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drug addiction via advocating for better pre-
vention, treatment and recovery services in
the New York State area and abroad.

He was born in Harlem, New York and is
the eldest son of eight siblings. He joined in
matrimony with Talisa S. Ferrand and together
they have one daughter and five grand-
children.

Pastor Ferrand earned a Masters Degree
and received an Honorary Doctorate Degree
from the Bible Faith School on May 18, 2008.
He worked at Reality House Inc, obtained his
CASAC, and became part of the NYS OASAS
faculty helping individuals facing drug and al-
cohol addiction. He also worked as a Program
Director in other treatment programs. In 2010
he received a Human Services Board Certified
Practitioner certification. He is the author of
three books entitled: “We Fall Down But We
Get Up” (the Prodigal Son), Life After Death
(The Do’s & Don’t) and Nos Caemos Pero
Nos Levantamos (EI Hijo Prodigo).

Pastor Ferrand’s Christian journey was influ-
enced by many of the socio-cultural and polit-
ical dynamics impacting society during the
time of the Civil Rights Movements and Black
Panthers. He was also raised in the Baptist
faith.

In 1999 Pastor Ferrand began attending the
Temple of Blessings C.O0.G.I.C. under the
leadership of Pastor David Grayson Jr. where
he became an armor bearer and then a Dea-
con.

In September 2000, Pastor Ferrand was or-
dained by Overseer Frieda Harrison of the Je-
hovah Jireh Ministries. He and his wife then
organized the “Reaching Across the World
Ministries, Inc. (RAWM)”, with the mission of
providing human services that are geared to-
ward reducing social ills impacting humanity.

Pastor Ferrand expanded services at
RAWM’s to include a 350 Hour Educational
Training Program, licensed by the NYS Office
of Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Services,
the North Carolina Substance Abuse Profes-
sional Practice Board and the National Asso-
ciation of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Coun-
selors. He continues to provide annual sum-
mer youth employment, counseling, self help
groups, job interviewing skills, college intern-
ships for undergraduates and graduates as
well as a host of other human services. As a
result of his servitude, he has received numer-
ous proclamations and other accolades.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Pas-
tor Grayling Ferrand for his extraordinary ac-
complishments and his spirit which reflect the
best our nation has to offer.

HONORING ROBERT DUNCAN

HON. TODD ROKITA
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Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a true model Hoosier and American
upon his retirement.

For nearly 40 years, Mr. Robert Duncan has
been the backbone of aviation law in Indiana.
As a leader in the aviation community, Mr.
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Duncan has helped author, advocated for and
implemented the most innovative aviation pol-
icy in the country for the State of Indiana and
the Indianapolis Airport Authority (IAA). Mr.
Duncan has played a pivotal role in the growth
of the Indianapolis Airport, and ultimately, cen-
tral Indiana and the country. The special atten-
tion Mr. Duncan has paid to successfully bal-
ancing the growth of our Indiana’s main Inter-
national Airport, with the protection of the
rights of private citizens a high priority, is a
model for economic growth and personal free-
dom in any industry. His efforts are a part of
Indiana’s Comeback story.

More specifically, Mr. Duncan was the lead
negotiator on all central Indiana aviation-re-
lated land acquisition during his years of serv-
ice to Indiana. Notably, the expansion of the
airport, as well as land acquisitions for the
smaller community airports nearby, has en-
abled the growth that the IAA has contributed
to the Hoosier state. In addition, Mr. Duncan
was directly responsible for the placement of
a United States Postal Service hub with the
IAA. With the establishment of this hub, it laid
the groundwork that would attract other private
sector package carriers and logistics compa-
nies that now operate in Indianapolis and
nearby communities. The economic impact
these expansions have had is immeasurable.
| see the fruits of Bob’s efforts everyday in
West Central Indiana.

With a long list of accolades for his years of
leadership, Mr. Duncan has been named the
Indiana Aviation Man of the Year, as well as
receiving a Special Recognition Award from
the Aviation Association of Indiana. Through-
out his career, Mr. Duncan has made it a habit
to assist other airports with legal matters, at
no cost, aiding growth and demonstrating the
dedication and passion he has with the avia-
tion community throughout the state, to the
benefit of all Hoosiers and travelers to and
from our state.

Mr. Duncan also routinely volunteers his
time for charitable efforts, both in aviation and
in his local community. From his efforts with
the Brownsburg Public Library to his coaching
of basketball and softball, Mr. Duncan has the
heart of a true public servant. Additionally, Mr.
Duncan has routinely flown charitable Angel
Flights throughout the country, to aide those in
need of transportation for medical treatment
without the means to travel. | am particularly
familiar with this type of program, and Bob
and | have piloted several Angel Flights to-
gether.

As a graduate of Hanover College and Indi-
ana University’s School of Law, Bob contrib-
utes back to the education of others interested
in aviation and aviation law. Bob is a super-
vising private flight instructor, as well as an
adjunct professor in aviation law at Indiana
University’s School of Law, Indianapolis.

Hoosiers especially, and Americans, are
lucky to have benefited from the years of dedi-
cated service in planning and abundant exper-
tise provided by Mr. Duncan for nearly four
decades. His volunteerism is an added classic
Hoosier trait. Bob has exemplified the essence
of Hoosier values with his commonsense lead-
ership and dedication to the betterment of our
great state. For his efforts and ethics, | am
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proud to commend this Hoosier, Robert Dun-
can, upon his pending retirement.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE BILL TO
DEVELOP THE SOUTHWEST WA-
TERFRONT IN THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
introduce an essential bill for the redevelop-
ment of the Southwest Waterfront in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The bill transfers
unencumbered ownership of the Southwest
Waterfront from the federal government to the
District. Although the District has owned the
Waterfront since the 1960s, the land has been
encumbered by restrictions put in place by
Congress before the District got home rule; a
time when development by the city was not
contemplated. My bill updates outdated legis-
lation and allows for the highest and best use
of the land.

The bill would amend the D.C. Code to
allow the District to transfer the property by
quitclaim deed, to update the site description
of the land to conform with its current configu-
ration, to allow for the sale of condominiums
on the land, to remove references to an urban
renewal plan that has expired, to remove ref-
erences to the District of Columbia Redevelop-
ment Land Agency, which no longer exists,
and to expand the permissible uses for the
Fish Market in order to allow the sale of other
foods, beverages, produce, and flowers.

The District of Columbia has created a 21st-
century vision for the Southwest Waterfront
and is actively engaged in a revitalization and
redevelopment that will draw visitors down
10th street from the National Mall. However,
as was typical for District land before home
rule, the original law restricts the use of the
land along the waterfront to lease-only ar-
rangements, driving down the useful value of
the land and making it impossible to replace
antiquated structures with new buildings for
new uses. The restrictions on the land serve
no federal purpose and seriously limit needed
revenue for the city. Federal officials have
been consulted on the transfer and have no
objection to it.

The federal government has no interest in
the waterfront land other than the Maine
Lobsterman Memorial and the Titanic Memo-
rial, which have been carved out of the trans-
fer. Because of the current restrictions on the
land, part of the waterfront is an underused
eyesore. However, the redevelopment will
bring 2.5 million square feet of mixed-use de-
velopment to the waterfront, including public
and private docks, restaurants, office buildings
and residences, providing jobs and local rev-
enue at a time when they are most needed.

This is a noncontroversial bill that removes
out-of-date laws and involves no cost to the
federal government. | urge my colleagues to
support the bill.
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