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throughout his political career. Known as the
“Dean of Washington County politics,” Mas-
cara fought successfully for projects to spur
economic development in his district, including
the Mon-Fayette Expressway and the
Southpointe development project, which is
now home to 150 businesses.

Congressman Mascara served in the Army
and worked as an insurance salesman and an
accountant before he entered politics as
Washington County Controller in 1973. From
there, he served as county commissioner as
well as a trustee of his alma mater, California
University of Pennsylvania. In 2009, he re-
ceived his university’s Lifetime Achievement
Award, becoming only the third alumnus to re-
ceive such an honor.

Although he was sent to Washington as a
leader of his district, he never lost touch with
the blue collar, middle-class values of his
western Pennsylvania home of Charleroi. He
famously spurned fancy Capitol Hill res-
taurants for cheaper eateries, always aware
that he was spending the taxpayers’ money
through his salary. While in Congress, he con-
tinued to live in the same house in Charleroi
that he purchased for $7,500.

Congressman Mascara had a calm, good-
natured manner, but he fought vigorously in
Congress for his district. For a time, the
Southpointe development project that he
championed was popularly known as “Frank’s
Folly.” However, looking back on the project at
the end of his career, despite difficulties get-
ting it off the ground, he believed it to be his
greatest political achievement. Through his
blue-collar attitude and political wit, Mascara
was a strong and effective advocate for his
constituents.

Frank Mascara is survived by his wife Dolo-
res, two sons, Frank and Jon, a daughter,
Karen, and a brother, John. He will be remem-
bered as a dedicated family man and a hard-
working, down-to-earth public servant. He will
be deeply missed by his family, his fellow
Pennsylvanians, and his former colleagues
here in Congress.
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ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2354) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chair, | strongly op-
pose H.R. 2354, which underfunds important
clean energy priorities at a cost to the Amer-
ican public’s health and welfare. Fiscal dis-
cipline is an important goal, and | support ef-
forts to think critically about how to put the na-
tion on a sound fiscal path. However this bill
fails to accomplish that. This appropriations bill
cuts funding for energy efficiency and renew-
able energy development programs that help
American homeowners save money on their
utility bills. At the same time, the bill increases
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funding for fossil fuel technologies, which have
no need of tax incentives or financial support,
and which increase the level of harmful air
and water pollution.

Energy efficiency and renewable energy
programs offer the best chance that our nation
has to become more energy independent and
reduce climate-change inducing pollutants. Yet
this bill cuts total funding for the Department
of Energy’s Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy by 27 percent and cuts
Advanced Research Projects Agency—Energy
by 44 percent compared to FY11. These clean
energy programs have helped drive strong
growth in solar and wind generation over the
past decade, while reducing the costs of these
technologies significantly. ARPA-E’s support
for path-breaking advanced technologies could
hold the key to our energy future. In the long
run, these cuts will mean less innovation, dirti-
er energy, and fewer clean energy jobs. This
is absolutely the wrong way to drive American
leadership and energy independence.

Two programs that have been improving our
energy security while helping households to
keep down their utilities bills are the Weather-
ization Assistance Program, WAP, and the
State Energy Program, SEP. These programs
target residential buildings, reducing the bur-
den on low-income families by an average of
35 percent of utility bills and supporting local
economies. The State Energy Program en-
courages  innovative  technologies and
leverages Federal funds; since 2006, the State
of Oregon has leveraged approximately $27 in
non-federal funds for every $1 of SEP funds
spent. These programs have demonstrated
success, yet H.R. 2354 severely cuts funding.
In Oregon alone, these cuts would mean that
an estimated 374 families would no longer be
eligible for weatherization assistance. For
these reasons, | support the amendment of-
fered by Representatives TONKO and BASS
that would increase WAP and SEP funding by
$141.3 million and $25 million, respectively.

In addition to handicapping energy innova-
tion, the bill also includes a very damaging
policy rider that would undermine the Clean
Water Act. This rider would prevent the Army
Corps of Engineers from restoring Clean
Water Act protections to many rivers, streams
and wetlands that supply drinking water and
prevent flooding. Over 100 million Americans
get their drinking water from public supplies
provided in whole or in part from waters that
are at risk of losing Clean Water Act safe-
guards. The recent flood events around the
country have demonstrated some of the prob-
lems with wetlands losses, and these would
be made even worse by blocking the Army
Corps’ ability to protect these waters.

Amendments passed on the Floor during
debate mostly made this bad bill even worse.
For example, | voted against an amendment
by Rep. BURGESS that would prevent important
new efficiency standards for light bulbs from
going into effect. These standards, passed as
part of the 2007 Energy Independence and
Security Act, are supported by industry and
consumer groups as well as efficiency advo-
cates. They would mean $100 in savings for
the average American family per year. I'm dis-
appointed in the passage of this amendment
to prevent DOE from enforcing these stand-
ards.

Now is the time to be putting America on
track toward a clean energy future, and work-
ing to reduce the damage to our water and air
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quality that harm public health. | support poli-
cies to create a green energy economy, to re-
duce dependence on foreign oil, to support
advanced technologies and cost-saving en-
ergy-efficient systems for homes and busi-
nesses, and to protect the health and well-
being of the nation’s health and environment.
Unfortunately, this appropriations bill is detri-
mental to all of those goals.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 15, 2011

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker on rollcall
No. 44 | was detained off the House floor dur-
ing this 2 minute vote series and was unable
to cast my vote before the vote was closed.
Had | been present, | would have voted “no.”

HONORING LUCIO E. PEREZ, OF
NAPA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 15, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of community mem-
ber Lucio E. Perez for being named
Agriculturalist of the Year by the Napa County
Farm Bureau.

Mr. Perez comes from a long history of
working with Napa’s bountiful soil. His grand-
father, Mr. Lucio D. Perez, emigrated from
Mexico and settled in the Napa Valley in the
early 1930s and worked as an agricultural la-
borer. In 1935, the L. Perez & Sons Family
Estates began growing wine grapes. The busi-
ness was passed to his son Ezequiel, and
later to his grandson Lucio, or as he is known
throughout the valley, “Cio.”

He attended St. Helena High School and
later studied at Stanford University before
transferring to the University of California—
Davis, where he graduated with a degree in
Enology & Viticulture. His first job outside of
the family farm was with Beringer Brothers;
assisting with the development of new vine-
yards, fertilizer, and pest management prob-
lems. Mr. Perez continues to manage L. Perez
& Sons Vineyards, and also farms acreage in
Conn Valley, Carneros and St. Helena. He
produces zinfandel, chardonnay and, caber-
net—reflecting the diverse terroirs of the Napa
Valley appellations.

His passion for sustainable agriculture and
protecting farmlands led him to work with the
Napa County Farm Bureau in 1988, where he
has served on the Board of Directors and as
President. He has also participated on the
California Farm Bureau Federation—Grape
Advisory Committee, the Tax and Land Use
Committee, and Finance Committee. Don
Lucio Perez, his grandfather, founded a non-
profit by the name of Comite Mexicano de
Beneficiencia, where Mr. Perez has been an
active member and past treasurer.

Being recognized as Agriculturalist of the
Year by the Napa County Farm Bureau is an
astounding achievement for someone who has
dedicated their life to protecting and defending
agriculture.
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