making process to ensure
their political autonomy, technical ex-
pertise, and the full consideration of
environmental protection concerns.”

S. 953 does the exact opposite of what
the offshore drilling commission rec-
ommended by encouraging lax over-
sight by setting an arbitrary timeline
of 60 days, allowing insufficient time
for in-depth analysis. Let’s be honest:
the practical effect of that policy
would be for certain administrations to
approve permits that they should not
approve while other administrations
reject permits that could ultimately
have been approved. This kind of rush
to judgment will only inject even more
politics into our energy debates. As the
Senate has shown time and again, that
is the last thing we need.

No, it is time for a little less poli-
ticking and a little more common
sense in our energy policy. Yet this bill
also forces the Department of Interior
to reissue leases without any environ-
mental review—the opposite of the full
environmental consideration the BP
oilspill commission suggested. When a
group of folks get together and tell you
how to prevent another Gulf of Mexico
disaster, the commonsense thing to do
is listen to them.

I believe there are responsible meas-
ures we can take and should take to in-
crease domestic protection, which
makes us more energy secure and helps
to insulate us from unpredictable ups
and downs in world production. We
need to dedicate resources to effi-
ciently and effectively processing drill-
ing applications. But tying the agen-
cies’ hands behind their backs with ar-
bitrary deadlines or forcing them to
hold lease sales and not process envi-
ronmental reviews does not address the
problem.

If the Deepwater Horizon disaster
proved anything, it is that cutting cor-
ners doesn’t promote our economy or
protect our environment. Encouraging
regulators to look the other way or
deny permits because they cannot fully
consider them is antithetical to good
governance. That is not good for Amer-
ican production, American jobs or
American energy security.

———

PANCREATIC CANCER RESEARCH
AND EDUCATION ACT

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I wish to
speak about a devastating illness, pan-
creatic cancer, and what we in the Sen-
ate can do to address this serious prob-
lem. Winston Churchill once said,
‘““‘Healthy citizens are the greatest
asset any country can have.” I could
not agree more.

Pancreatic cancer is a serious disease
that affects over 42,000 Americans each
year. We have made great strides to ex-
pand cancer research and improve
treatments, but unfortunately pan-
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creatic cancer research is where breast
cancer research was in the 1930s. The
survival rate for pancreatic cancer
today is the same as it was 30 years
ago. We have little understanding of
the causes, no methods of early detec-
tion, few effective treatments, and sin-
gle-digit survival rates.

Pancreatic cancer is the fourth-lead-
ing cause of cancer death in the United
States, and 75 percent of pancreatic
cancer patients die within a year of di-
agnosis; the b-year survival rate is
barely 5 percent.

According to a recent report on can-
cer trends, death rates for pancreatic
cancer are increasing while death rates
for all cancers combined, including the
four most common cancers, prostate,
breast, lung and colorectal, continue to
decline. It is time to do something
about this tragedy, this death sentence
for tens of thousands of Americans.

It is time to make a serious commit-
ment to ensure that advances in pan-
creatic cancer research keep up with
the progress we have seen in fighting
other types of cancers. That is why I
am proud to be a cosponsor of S. 362,
the Pancreatic Cancer Research and
Education Act, introduced by the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE. This legislation is de-
signed to address the shortfalls in pan-
creatic cancer research by developing a
comprehensive, strategic annual plan
for pancreatic cancer research and
awareness activities.

The Pancreatic Cancer Research and
Education Act would better target re-
search, develop a cadre of committed
scientists, promote physician and pub-
lic awareness and require account-
ability for these efforts. The bill cre-
ates a b-year pilot project for the high-
est mortality cancers, defined as those
with 5-year survival rates below 50 per-
cent. It builds upon the Specialized
Programs of Research Excellence,
SPORES, that exist for breast and pros-
tate cancer by designating at least two
additional pancreatic cancer SPORES.

Finally, the bill promotes physician
and public awareness through partner-
ships between the National Institutes
of Health, NIH, and Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, CDC, and pa-
tient advocacy organizations to de-
velop a primary care provider edu-
cation program.

The most important thing that we in
Congress can do for those who have
pancreatic cancer is to resolve to find
new ways to improve treatments for
those suffering from this devastating
disease.

The health of our citizens is not a
Democratic or Republican issue, it is
an American priority and one we must
all champion. The well-being of our
country depends on the well-being of
our citizens.

I urge my Senate colleagues to join

me in supporting S. 362, the Pancreatic
Cancer Research and Education Act.
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