June 13, 2011

Res. 300) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 2112) making appropria-
tions for Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies programs for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2012,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1380

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
have my name removed from H.R. 1380.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

——————

POLITICAL IED IN IRAQ

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, hav-
ing just returned from Iraq with other
Members to see our military, we fur-
ther met with Prime Minister Maliki.
We discussed the killing of the 35 free-
dom-seeking Iranian dissidents at
Camp Ashraf by Iraqi authorities. The
United States has turned over the pro-
tection of these people who oppose Ira-
nian dictator Ahmadinejad to Iraq. The
Prime Minister’s candid position was
that the dissidents were responsible for
their own deaths and the Iraqi Govern-
ment was not to be blamed for their re-
cent demise.

Upon requesting that we wished to
visit the camp to hear from the people
who actually saw what happened, you
would have thought a political IED had
gone off. The Prime Minister curtly re-
jected that request. In an effort to fair-
ly get at the truth, the statements
from the ones actually present at the
homicides was important. It is dis-
turbing that the Prime Minister re-
fused us access to the Iranian dis-
sidents he promised the United States
he would protect.

What does the Iraqi Government
have to hide? Maybe the truth. Mean-
while, 35 innocent people are dead and
hundreds of others are wounded by this
new ‘‘free’”” democracy in Iraq.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

CONGRATULATING DALLAS MAV-
ERICKS ON WINNING 2011 NA-
TIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIA-
TION CHAMPIONSHIP

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Dallas Mavericks on win-
ning the 2011 National Basketball Asso-
ciation Championship. This is the orga-
nization’s first NBA world champion-
ship title, and I congratulate the team
owner, Mark Cuban, Coach Rick Car-
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lisle, his staff, and the entire Mav-
ericks organization on this great ac-
complishment. I also congratulate the
team’s captain, Dirk Nowitzki, on
being named the recipient of the NBA
Finals Most Valuable Player Award, so
much deserved.

The Mavericks also display a strong
commitment to the Dallas community
through its foundation. The Dallas
Mavericks Foundation is dedicated to
inspiring and motivating our youth to
take their education seriously and to
strive for healthy bodies and minds.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in congratulating each member
of the 2011 NBA Championship Dallas
Mavericks for their very many vic-
tories, but their very first champion-
ship, the champions of our community.

————
[ 1930

CREATING JOBS IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. FLO-
RES). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 5, 2011, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. GRIFFIN) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to yield to some
of my friends here. We are going to
spend some time talking tonight about
the difficulty this country is having in
terms of unemployment and job cre-
ation. We have got a big challenge
ahead of us, and the Republicans here
in the House have a lot of good ideas
about how we can get this economy
going, how we can take the regulatory
burden off of small businesses, how we
can reform the Tax Code for individ-
uals and for businesses so we can be
competitive.

I would like to yield to my friend
from Illinois, ADAM KINZINGER.

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. I thank
the gentleman from Arkansas for yield-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, we are facing some
pretty tough times in our country. I re-
member the days when we had very low
unemployment, and if you wanted a job
you had multiple offers when you got
out of college, and everybody needed
you and the economy was thriving.
And now we are creeping back up in
the unemployment.

I remember when we passed an $800
billion spending package out of the
House of Representatives—$800 bil-
lion—and we were told that if we pass
this spending package, unemployment
will not exceed 8 percent, and we ap-
proached 10 percent. Thankfully, unem-
ployment began to go down, but now it
is stalled out, and it is beginning to go
up again.

What we have is this idea of we need
to spend, we need to borrow, and we
need to tax our way to prosperity. And
what does that do? Well, I will tell you
what it does. It raises our taxes, and it
just piles burdens on our children and
grandchildren—and us. Yes, we all care
about our children and grandchildren,
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but even this generation now is swim-
ming in debt.

Think about this: If you combine the
cost of the war in Iraq and the cost of
the war in Afghanistan, you combine
them this year, do you realize that is
less expensive than what we are paying
just in interest on our national debt?
Just in interest. And that is going to
continue to grow. As we add more and
more debt, that interest is going to
continue to get bigger and bigger. And
do you know what? We have another
year of deficits, so the interest is big-
ger, and we have another year, so the
interest is bigger.

Meanwhile, the job creators, the peo-
ple who really get this economy roll-
ing, the people who we are going to
rely on to take individuals who are un-
employed and take them from recipi-
ents of tax dollars—where they don’t
want to be—to taxpayers, the small
business owners and these factory own-
ers that we want to get manufacturing
back, they are the ones that have to
say, look, I have to invest for 10 and 15
and 20 years in the future, and all I see
is a future of debt, doubt, and despair.

I think my colleagues will agree with
me when I say that we live in the
greatest country in the world, and I
think they will agree with me when I
say there is absolutely no reason, there
is no reason that Americans should
begin to accept the fact that we are in
decline.

America doesn’t have to be a nation
in decline. America is a world leader,
and we can retain our position as the
world leader, but it is not going to be
through what is done in government. It
is not going to be by passing more reg-
ulations. It is not going to be by pass-
ing more taxation. It is not going to be
by more and more rules and redtape.
No. It is going to be done by restoring
that entrepreneurial spirit that made
our country so great in the first place.

I remember as a kid watching cowboy
movies and seeing the old West and
how America built the country that we
have today, and learning about the In-
dustrial Revolution and learning about
those folks that worked long hours to
make what we have, and being very
proud of what I saw, every moment.
But we began to accept that is no
longer in our DNA. Ladies and gen-
tleman, that is not true. That is in our
DNA. That is who we are.

We can recover from this massive
debt we are seeing, and we can do it
easily. Well, we have got to cut spend-
ing, but we have got to get people back
to work.

My home State of Illinois, the Presi-
dent’s home State of Illinois, is a shin-
ing example of what not to do to create
jobs. In Illinois, we just increased the
individual tax rate. Well, that was
probably not overly brilliant, because
now people are leaving Illinois at an
even faster rate than they were prior.

But then we did something especially
crazy—we increased the corporate tax
rate in Illinois. So now you have our
neighbors in Indiana that are really
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