July 15, 2011

in statute a gun trafficking prohibition, empow-
ering law enforcement with the tools to stem
the tide of illegal weapons into the hands of
Mexican drug cartels and other criminals.

The Mexican drug cartel wars are raging
and have claimed the lives of at least 40,000
people since 2007. They are fueled, in part, by
illegal weapons procured in the United States
and smuggled into Mexico. According to Mexi-
can President Felipe Calderon, Mexico has
seized approximately 100,000 guns in the last
four years, and 84% of those guns came from
the United States. According to ATF, 70% of
firearms recovered in Mexico in 2009 and
2010 and traced to determine their source
were either manufactured in the U.S. or first
imported into the U.S. before being trafficked
to Mexico.

In hearings and interviews before the House
Oversight and Government Reform Com-
mittee, law enforcement agents have said they
are hamstrung in their attempts to stop illegal
gun trafficking by the lack of a federal gun
trafficking bill. Law enforcement agents identi-
fied three areas of current law that, if im-
proved, would allow them to more effectively
counter firearms trafficking—a reporting re-
quirement for multiple long-guns purchases,
stiffer penalties for straw purchasers, and a
specific firearms trafficking prohibition in the
criminal code.

Just this week, the Obama Administration
announced that they have approved the ATF’s
request to use their authority to request re-
ports of multiple long-gun purchases, and ear-
lier this year in April, the United States Sen-
tencing Commission announced proposed
amendments to the sentencing guidelines that
will essentially cause most straw purchasers
to be ineligible for probation, and once in ef-
fect, Congress can reevaluate the impact of
these changes and if additional changes are
needed.

With administrative action on two of the
three proposals, our legislation accomplishes
the third—a firearms trafficking prohibition in
statute, with stiff penalties for traffickers and
so-called trafficking “kingpins.” Under current
law, prosecutors are forced to charge straw
purchasers and traffickers with mere paper-
work violations. This bill empowers law en-
forcement by criminalizing firearms trafficking,
offering a sensible solution to ensure that
weapons do not end up in the hands of crimi-
nals and drug cartels.

Given the ongoing violence and the glaring
loopholes in U.S. gun trafficking laws, it's time
Congress gets serious about enacting nar-
rowly tailored, sensible laws to combat illegal
trafficking.

———
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OF COACH BARRY ALVAREZ
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HALL OF FAME

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 15, 2011

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the enshrinement of Coach Barry Alva-
rez into the College Football Hall of Fame. Of-
fering more then just winning strategy, our
Coach has come to epitomize Badger ath-
letics.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

In the four seasons prior to the Coach’s ar-
rival in 1990, our football team was 9-36 and
struggled to fill historic Camp Randall Stadium
with fans. However, Coach Alvarez’s innova-
tive coaching techniques breathed new life
into Wisconsin’s football program and quickly
reignited our community’s passion for the
team. As Head Football Coach for sixteen
seasons from 1990 to 2005, Coach Alvarez
distinguished himself as the winningest coach
in school history. In 2004, Coach Alvarez also
became the University’s Director of Athletics, a
position he continues to hold since retiring as
Head Football Coach in 2005.

Enshrinement in the College Football Hall of
Fame is no easy feat. Nominated coaches
have won at least 60 percent of games over
a minimum ten year and 100 game head
coaching career, an accomplishment very few
ever achieve. Coach Alvarez’s résumé also
boasts an overall record of 118-73-4, three
Big Ten Conference Championships and three
Rose Bowl victories. Furthermore, he has the
highest bowl game winning percentage for a
coach with at least 11 bowl appearances and
is the only coach in Big Ten history with back-
to-back Rose Bowl wins. In 2009, he was in-
ducted into both the Wisconsin Athletic Hall of
Fame and the Rose Bowl Hall of Fame and fi-
nally, on May 27, 2010, Coach Alvarez was
unanimously selected by his peers to join the
2010 class of the College Football Hall of
Fame.

While Coach Alvarez achieved exceptional
success on the football field, we must also ac-
knowledge his wider contributions to the Uni-
versity and the people of Wisconsin. His com-
mitment to the education of student-athletes
during his tenure is inspirational. During his
first year as Director of Athletics in 1996,
Badger student-athletes registered the highest
cumulative grade-point average on record. In
2000, Coach Alvarez and his wife, Cindy, cre-
ated a $250,000 endowment scholarship at
the University of Wisconsin helping to ensure
that student-athletes are better prepared to
become fully participating adults in our democ-
racy.

goach Alvarez remains committed to the
advancement of Badger student-athletes, the
Athletic Department and the entire University
of Wisconsin. He selflessly dedicates his time,
talents and resources to improving the lives of
those around him. With Coach Alvarez’s influ-
ence, athletics will continue to hold a promi-
nent place at the University of Wisconsin. The
contributions of such a legendary figure en-
sure that Badger fans in our community,
across the state of Wisconsin and nationwide
can stand proudly and cheer, “On Wisconsin!”

———

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2354) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses:
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Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chair, | rise to express
my strong disappointment with the FY2012
Energy and Water Appropriations bill. As our
Nation struggles to recover from the economic
recession that has kept unemployment above
10 percent in my home State of Rhode Island,
one message | hear over and over again from
constituents and economists is the need to in-
vest in new industries, including manufac-
turing, while addressing our reliance on for-
eign and dirty sources of energy. During this
time of economic uncertainty, we have an op-
portunity to create new industry while working
to build up and stabilize clean, domestic
sources of energy.

Unfortunately, this effort will be slowed be-
cause of the draconian cuts in this bill, includ-
ing a 27 percent cut to energy efficiency and
renewable energy research programs, which
means cuts to solar energy, fuel efficiency in-
vestments, and research to improve energy ef-
ficiency in our buildings, which account for 40
percent of all U.S. energy use.

Next week, | am holding a roundtable to
hear from one of Rhode lIsland’s leading re-
newable energy companies, Alteris, as well as
students and faculty from the University of
Rhode Island’s Energy Center, because | want
my State and our Nation to be capitalizing on
every opportunity to invest in the energy jobs
of the future. Our budget savings should come
by ending the subsidies for big oil companies
that don’t need them, not by harming up-and-
coming businesses like Alteris that can create
sustainable job growth.

| am also particularly concerned with cuts to
weatherization programs, which have helped
to reduce energy bills by one-third for low-in-
come families in Rhode Island. Further, this
bill rescinds critical funding to modernize and
build our Nation’s high speed rail system, in-
cluding investment in the Northeast Corridor
and Rhode Island. Construction of high speed
rail will not only create jobs immediately, but
the expansion of our infrastructure will create
new opportunities for growth in our commu-
nities across the region.

Another disappointing provision in this bill is
the $123 million cut to the National Nuclear
Security Administration’s, NNSA’s, contribution
to our naval reactors work. This funding de-
crease jeopardizes what the Navy has called
“the nation’s only day-to-day assured nuclear
response capability,” our ballistic missile sub-
marines. Defense strategist Loren Thompson
recently noted the vital need for our ballistic
submarine force stating, “Today, about half of
the warheads in the nuclear arsenal are car-
ried on 14 Ohio-class submarines that are
nearly impossible to find much less target.

. . the reason each sub needs to be so fear-
some is that deterrence depends on what's
left after an enemy attacks, since the threat of
retaliation is what deters the attack in the first
place.”

These subs are already at the end of their
lifespan, but due to refueling and moderniza-
tion efforts, they will stay in the fleet for an-
other decade. This sounds like a long time
until you consider that it takes nearly two dec-
ades to design, build, and test a successor
ship through the SSBN(X) Ohio replacement
program. Design work for the SSBN(X) is fin-
ishing this October, leading to an incredibly
tight schedule which according to CRS could
result in a smaller force than is necessary to
continue our nuclear deterrent. We need this
ship to come in on time and on budget for the
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sake of global nuclear security, and the cuts to
naval reactors in this bill directly threaten our
future national security.

Mr. Chair, our Nation is facing too many
challenges at home and abroad to afford such
cuts to critical investments in our energy future
and important nuclear deterrent programs,
while at the same time increasing funding for
the Fossil Energy Research and Development
program. | urge my colleagues to oppose this
bill and reinvest in those programs that look to
our future, rather than relying on outdated
technologies of our past.

————

HONORING CHIEF PAUL
HARTSTEIN FOR HIS DEDICA-
TION TO THE CAMDEN COUNTY
FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 15, 2011

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Paul Hartstein, Fire Marshall for the
Camden County Fire Department. Chief
Hartstein will be retiring after decades of ex-
emplary service to his community. His dedica-
tion is an extraordinary example for the entire
South Jersey community.

Chief Hartstein, a native of Camden County,
created a career serving his community. Prior
to his appointment as Fire Marshall, he served
as Fire Chief for the city of Audubon. Later, he
worked as Vice President of the Audubon Fire
Department and as a New Jersey Fire Com-
missioner. Try as he might, the chief can not
fully retire; he will be acting as a part-time
code official for the cities of Audubon and
Haddonfield.

Chief Hartstein has been honored on sev-
eral occasions, demonstrating his enduring
commitment to South Jersey. He recently re-
ceived the Lifetime Achievement Award from
the Greater Philadelphia Burn Foundation.
Previously, the International Association of
Arson Investigators honored Chief Hartstein
with both the President’'s Award and the Inves-
tigator of the Year award. These decorations
exemplify his dedication and ability as a fire-
fighter.

Married for 29 years, Chief Hartstein and his
wife are the proud parents of a daughter, who
is studying in Boston, and a son who is fol-
lowing in his father’s footsteps as a firefighter
with the Cherry Hill Fire Company.

Firefighters are essential members of every
community. Chief Hartstein has demonstrated
the dedication, bravery, leadership, and sac-
rifice necessary to excel at this noble calling.
| thank him for his decades of service to Cam-
den County and wish him the best in his semi-
retirement.

HONORING ROSEMARY WAHLBERG
HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 15, 2011

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Rosemary Wahlberg, a loving mother,
wife and long-time community advocate, who
recently celebrated her 80th birthday on May
18, 2011.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Rosemary has dedicated her life to the serv-
ice of the less-fortunate, inspired by her short
time as a resident of public housing in the
Quincy neighborhood of Germantown in the
late 1950s and early 1960s. A mother herself,
she was distraught by the plights of numerous
widows and single mothers struggling to hold
their families together. Never a woman to be
deterred, Rosemary began her own personal
“war on poverty” campaign, beginning as an
employee of a recently-enacted federally-fund-
ed nutrition program. It did not take long for
both her employers and those she served to
understand the merit of her work ethic, pas-
sion and dedication.

For 25 years, Rosemary served as Execu-
tive Director of Quincy Community Action Pro-
grams, where she and her colleagues pro-
vided indispensable services from adult edu-
cation and workforce development training, to
food and nutrition services to housing assist-
ance programs. With Rosemary at the helm,
no fight on behalf of those families was lost,
no goal left unattained.

Rosemary is known throughout Massachu-
setts as a fighter for the underprivileged, and
a champion for the rights of all residents of the
Commonwealth. She commands respect and
admiration from law enforcement officials and
local and federal government officials alike. To
reflect on her work for our community is to re-
flect on a life of selflessness, devotion, drive
and, above all, care for her fellow man.

The City of Quincy and surrounding commu-
nities are a better place thanks to Rosemary’s
patience, values and unrelenting strength. She
is truly a modern-day hero of community activ-
ism, and one whose legacy will not soon be
forgotten. Congratulations, Rosemary, on your
80th birthday and best wishes on many more
years of fulfillment.

———

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 8, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2354) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, today’s FY
2012 Energy and Water Appropriations bill
continues the majority’s record of missed op-
portunities and misguided priorities when it
comes to our Federal budget.

First and foremost, thoughtful Americans
from across the political spectrum agree that
we need to end our current dependence on
foreign oil and replace it with affordable, reli-
able, homegrown clean energy. Yet this bill
slashes funding for energy efficiency and re-
newable energy research programs by 40 per-
cent below President Obama’s request—and it
decimates the game-changing work being
done by the Advanced Research Projects
Agency—Energy (ARPA-E) with a proposed
80 percent cut below the President’s rec-
ommended level.
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The health of the Chesapeake Bay Water-
shed and the rest of our Nation’s waterways
often rely on the Army Corps of Engineers.
But today’s legislation actually blocks the
Corps from clarifying which waterways are
covered by Clean Water Act protections.

Finally, this bill shortchanges nuclear non-
proliferation and environmental cleanup ef-
forts, reducing our ability to secure nuclear
materials around the world and mitigate the
impact of more than a half century’s worth of
national security-related nuclear activity here
at home.

| urge a no vote.

———

IN RECOGNITION
VESTIRE ROMANIAN
CATHEDRAL

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 15, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Buna Vestire Romanian Ortho-
dox Cathedral as it celebrates 75 years of
service to the Cleveland orthodox community
this September.

The original Buna Vestire Orthodox Cathe-
dral was founded on September 2, 1936 on
Detroit Avenue in Cleveland. Since then, the
church has relocated several times and today
it is located on Wooster Road in Rocky River.
Throughout the past 75 years the congrega-
tion has been deeply involved in the commu-
nity. Parishioners have organized festivals,
picnics, and bake sales to help promote and
celebrate Romanian culture and traditions in-
cluding traditional food and Romanian folk
dance. Since its inception, the Church has
celebrated both its Orthodox traditions and
Romanian heritage. Additionally, the Church
and its priests have actively promoted a “good
Faith relationship” amongst pastors and com-
munities of other denominations.

On September 10 and 11, 2011, Buna
Vestire Romanian Orthodox Cathedral will cel-
ebrate its 75th anniversary of service to the
orthodox community of the greater Cleveland
area. Recently, the church has experienced an
increase in attendance and has plans to build
a new church and Romanian Cultural Center
in Olmsted Township. The Church intends to
continue to promote and enhance their mis-
sion amongst the community.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Buna Vestire Romanian Orthodox
Church as it celebrates 75 years of service. |
extend my sincere congratulations to all mem-
bers of the Buna Vestire congregation.

OF BUNA
ORTHODOX

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF DAVIS-BACON PREVAILING
WAGE REQUIREMENTS

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 15, 2011

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, today | voted
against an amendment, offered by Represent-
ative GOSAR, that sought to prohibit funding in
the Energy and Water Appropriations bill from
being used to enforce Davis-Bacon prevailing
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