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honoring An Open Door Church for its excep-
tional community service ministry and to con-
gratulate the organization on its 25th anniver-
sary. The founders and congregation of this 
truly admirable organization continue to touch 
the lives of numerous people, and for this self-
less, lifelong service they are to be com-
mended. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR CAMILLE MACK 

HON. LARRY KISSELL 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 6, 2011 

Mr. KISSELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and pay tribute to Major Camille 
Mack, United States Army, on the occasion of 
her departure from the Army House Liaison 
Office to pursue a Master’s Degree in Stra-
tegic Intelligence from the National Defense 
Institute at Bolling Air Force Base. I, and many 
other members of this chamber, have had the 
pleasure of working with her over the past 
three years as she served as a part of the 
U.S. Army Office of Legislative Affairs and as 
a Liaison Officer in the Army Liaison Office in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. Major 
Mack served in my personal office and was an 
essential part of my staff during that time. 

In 1999, after completing Officer Candidate 
School at Ft. Benning Georgia, Major Mack 
was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 
Signal Corps Branch. 

Major Mack’s initial assignment was to Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, where she served as a 
Psychological Operations Platoon Leader and 
Company Executive Officer in 4th Psycho-
logical Operations Group. She deployed on 
two consecutive tours in Iraq in support of 1st 
Marine Expeditionary Force and 3rd Psycho-
logical Operations Battalion. 

For 22 months, Major Mack commanded the 
45th Sustainment Brigade stationed in 
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. While in com-
mand, her unit was dispersed to three loca-
tions throughout Iraq. Upon her return to the 
United States, Major Mack served on division 
staff as the network operations Officer in 
Charge (OIC) and then later was selected as 
a Congressional Fellow and served a year in 
my personal office. During her time as a Fel-
low in my office, Major Mack showed great 
leadership and dedication; the very qualities 
that have helped her make this chamber, our 
U.S. Army and our nation a better place. She 
embodies the very core values of our armed 
services. I was honored to have her become 
such an integral and important part of our 
team. 

Following her fellowship in the House of 
Representatives, Major Mack was assigned to 
the Army House Liaison Office. I have come 
to know Major Mack well during her assign-
ment to the House of Representatives through 
her time working as a fellow in my Washington 
D.C. Office and as a regional liaison in the 
Army House Liaison Office. She has never 
failed to impress me with her energy and dedi-
cation to Soldiers, their families, and the 
United States Army. She is a superb rep-
resentative of Army values. 

Camille’s personal contribution to our nation 
on behalf of not only the United States Army 
but also all of our armed services represents 
the finest of our military professionals. 

Camille’s service is a remarkable example of 
patriotic and selfless service. 

It is my great honor to congratulate Major 
Camille Mack on her service to the Army and 
our Nation and I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the outstanding accomplish-
ments of this Soldier, citizen, and friend. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF 
WESTLAKE 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 6, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the City of Westlake, Ohio, in rec-
ognition of its bicentennial celebration. Since 
1811, Westlake has been a shining community 
within Northeast Ohio. 

In 1811, 16-year-old Leverett Johnson be-
came Westlake’s first resident when he began 
clearing land for a log cabin. This cabin 
served as lifelong home for him, his wife Abi-
gail, and their nine children. Johnson went on 
to have a distinguished career in government, 
serving as a justice of the peace, township 
treasurer, Cuyahoga County Commissioner, 
and Ohio State Legislator. 

Now, 200 years later, Westlake is a suc-
cessful, vibrant community known for its 
unique appeal to both businesses and fami-
lies. The City of Westlake is continuing to 
make improvements to the community; St. 
John Medical Center is being renovated, Cuy-
ahoga Community College’s new Westshore 
campus is near completion, and plans are un-
derway for the construction of a new high 
school. 

The residents of Westlake have planned a 
series of events to celebrate their city’s rich 
history and vibrant future. Several events, 
such as a fence dedication, historic cemetery 
tour, marker dedication and time capsule bur-
ial will take place at the historic Evergreen 
Cemetery. The Evergreen Cemetery was 
founded around 1820 by Leverett Johnson 
and several other early settlers. Today it 
serves as their final resting ground and one of 
Westlake’s most historic locations. Other 
planned festivities include an art show, con-
cert, Mayor’s Ball, a 4th of July parade and 
fireworks and a Bicentennial Ball Drop on New 
Year’s Eve. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor of the City of Westlake, Ohio as its 
residents celebrate the city’s bicentennial. I 
extend my sincere congratulations to all mem-
bers of the Westlake community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF FATHER 
ANTON KCIRA’S RETIREMENT 
AFTER MORE THAN 40 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 6, 2011 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Father Anton Kcira, a leader in 
Michigan’s Albanian American community for 

the past 22 years and a fierce advocate for 
the rights of Kosova Albanians around the 
world, on the occasion of his retirement after 
40 years of ministry in the Catholic Church. 

As the son of a town mayor in Kosova, Fa-
ther Anton learned at a young age the value 
of service to his community and the impor-
tance of standing up for one’s own beliefs. 
Early in his life, Father Anton heard the call to 
serve his community as a priest in the Catho-
lic Church and went on to serve several par-
ishes for over two decades following his ordi-
nation. As a servant of the Church during the 
years of communist rule in Yugoslavia, Father 
Anton took great personal risk to provide spir-
itual guidance and leadership to the Kosova 
Albanian Catholic community during a time of 
great uncertainty. 

As a community leader, it is clear that Fa-
ther Anton believes strongly in the power of 
dialogue to bring his community together. Dur-
ing his time in Kosova he took it upon himself 
to step out into the community to resolve 
issues between brothers, sisters, friends and 
neighbors. He even took it upon himself to 
step in between the warring sides of blood 
feuds and brought peace between families 
who had been fighting for generations. Father 
Anton even reached out to Albania’s Muslim 
community and through his skillful dialogue 
built an understanding and mutual respect be-
tween Albanian Muslims and Catholics. 

After his many years of service to the Alba-
nian community in Kosova, Father Anton was 
forced to flee his homeland to avoid persecu-
tion by Yugoslavia’s communist government. 
Father Anton arrived in Michigan in 1989 and 
was appointed administrator of St. Paul’s Al-
banian Catholic Church by the Archdiocese of 
Detroit. He brought with him the same sense 
of community that had served his parishioners 
so well in Kosova and under his administration 
St. Paul expanded its congregation from 50 
families to over 1,100 members. Under his 
leadership, St. Paul’s also found its new home 
in Rochester Hills and built an extraordinary 
place of worship, which has allowed its mem-
bers to better practice their spiritual fellowship. 

Much as he did in Kosova, Father Anton 
has continued to play a central role within the 
community he serves. Father Anton rallied the 
Albanian community to support the many Al-
banian refugees who arrived, first fleeing from 
communism and then from genocide in the 
Balkans. In an even greater show of leader-
ship, Father Anton called upon his parish to 
meet the challenges its brothers and sisters 
were facing in the Balkans and the St. Paul’s 
parishioners responded by raising over one 
million dollars to help the wounded in Kosova. 
In addition, Father Anton has been an unwav-
ering international voice for the needs of 
Kosova, advising Members of Congress, U.S. 
Presidents and world political and religious 
leaders on the need to support Kosova’s eth-
nic Albanian minority. In 1999, he even sat as 
a member of the Rambuje Delegation which 
developed the peace that has allowed Kosova 
to become the independent nation that it is 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in celebrating a true leader, statesman 
and humanitarian as Father Anton Kcira cele-
brates his retirement after more than 40 years 
in the service to the Catholic Church. Father 
Anton has truly been a father to a community 
that has faced so much adversity and contrib-
uted immensely to improve the lives of millions 
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