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law, Federal highway funds can be used for
reconstruction and rehabilitation, but not for
regular maintenance that would help extend
the life of roadways and preserve taxpayers’
investments. Consequently, maintenance of
roads and bridges is deferred until they have
deteriorated to the point where they qualify for
major rehabilitation or reconstruction, at far
greater expense. Visitors are put at risk when
they try to drive around potholes that are too
common on our park roads. My legislation
would make regular maintenance of park
roads eligible for federal highway funding.

As our national parks become increasingly
crowded, alternative transportation systems
are being relied upon to a much greater extent
to help move visitors around. Unfortunately,
that program is also severely underfunded. A
third major focus of my bill would raise the an-
nual funding level for the federal public lands
transit program from the current $24 million to
$100 million, with 60 percent of it being tar-
geted for qualified projects in national parks.

Visitors from throughout our country and
around the world are discovering the natural,
cultural, and historic wonders that are em-
bodied in our national parks. Their experience
should not be diminished, and their safety cer-
tainly should not be placed at risk, while they
visit our national parks. | urge you to join me
in sponsoring this legislation to improve visitor
safety and enjoyment of our parks through im-
proved maintenance and management of its
transportation systems.

——

HONORING MR. WILLIAM CORNELL

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 3, 2011

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of a faithful resident of Western
New York, and a good friend, William F. “Bill”
Cornell of Jamestown, who recently passed
away at the age of 69.

Bill started his career as an instructor of
English at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. In
his later life, he worked as a data processing
manager for Hopes Architectural Products, a
position he held for twenty six years. He was
also employed by the Carriage House in Fre-
donia.

Bill was an active member of the Chau-
tauqua County Democratic Committee and
was active in many civic and political causes
in his hometown. A parishioner of Holy Angels
Roman Catholic Church, Bill and his wife Peg
were devoted parents to their children Chuck
and Kathryn, and they were doting grand-
parents to 5 beautiful grandchildren.

| got to know Bill Cornell well during my ini-
tial campaign for Congress in 2004 and have
come to know him well in the years that have
passed since. A steadfast Democrat proud of
his roots in Jamestown, Bill was the kind of
fellow who would give you the shirt off of his
back. While he will obviously be greatly
missed by friends and family, as a rare breed
of Jamestownian, he will be just as sorely
missed by the community at large.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join with me and
with our colleagues to honor the life of Bill
Cornell and offer the sincerest condolences of
the House to Peg, Chuck, Lori, Kathryn and
Kurt, and to his entire family.

CELEBRATING 25TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE AU PAIR PROGRAM

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 3, 2011

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, on June 9th,
the Department of State will hold a reception
celebrating the 25th anniversary of the au pair
program. Host families, au pairs from Ger-
many, Brazil, Thailand, South Africa, France,
Sweden and Mexico, along with other coun-
tries, and federal officials from the Department
of State, will participate in this event recog-
nizing the strength and longevity of this cul-
tural exchange program.

The first au pairs arrived in New York City
in June of 1986. Since that time, the program
has witnessed dramatic growth, thanks in part
to the leadership and vision of one of the first
authorized sponsors, Au Pair in America, a di-
vision of the American Institute for Foreign
Study (AIFS), located in Stamford, Con-
necticut. AIFS helped establish a regulatory
framework that has allowed more than 87,000
young people to live with and care for the chil-
dren of American families during a mutually
rewarding one- or two-year experience.

This exchange experience has profoundly
changed the lives of au pairs, the young chil-
dren they care for and their host families
through their daily exchange of ideas and
broadening their global understanding through
a sharing of culture, language, and religion.
Furthermore, au pairs have been active con-
tributing members of their American commu-
nity where they live through their engagement
in community and religious activities, giving of
their time and talents to charitable organiza-
tions and volunteering their time to teach
young children in schools about their native
country.

As a proud alumni of one of AIFS’s study
abroad programs, | can personally attest to
the unique educational opportunity living out-
side your native country provides a young stu-
dent. For me, it was a life changing experi-
ence, helping expand my horizons and alter
my way of thinking.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to add my voice in
commending all those who have worked to de-
velop and expand the au pair program over
the past 25 years.

————

HONORING CALL FOR HELP, IN-
CORPORATED FOR 40 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO PEOPLE IN NEED
WITHIN THEIR COMMUNITY

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 3, 2011

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring Call
for Help, Inc. an organization that is cele-
brating 40 years of changing lives.

Call for Help, Inc. provides the only 24-hour
suicide hotline in the Metro-East area of
Southwestern lllinois. Call for Help, Inc., was
chartered in 1970 and began as a suicide and
crisis hotline, operating out of a basement.
While this critical service is still very much a
part of Call for Help’s program offerings, they
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have expanded to meet other critical needs
through the years.

Two residential programs have been added,
one to serve individuals who are homeless
and suffer from chronic mental iliness. Partici-
pants in this program receive medication mon-
itoring, counseling, life skills training and other
services. The other residential program pro-
vides assistance to homeless young women
who are either pregnant or have small chil-
dren. These women receive support and skill
development so they can achieve long-term
independence. Training includes life skills, par-
enting, workplace readiness, GED and other
subjects.

Call for Help, Inc. also provides assistance
to victims of sexual assault and sexual abuse.
Twenty-four-hour response to victims includes
arriving on-site at the hospital or police station
and help navigating the medical and legal sys-
tems.

Last year, Call for Help, Inc., provided crit-
ical assistance to over 25,000 individuals and,
through the years, they have recorded count-
less, remarkable stories of success.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the Board of Directors, ad-
ministration and staff of Call for Help, Inc., for
their 40 years of changing lives and to wish
them continued success in the future.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF MAJOR BRIAN J.
THOMPSON, UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CORPS

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 3, 2011

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the retirement of Major
Brian J. Thompson, United States Marine
Corps, after 20 years of faithful service to his
Nation.

Major Thompson graduated from Dowling
College in Long Island, New York in 1991 with
a Bachelor of Science degree in Aeronautics
and Management. He earned his commission
as a second lieutenant through the Marine
Corps Platoon Leaders Course in June 1991.
Following his graduation from the Basic
School in 1992, he reported to Naval Flight
Training in Pensacola, Florida, earning his
wings in March of 1993.

Following UH-1N replacement pilot training,
he reported to the “Gunrunners” of Marine
Light Attack Helicopter Squadron 269 (HMLA-
269) in New River, North Carolina. While as-
signed to HMLA-269 he deployed with Marine
Heavy Helicopter Squadron 464 aboard the
USS Wasp, during which he participated in
Operation Strong Resolve as the H-1 Sched-
ule Writer. Major Thompson then completed
two deployments with Marine Medium Heli-
copter Squadron 162, cruising aboard the
USS Guam and the USS Saipan. During these
deployments, he participated in Operations
Joint Endeavor, Assured Response, Quick Re-
sponse, and Balkan Calm/Silver Knight, while
serving in a variety of billets, including: Flight
Line Officer, Squadron Weapons and Tactics
Officer, Future Operations Officer, and Oper-
ations Officer.

In March 1999, Major Thompson reported to
Naval Air Station Pensacola to serve as a
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flight instructor. This tour saw him serve as
the Assistant Operations Officer and Oper-
ations Officer of Helicopter Training Squadron
18.

In October 2001, Major Thompson was ac-
cepted into the Strike Transition Program. He
reported to Naval Air Station Meridian, Mis-
sissippi for jet training, then to Naval Air Sta-
tion Oceana, Virginia for F—18 replacement
pilot training. In March 2004, he joined the
“Checkerboards” of Marine Fighter Attack
Squadron 312 at Marine Corps Air Station
Beaufort, South Carolina, where he served as
the S—4 Officer, Director of Safety and Stand-
ardization, and Executive Officer. Following
this tour he reported to Marine Aircraft Group
42 in Atlanta, Georgia in October 2006 to
serve as the group’s Operations Officer.

In June 2008, Major Thompson became the
Air Operations Officer for the 31st Marine Ex-
peditionary Unit in Okinawa, Japan. In this
role, he directed all flight operations both
ashore and aboard three air-capable ships for
three squadrons. In July 2009, he reported to
Training Wing Six in Pensacola, Florida to
serve as the Standardization and Training Offi-
cer. He also served as the Integrated Project
Team Lead for the Undergraduate Military
Flight Officer Program.

Major Thompson accumulated more than
3,800 flight hours during his career. His per-
sonal decorations include the Meritorious
Service Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal, and the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Achievement Medal. He has been
married for 17 years to Monica Miller Thomp-
son, with whom he has a 5-year-old son, Wil-
liam Joseph Thompson.

As a skilled naval aviator and leader of Ma-
rines, Major Thompson embodies the Amer-
ican virtues of service and sacrifice.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am honored to congratulate Major
Thompson on his retirement. My wife Vicki
and | wish him and his family all the best for
continued success.

———————

CONGRATULATING THE CECIL C.
HUMPHREYS MOCK TRIAL TEAM

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 3, 2011

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the mock trial team from the
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law at the Uni-
versity of Memphis for winning the Thurgood
Marshall Mock Trial Competition that took
place March 9th-13th, 2011 in Houston,
Texas. The team consisted of LaChina Algers,
Angela Harris, Chandra Madison, Joseph
McKinney, and their coaches Melanie Stovall
Murry and Bridgett Stigger.

The National Black Law Students Associa-
tion founded this national competition in 2002
to encourage future lawyers to further develop
their proficiency in the courtroom. Hundreds of
competitors compete regionally each year in
the hopes of earning national recognition for
their trial advocacy skills.

This year, through their hard work and com-
mitment to their professional development, the
team from the Cecil C. Humphreys School of
Law took home the national title, defeating
delegations from Harvard, DePaul, St. Mary’s
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and Texas Wesleyan along the way. Their vic-
tory is a testament to the outstanding students
that graduate each year from the University of
Memphis to become successful professionals
in cities all over the nation and the world.

Since it was founded in 1962, the Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law has graduated over
4,500 students. Just this year, law graduates
from the University of Memphis posted a 100
percent first-time passage rate on the Ten-
nessee Bar Exam. As an alumnus of the
School of Law at Memphis, | could not be
prouder of the entire student body for their
achievements and of the exceptional faculty
dedicated to their success.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the Thurgood Marshall Mock
Trial National Champions from the Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law. | commend these
students for dedicating many hours of study
towards this competition. Their time spent in
preparation in addition to their already rigorous
professional law program is evident and rep-
resents the city of Memphis and the University
of Memphis well.

A TRIBUTE TO MARVIN J. WALTER

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 3, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and memory of Marvin J. Walter
of Ames, lowa who passed away this past
Wednesday after an eight year struggle with
multiple myeloma.

Marvin was born on August 22, 1940 and
raised on a farm near Watkins, lowa. After his
high school graduation Marvin went on to re-
ceive two degrees in Animal Science from
lowa State University. Shortly after receiving
his second degree from ISU, Marv married his
wife Janice in September of 1964. Since his
days as a commodity broker on the floor of
the Chicago Mercantile Exchange, Marv main-
tained both a state and national profile by in-
volving himself in several organizations that
are related to the livestock and meat industry.

At the local level, Marv served his commu-
nity as Chairman of the Board of Ames Na-
tional Corporation as well as serving on the
First National Bank and Mary Greeley Medical
Center boards for many years. Marv was also
a proud Rotary member and president. In col-
lege, Marv was a proud member of Alpha
Gamma Rho and the identity and friendships
he established in his fraternity would last a
lifetime. He would go on to be inducted to the
National Alpha Gamma Rho Hall of Fame.

While his contributions to his city and state
have resulted in awards for his distinguished
service, Marv would be the first to tell you that
his family is what he is proud of most. Marv
is survived by two daughters, three grandsons,
two step-grandchildren, and several nieces
and nephews.

Mr. Speaker, Marvin Walter lived his life like
a true lowan by placing service and family
above all else. It was truly an honor to count
him as my friend and the friendship and coun-
sel he has provided me over the years will be
deeply missed. | offer his family my sincerest
sympathies and best wishes in this difficult
time. Thank you.

June 3, 2011

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM
J. GIANNONE OF MOUNTAINSIDE,
NEW JERSEY

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 3, 2011

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart to announce the passing of Wil-
liam J. “B.J.” Giannone lll of Mountainside,
New Jersey. B.J. was only 18 when he died
suddenly following an athletic competition.

B.J. should be remembered for his out-
standing academic achievements at Saint Pe-
ter's Preparatory High School in Jersey City.
He was a commentator for the school football
games, a co-founder of the Society of
Comedic Appreciation and a member of the
baseball and swimming teams. He was also
active in Campus Ministry, the Yearbook Com-
mittee and Marauder’s Nation.

With a love for community service, B.J vol-
unteered his time through his involvement with
the Boy Scouts of America and Our Lady of
Lourdes Church Youth Organization. And he
left behind a strong and growing talent for
songwriting.

A cherished son of Maureen and William
Giannone and a beloved friend to many, B.J.
Giannone will be missed.

| extend to the Giannone family my deepest
sympathies and condolences.

——————
HONORING THE STOWE CENTER OF
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT ON

THE OCCASION OF THE 200TH
BIRTHDAY OF AUTHOR AND ABO-
LITIONIST HARRIET BEECHER
STOWE

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 3, 2011

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
June 14th of the year two-thousand and elev-
en will mark the two-hundredth birthday of au-
thor and impassioned abolitionist Harriet Bee-
cher Stowe.

Stowe, a teacher hailing from Litchfield,
Connecticut, became a central figure during
the fight to end slavery in America after writing
her seminal work, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which
was completed in 1852.

The book’s heart wrenching depiction of life
for African-Americans held in bondage cap-
tivated a nation and inspired the public will to
end the reprehensible institution of slavery.
This treasure of American literature based on
factual events helped change the course of
our Nation’s history by exposing the horror of
slavery to the larger population and became a
corner-stone of the abolitionist movement and
a “clarion call” for freedom.

Today, the legacy of Harriet Beecher Stowe
is carried on by the Harriet Beecher Stowe
Center in Hartford, Connecticut. There, the
Stowe Center carries on her passion and uses
her story to inspire future generations to pick
up the torch of social justice and carry forth
the movement towards equal opportunity and
justice for all.

| want to acknowledge and congratulate the
wonderful staff from the Harriet Beecher
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