June 24, 2011

TAPPING THE STRATEGIC
PETROLEUM RESERVE

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the President made a decision to
raid 30 million barrels out of the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve. Now, of
course one thing the President did yes-
terday in that decision was he ac-
knowledged that supply has an impact
on price, which is a reversal of his pre-
vious statement.

The problem is rather than actually
opening up known reserves of Amer-
ican o0il where we can go and create
tens of thousands of American jobs and
get rid of some of this dependency on
some of these Middle Eastern coun-
tries, what the President said instead
was he’s just going to go and raid
America’s, in essence, our safety net.

This Strategic Petroleum Reserve is
there for national emergencies. It’s not
there just because maybe the President
feels it would be politically popular for
a couple of days to do something. This
doesn’t even get us past 2 days’ worth
of America’s supply.

We have known reserves that this
President is shutting off all across this
country. And we can actually reduce
our dependence on Middle Eastern oil if
we g0 out and create those jobs, create
that American energy, rather than
raiding our savings account for oil.

And so the President’s decision was a
failed policy that doubles down on his
previous failed policy on energy that
has gotten us to skyrocketing gas
prices. And of course we’re going to be
back here again in just a couple of days
when this short-term fix runs out.

Instead, we should put a real energy
policy in place that reduces our de-
pendence on foreign oil.

———

CONGRESSIONAL NEUROSCIENCE
CAUCUS

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday we had the inaugural brief-
ing of the Congressional Neurologic
Science Caucus. The caucus seeks to
involve and inform people on Capitol
Hill about advances, opportunities, and
challenges that face us with neuro-
science.

I appreciate the leadership of my col-
league, KATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS,
who is founding cochair of this effort
and someone who cares deeply about
neuroscience issues, achieved in part
through some difficult personal experi-
ence. I admire her courage and appre-
ciate her adding to this important
agenda.

We’re discovering so many areas re-
lated to the brain and so much about
how the mneurological system works,
how it’s damaged, how it recovers, how
the brain responds to our environment,
understanding interrelationships be-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tween traumatic brain injury, hydro-
cephalous, dementia, Alzheimer’s. We
stand to gain so much from this re-
search.

Developments in neuroscience offer
the greatest opportunity for the 26 per-
cent of American adults who suffer
from mental disorders to reduce and
perhaps avoid dysfunction, disease to
live better, healthier lives.

The tremendous toll on victims and
their families, their employees, em-
ployers and friends, the Federal Gov-
ernment needs to be aggressively in-
volved and engaged. We hope the Neu-
roscience Caucus can help do just that.
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ROLL CALL OF THE NOBLE 36

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MEEHAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the majority leader.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it
was said:

“From this day to the ending of the
world, we in it shall be remembered.
We few, we happy few, we band of
brothers; for he today that sheds his
blood with me shall be my brother.”

Shakespeare penned this hundreds of
years ago in Henry V. It represents the
unfailing commitment a warrior has
for his fellow warriors.

Since 2004, 36 men and women from
the Second Congressional District area
of Texas that I represent have served
honorably for this country, the United
States, and they gave their lives for
the cause of freedom in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

Their photographs are over here to
my left. You notice, Mr. Speaker, they
are of all races. They are men and they
are women. They are from all branches
of the service. They are enlisted per-
sonnel and they are officers in the
United States military.

I would like to honor each of them
today by name and rank and branch of
service and a comment or two about
each one of them. These are the sons of
liberty, the daughters of democracy of
America. They are our heroes.

As we approach July 4, the Fourth of
July as we like to call it, where Amer-
ica celebrates its independence and we
celebrate not only our independence
but our freedom and our liberty, we
wave the flag, we attend parades and
all of those are good things about
America. See, it’s okay to be a patriot
and it’s okay to show our patriotism as
a Nation. But as we approach July 4,
that important day in our history, I be-
lieve it is equally important that we
remember that our freedom and our
liberty has always cost America and
it’s cost America its finest, its youth.
These men and women, like patriots
before them, gave up their youth so
that we can have a future.

Patrick Henry, the great orator dur-
ing the revolutionary times, said:
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““The battle, sir, is not to the strong
alone; it is to the vigilant, to the ac-
tive, to the brave.”

We are fortunate those words still
ring true today, Mr. Speaker, and
American warriors overseas carry
those values into battle. These are 36 of
them, the Roll Call of the Noble 36.
Each of them have connections to
southeast Texas. I would like to men-
tion each one of them, because they de-
serve our recognition, but we also need
to always remember them and their
families. Because, you see, when these
young men and women went off to war,
their families went to war, too, but
their families stayed stateside and
they were ever vigilant while their
sons and daughters and husbands and
wives went overseas.

The first individual here, Mr. Speak-
er, is Staff Sergeant Russell Slay,
United States Marine Corps, from my
hometown of Humble, Texas. He was
killed at the age of 34. He was killed on
November 9, 2004. When Russell told his
mother, Peggy Slay, that he was join-
ing the United States Marine Corps
after finishing high school, he told her
that he knew she would not like it but
he was going to do it anyway. And he
did. He joined the Marine Corps and he
was killed in action. Peggy Slay, his
mother, whom I have known since Rus-
sell’s death, has become very active in
the Blue and Gold Star Moms in south-
east Texas.

To refresh your memory, Mr. Speak-
er, a Blue Star Mom is an individual
who has a son or daughter overseas and
they carry a flag or they have a flag on
their window at their home that has a
blue star in that flag. Gold Star Moms
are those who have lost a son or a
daughter overseas in war, and they
have a gold star. Peggy Slay is a leader
in the Gold Star Moms in southeast
Texas.

Next to him is Lance Corporal Wes-
ley Canning, United States Marine
Corps. He was 21, and he was killed on
November 10, the day after Russell was
killed. He is from Friendswood, Texas.
He told his dad he always wanted to be
a Marine, and he had that ambition to
serve as a Marine for 20 years. He was
a proud Texan, and when he was home
on leave, he bought a new pickup truck
s0 he could show his Marine buddies his
new bumper sticker that said ‘“‘Don’t
Mess with Texas.” He was that kind of
individual, that loved Texas and loved
his country.

The third individual, Lance Corporal
Fred Lee Maciel. Fred Maciel, age 20,
was killed on January 26, 2005. He was
also a member of the United States
Marine Corps. He was from Spring,
Texas. He was Kkilled in a helicopter
crash in al-Anbar province on his way
to begin security preparations for the
historic Iraqi elections that took place
a few days later in January 2005. Four
days later, I was in Iraq to witness
those successful elections. Liance Cor-
poral Maciel made those first free elec-
tions for the Iraqi people possible, and
those elections were important for the
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