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Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, on June 7th,
2011, former Technical Sergeant Shinyei
Rocky Matayoshi will go the Hall of Heroes at
the Pentagon to be awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross for extraordinary heroism during
World War Il as a member of the famed
442nd Regimental Combat Team of the United
States Army. This marks the 29th Distin-
guished Service Cross awarded to the 100th
Battalion and the 442nd Regimental Combat
Team.

Rocky was born in 1924 in the sugar planta-
tion town of Koloa on the island of Kauai. He
was a senior at Kauai High School when
Japan attacked Pearl Harbor. Shortly after the
attack, Rocky’s father was arrested and sent
to a detention center for Japanese Americans
in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Rocky left school to
work for the sugar plantation to help with the
war effort and support his family.

When the call for volunteers for the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team was announced in
February 1942, Rocky was one of three in his
community to volunteer. He hoped that by vol-
unteering and demonstrating his loyalty, his fa-
ther would be allowed to come home to care
for his five other children. Unfortunately, that
didn’t happen.

Rocky was assigned to Company G, 2nd
Battalion of the 442nd. He began as a private
and through diligence and hard work was pro-
moted to Technical Sergeant of the 3rd Pla-
toon. Following his training at Camp Shelby,
Mississippi, Rocky went with his unit to Italy in
June 1944. He participated in every campaign
in ltaly and France and reported for roll call
every day except for two days when he was
confined to the field hospital for illness.

Rocky’s combat philosophy was to serve as
his own scout—and to take the highest risk
assignments for himself. He led by example,
displaying courage and leadership, which his
men accepted and respected.

| quote from the citation awarding the Distin-
guished Service Cross to Technical Sergeant
Shinyei “Rocky” Matayoshi:

For extraordinary heroism in action:

Technical Sergeant Shinyei Matayoshi dis-
tinguished himself by acts of gallantry and
intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty
while serving as a Platoon Sergeant in Com-
pany G, 2d Battalion, 442d Regimental Com-
bat Team during combat operations against
an armed enemy on Mount Belvedere, Italy.
On 7 April 1945, Technical Sergeant
Matayoshi ordered his Platoon to advance up
the steep slopes of Mount Belvedere to seize
the heavily fortified forest areas that were
under enemy control. As the Platoon ap-
proached the elevated ridge line, Technical
Sergeant Matayoshi’s Platoon was attacked
by intense machine gun fire from at least
five enemy machine gun nests from frontal,
left and right flanks. Technical Sergeant
Matayoshi did not waiver despite enduring
an overabundance of devastating automatic
and small arms fire while attacking the first
machine gun nest. While suppressing the
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enemy with his Thompson machine gun and
throwing hand grenades, he Kkilled four
enemy soldiers and took one prisoner. De-
spite the intensive barrage of enemy fire-
power, directed against him, Technical Ser-
geant Matayoshi moved forward leading the
direct assault destroying three other ma-
chine gun nests, killing or wounding approxi-
mately fifteen enemy soldiers, some at as
close as a five meter range. Technical Ser-
geant Matayoshi secured the key terrain,
which paved the way for the Battalion’s pur-
suit of the retreating enemy soldiers. Tech-
nical Sergeant Matayoshi’s selfless leader-
ship, courageous actions, and extraordinary
devotion to duty are in keeping with the fin-
est traditions of military service and reflect
great credit upon himself, Company G, 2d
Battalion, 442d Regimental Combat Team,
and the Army of the United States.

When | read this, | am struck by the cour-
age and willingness to sacrifice shown by Sgt.
Matayoshi and all the other young Japanese
American men under his command. At age 21,
with his father held in a detention camp for the
crime of being of Japanese ancestry, Rocky
willingly offered his life in defense of liberty
and, most important, of the United States.
These young men were patriots in the true
sense of the word.

In addition to the Distinguished Service
Cross and the Congressional Gold Medal re-
cently bestowed on all members of the 442nd
and 100th Battalion, Rocky received the Silver
Star with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Bronze Star
Medal for Valor, the Bronze Star Medal for
Meritorious Service, the Purple Heart Medal, a
Presidential Unit Citation, a Meritorious Unit
Citation, the American Campaign Medal, the
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with one
Bronze Service Star, the European-African
Campaign Medal with 4 Bronze Service Stars
and one Arrowhead, the World War Il Victory
Medal, and the Combat Infantryman’s Badge.

Rocky married Elsie Goya of Honolulu, and
they have four children. After attending Wilson
Community College and the lllinois Institute of
Technology, Rocky worked in an auto body
shop and part-time at a gas station. His chil-
dren all earned full scholarships to fund their
undergraduate degrees. Two of his children
earned doctorates—one in physiology and the
other in biophysics—and another earned a
masters degree in biology, all on fellowships.

Congratulations, Rocky, on receiving this
overdue recognition. You and your brothers in
arms taught America a vital lesson that is still
valid today. Being an American is not a matter
of one’s ethnic heritage or race—it is defined
by patriotism and a willingness to sacrifice for
one’s country. Anyone who questions the pa-
triotism of Americans of different ethnic back-
grounds must confront the example of the
Japanese American heroes of World War Il.

Thank you for your selfless service to our
nation.
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Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate The Principal Fi-
nancial Group, led by CEO Larry Zimpleman,
for being recently being named a 2011 Free-
dom Award Recipient. The Freedom Award is
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the highest recognition by the Department of
Defense given to employers that display ex-
ceptional support of their employees serving in
the Guard and Reserve.

Principal employee Major Kerry M. Studer
nominated Principal for this award. Major
Studer is also a recent recipient of the Bronze
Star Medal for his noble service as Com-
manding Officer of the 443rd Transportation
Company in support of Operation Iraqgi Free-
dom.

Major Studer nominated Principal Financial
Group for this award because of the “the ex-
traordinary lengths” his company went in order
to support him and his family while he was
away defending our freedoms. While he was
away, his coworkers looked closely after his
family and would gladly accompany his wife
and children to school and sporting events
that he was unable to attend. Principal also
“adopted” Major Studer's unit and mailed
them hundreds of PT uniforms, t-shirts and
countless care packages.

Principal is one of only 15 companies to re-
ceive this prestigious award amidst the 4,049
nominations submitted. Principal and the other
2011 honorees will be recognized here in
Washington later this year at the 16th annual
Secretary of Defense Employer Support Free-
dom Award Ceremony. Principal Financial
Group joins an elite class as only 145 employ-
ers have attained this honor in the last 15
years.

Mr. Speaker, Major Studer's commitment
and courage during his service coupled with
his company’s unwavering support serves as
an important example of American patriotism
in the heartland as well as the battlefield. |
commend Major Studer, Larry Zimpleman, and
all the employees of Principal for their selfless
dedication to a cause greater than their own.
It is my honor to represent Major Studer, his
family and all lowans in the United States
Congress and | know my colleagues will join
me in congratulating them for their accom-
plishment.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2012

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 1, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2017) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes:

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Chair, |
rise in opposition to the Rokita amendment
(#2) to H.R. 2017, “Making appropriations for
the Department of Homeland Security for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and
for other purposes.” This amendment only
hinders future progress in decreasing TSA’s
current attrition rates.

As you may already know, this February,
John Pistole, TSA’s Administrator, who has
performed 20 years of distinguished service
with the FBI, came to the conclusion that al-
lowing the transportation security workforce to
collectively bargain would not result in less-
ening in the quality of security operations.
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