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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.

0 1533

Ms. BASS of California changed her
vote from ‘“‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title was amended so as to read:
“A bill to amend title 38, United States
Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to establish a VetStar
Award Program.”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2017,
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2012

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 287 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2017.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2017)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2012, and
for other purposes, with Mr. DREIER in
the chair.

June 1, 2011

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Alabama (Mr.
ADERHOLT) and the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. PRICE) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

It is my honor to present the fiscal
year 2012 appropriations bill for the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

This bill before us today, perhaps
more than any other bill, exemplifies
the difficult choices that need to be
made in order to address our Nation’s
fiscal crisis.

This bill demonstrates how we can
fully fund vital security programs
while also reducing spending overall.
Furthermore, this bill does not rep-
resent a false choice between fiscal re-
sponsibility and security. Both are na-
tional security priorities, and both are
vigorously addressed in this bill.

I am under no illusion that everyone
here in this Chamber will agree with
the spending reductions included in
this legislation; but now, more than
ever, our government needs fiscal dis-
cipline, and this bill takes the nec-
essary steps toward that goal.

The bottom line: more money and
more government do not equal more se-
curity. So in this time of skyrocketing
debt and persistent threats, we must
get our homeland security priorities
right.

The bill before us today provides $40.6
billion in discretionary funding, or al-
most $3 billion, which is 7 percent
below the request, and $1.1 billion, or
almost 3 percent below the fiscal year
2011 level. In addition, the bill also in-
cludes $1 billion in offset, emergency
supplemental funding for FEMA’s dis-
aster relief fund immediately upon en-
actment. There are no earmarks that
are set out in this bill or the accom-
panying report.

The bill places priority on funding
our Nation’s greatest security needs—
fully funding all frontline personnel
such as Border Patrol, CBP officers,
ICE officers, Coast Guard military per-
sonnel, and Secret Service agents, and

fully funding all intelligence,
watchlisting, and threat targeting
functions.

In addition, the bill provides funding
where the administration and the De-
partment of Homeland Security have
failed. This bill makes up for the near-
ly $650 million shortfall handed to us
by the Department through phony, un-
authorized fee collections. It is irre-
sponsible for the administration to
submit a budget based on the illusion
that Congress is going to raise taxes or
fees in this current economy.

This bill also addresses the wholly in-
adequate request for disaster relief
funding and provides the resources to
help our communities recover from
natural disasters, like the unprece-
dented flooding across the Mississippi
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