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IN HONOR OF LANCE CORPORAL
NICHOLAS O’BRIEN

HON. SUE WILKENS MYRICK
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2011

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | rise today to honor the life
of Lance Corporal Nicholas O’Brien—a Marine
from Stanley, NC, who was killed in action
while serving our country in Afghanistan. He
had just turned 21 two weeks earlier.

Nic—as he was known to family and
friends—entered the United States Marine
Corps knowing the risks, but also knowing that
he had a calling to serve our country.

From a young age, he knew he wanted to
be a Marine, and even turned down scholar-
ships to continue playing baseball—he was a
star player at East Gaston High School, from
which he graduated in 2008.

Lance Corporal Nic O'Brien is what his fa-
ther calls “a true American hero in every
sense of the word.” He’s right.

There is no way that we can adequately
thank our men and women in uniform all for
their service and sacrifice to protect our free-
doms. The thoughts and prayers of our entire
Nation are with them—those who have bravely
served, and the families of those whose ulti-
mate sacrifice will never be forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in expressing our deepest thanks and condo-
lences to the O’Brien family and to everyone
who knew Nic—a true American hero.

———
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, many of my
colleagues know of my passion for jazz music.
This original American art form has played an
influential role in my life and is as integral to
my District as Motown and automobiles. As
such, it has been my pleasure to support and
promote the music over my many years in
Washington.

| am proud to be an original supporter of the
7-year old DC Jazz Festival, now the largest
music festival in the Nation’s Capital. It has
truly been a pleasure to be a part of this event
and all it offers the District and the Nation—
from great year-round jazz programming to
real educational partnerships with the DC pub-
lic schools. Truly, the DC Jazz Festival dem-
onstrates that equality, inclusion and demo-
cratic values stand at the heart of jazz music.

Since its inception in 2005, the DC Jazz
Festival honors living legends each year with
a Lifetime Achievement Award. Past recipients
include Dave Brubeck, Dr. Billy Taylor, Clark
Terry, Hank Jones, Buck Hill, George Wein,
Ellis Marsalis and James Moody. Today | rise
to add my words of congratulations to the
most recent jazz legend to receive this
honor—Mr. Jimmy Heath.

The second oldest brother of the legendary
Heath Brothers, Jimmy Heath has long been
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recognized as a virtuoso instrumentalist, and
magnificent composer and arranger. He has
performed on more than 100 recordings with
his own groups, as well as with jazz icons
such as Dizzy Gillespie, James Moody, and
Miles Davis, to name just a few. Nicknamed
“Little Bird” due to his similarities in saxo-
phone style to Charlie “Bird Parker,” Mr.
Heath has written more than 125 composi-
tions, many of which have become jazz stand-
ards. Mr. Heath has also long understood the
importance of educating the next generation
jazz musician. A preeminent educator, he di-
rected the jazz program at Queens College in
New York for over twenty years. Jimmy Heath
was also a panelist at my 1987 Congressional
Black Caucus Foundation Jazz Forum entitled:
“Jazz a Family Tradition.” He talked about his
experience growing up in a household with
two brothers who also became world re-
nowned jazz musicians: Percy Heath, and Al-
bert “Tootie” Heath.

Jimmy Heath has served on the Board of
the Louis Armstrong Archives housed at
Queens College, and taught at renowned insti-
tutions, including New York's famed
Jazzmobile, Housatonic College, the City Col-
lege of New York, and The New School for
Social Research. Recipient of the 2003 NEA
Jazz Masters Award, we celebrate Jimmy
Heath’s enduring achievements and contribu-
tions to our nation’s singular original art form.

Today, | am proud to honor this American
living legend and pass on my congratulations
for a job well done and an award well de-
served.
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Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and accomplishments of Karl
Bauer who passed away on February 16,
2011. For many years, he served as an active
member of the Greater Independence Park
Neighborhood Association and a source of joy
for all those who knew him.

As a young man, Mr. Bauer escaped from
East Germany and arrived in Chicago in 1957.
He brought with him tremendous skill as a ma-
chinist and worked in several small shops
throughout the city over the course of his life.

After marrying Edith Bauer, the love of his
life, the two bought a house at the corner of
Byron and Hamlin in the center of the 5th
Congressional District. This house served as a
source of pride and happiness for Mr. Bauer
and came to be a model of excellence for the
rest of the neighborhood. He soon became ac-
tive in his new community, joined GIPNA and,
in the words of his neighbors, served as “a fa-
miliar and loveable presence.” Always willing
to help, he acted as a dependable block rep-
resentative and made sure to greet neighbors
at the pancake breakfast every year.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in remembering Karl Bauer and his commit-
ment to improving and supporting his neigh-
borhood. His work has touched the lives of
many in his community, and his contributions
will be greatly missed.
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Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Father John Kevin Ring, who on June 12,
2011 will celebrate his Golden Jubilee of
priestly service in San Francisco, California.

| join my fellow parishioners in profound
gratitude for Father Ring’s service as Pastor of
St. Vincent de Paul Church and St. Vincent de
Paul School, both which have flourished with
his guidance over the past 24 years.

Father John Ring was born in San Fran-
cisco and grew up in St. Anne’s Parish in the
Sunset district. He entered the seminary at St.
Joseph’s College in Mountain View and con-
tinued his studies for the Priesthood at St.
Patrick’'s Seminary in Menlo Park. Father Ring
was ordained a priest on June 10, 1961 at St.
Mary’s Cathedral and began his first assign-
ment at the Most Holy Redeemer Parish in
San Francisco. He served at St. Patrick’s in
Larkspur, St. Matthew’s in San Mateo, St.
Brigid’s in San Francisco and Mater Dolorosa
Church in South San Francisco before being
appointed by Archbishop Quinn in 1986 to
serve as fifth Pastor of St Vincent de Paul
Church in San Francisco.

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church was
founded in 1901, also called the “Church of
Cow Hollow” for its oldest neighborhood,
“Church of the Exposition” for the Panama
Pacific International Exposition that took place
largely in the Marina District and the “Church
of the Earthquakes” since it withstood both of
San Francisco’s big earthquakes.

The 1989 earthquake was a momentous
event in the history of the St. Vincent de Paul
parish because much of the damage was sus-
tained in the Marina District, including consid-
erable structural damage to the church itself.
On the Friday following the earthquake Arch-
bishop John Quinn offered mass at the
church. Father Ring presided over the
church’s renovation which was celebrated at
the Feast of St. Vincent de Paul on Sep-
tember 27, 1991. Both the new altar and the
new pipe organ were dedicated by Archbishop
Quinn in 1993.

As Pastor of St. Vincent de Paul Church,
Father Ring stressed the need to involve the
laity in decision and policy making. During his
Pastorate there were many beginnings, includ-
ing a mass for young adults, a group of Home
Visitors to care for the sick and homebound in
the parish, and beyond, and girls were allowed
to be altar servers.

Father Ring formed a Parish Finance Com-
mittee and worked to stabilize St. Vincent de
Paul School that has become a highly re-
garded parochial school in San Francisco.

The individuals and families in Father Ring’'s
parish have been blessed with a Pastor who
has strengthened their church and school,
built community, and inspired their love for
service and their love for God.

On a personal note, my husband Paul’s par-
ents John and Corinne Pelosi became parish-
ioners of St. Vincent de Paul in the 1930s and
our family has had a relationship with this par-
ish for over 70 years. Although Father Ring
will be retiring he will long be an inspiration to
our family.
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