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and other countries—and then we gave
President Bush’s huge tax cuts that
have been deemed by most all writers
around America and around the coun-
try to be unfair.

Warren Buffett, who some believe is
the richest man in the world, said it is
unfair that he pays less taxes percent-
age-wise than his secretary. So this $7
trillion surplus we had over 10 years,
the Bush administration wiped that
out with all these wars unpaid for and
all these tax and other actions that
were taken.

When President Obama became
President, there had been 8 million jobs
lost, and he found himself in a big hole.
I think one of the things we should do
is stop denigrating the economy of our
country. Is it vibrant and strong? Of
course not, but it is improving. It is
getting better—not fast enough, not
good enough, but it is improving.

So I say to my friend, my counter-
part, the Republican leader, who says
the only place we can solve the prob-
lems of this country is just to basically
cut domestic programs significantly,
we know we are going to have to do a
better job of balancing the budget be-
cause of the cards that were given to
President Obama. We are going to be
doing our very best to do that. But the
one interesting point my friend failed
to mention as he talked about the
Bowles-Simpson debt reduction pro-
gram is they said, among other things:
Of course, we have to make significant
cuts in domestic discretionary spend-
ing, in defense, in mandatory pro-
grams. They looked at some of the
work we needed to do with entitle-
ments. But they also said there had to
be something done with revenue. My
friend ignores what they said about
that.

They also said; that is, Bowles-Simp-
son, together with the people who were
on that Commission—and I made a
number of appointments to that Com-
mission—they said: Yes, we need to do
some cutting, but these next few years
we have to spend some money to create
jobs. We hear not a word from my Re-
publican colleagues about creating
jobs.

The House of Representatives, all
they do is flex their muscles on things
they want to eliminate. But the one
thing they do not talk about is cre-
ating jobs—not a word.

This week my Republican colleagues
killed their fourth jobs bill this year.
The Economic Development Adminis-
tration reauthorization was common-
sense legislation with a proven track
record of spurring innovation and hir-
ing by private companies because for
every dollar we spent as a government,
$7 came back in return from the pri-
vate sector. They killed our fourth jobs
bill this year. It seems Republicans
don’t care about putting Americans
back to work. They don’t even pay lip
service to the issue.

Americans have said they care more
about creating jobs than anything else.
In fact, yesterday the junior Senator
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from Tennessee, a Republican, said
right here on the Senate floor that this
effort to create and protect, as we did
the last few years, 314,000 jobs was
“‘nothing of importance.” That is a di-
rect quote. I am confident the 14 mil-
lion Americans out of work today, in-
cluding many from Tennessee and
every other State in our country,
would disagree with the Senator from
Tennessee.

He also went on to say, this junior
Senator from Tennessee—I repeat, who
is a Republican—he went on to say that
this worthy legislation, our fourth jobs
bill of this Congress, was nothing more
than an attempt to ‘‘kill time.” He
said it is an attempt to kill time. He
went on also, I repeat, to say it was un-
important.

Republicans may consider job cre-
ation a waste of time, but Democrats
disagree and Americans disagree—
Democrats, Republicans, and Independ-
ents alike. We are not going to stop
fighting to get Americans back to work
until we get our economy back on
track. We cannot solve our problems
without jobs creation. Congress has no
more important task than creating
jobs. There is no better way for us to
spend our time, there is no issue more
important than job development. This
legislation, which, again, would have
supported 314,000 jobs, as it did in the
last 5 years, is an important part of
that effort.

But don’t take my word for it. The
junior Senator from Tennessee said
this about the Economic Development
Administration 2 years ago. This is
what he said prior to his saying that it
was a waste of time, prior to his saying
that it was not of importance. Here is
what he said. This is a direct quote,
less than 2 years ago:

In the midst of an economic crisis, projects
like these are just the kinds of things that
will renew confidence and reinvigorate pri-
vate investment in the area.

That is what he said. He said ‘“‘EDA
funds protect jobs and support eco-
nomic growth.” Why, then, didn’t he
vote that way? No wonder the junior
Republican Senator from Tennessee
had such high praise for the program.
EDA investments over the last 5 years
will support an estimated 7,000 jobs in
Tennessee. But in spite of his previous
support, he voted to kill this worthy
legislation anyway. And he is not the
only Republican whose words don’t
match their actions.

His counterpart, the senior Senator
from Tennessee, also a Republican, also
supported EDA and those 7,000 jobs
once. He did it before. He said an EDA
grant would ‘‘bring a much needed
boost to the local economy.” Just a
few days ago he voted to kill the pro-
gram.

Last month, the junior Senator from
Texas, also a Republican, said an EDA
grant in his State would ‘‘pave the way
for the creation of new jobs.”” He said it
would ‘‘strengthen the region’s econ-
omy.” EDA investments from the last 5
yvears are expected to support more
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than 18,000 jobs in Texas. Yet he voted
to kill the program.

The senior Republican Senator from
Oklahoma said he has ‘‘long been a
supporter of EDA programs.’”’ That is a
direct quote. EDA investments from
the last 5 years are expected to support
more than 5,000 jobs in Oklahoma. He
is such a big supporter he was an origi-
nal cosponsor of the legislation, but he
voted to kill it.

These are only 3 of 23 Republican
Senators who lauded the importance of
this legislation and then voted against
it.

Nevada has been hit harder by this
terrible recession than any other
State. EDA investments from the last 5
years are responsible for creating al-
most 5,000 jobs in Nevada. The legisla-
tion Republicans killed this week could
have created hundreds of thousands
more jobs all across America. I take it
very seriously when a Republican Sen-
ator says putting thousands of people
to work is a waste of time. The real
waste of time is this endless obstruc-
tionism by Republican Senators. They
waste the Senate’s time when they put
partisan politics ahead of our economic
recovery.

Americans have told us time and
time again, putting 14 million people
back to work is their No. 1 priority.
Democrats share that priority. Obvi-
ously, the Republicans do not. Their
goal is to change Medicare as we know
it, to end it. Believe me, thousands of
Nevadans who are working today be-
cause of EDA don’t think our efforts to
create jobs are nothing of importance,
as the junior Senator from Tennessee
said. In fact, we have heard from out-
of-work people in Nevada and every
other State in this great country that
there is absolutely nothing more im-
portant than job creation.

Would the Chair now announce morn-
ing business, please.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business until 11:30 a.m., with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the ma-
jority controlling the first half and the
Republicans controlling the final half.

The Senator from Hawaii is recog-
nized.

Mr. AKAKA. I thank the Chair.

(The remarks of Mr. AKAKA Dper-
taining to the introduction of S. 1262
are located in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)
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