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462 of the bill blocks EPA from imple-
menting its utility MACT rule to control air
toxics emissions, as well as the Cross-State
Air Pollution Rule controlling interstate
transport of nitrogen oxides and particulate
matter emissions from power plants. This
provision interferes with the long-delayed
implementation of major air pollution rules
covering pollution from power plants.

Mountaintop Mining Coordination and
Guidance. Section 433 of the bill prohibits
implementing or enforcing an EPA/Army
Corps of Engineers (Corps)/Office of Surface
Mining coordination Memorandum of Under-
standing and EPA guidance on the Clean
Water Act/National Environmental Policy
Act and mountaintop mining. This issue is
currently undergoing judicial review and
should be allowed to conclude without con-
gressional intervention.

Clean Water Act. Section 435 of the bill
would stop an important Administration ef-
fort to provide clarity around which water
bodies are covered by the Clean Water Act.
The Administration’s work in this area will
help to protect the public health and eco-
nomic benefits provided to the American
public by clean water, while also bringing
greater certainty to business planning and
investment and reducing an ongoing loss of
wetlands and other sensitive aquatic re-
sources. The existing regulations were the
subject of two recent Supreme Court cases,
in which the Court itself indicated the need
for greater regulatory clarity regarding the
appropriate scope of the Clean Water Act ju-
risdiction.

Outer Continental Shelf Drilling. Section
443 of the bill limits EPA’s Clean Air Act
permitting authority for Outer Continental
Shelf drilling and would eliminate the Agen-
cy’s discretion in considering human health
and environmental protections when issuing
these permits.

Integrated Risk Information System. Sec-
tion 444 of the bill withholds funding for EPA
to take administrative action following its
assessment of risk for certain chemicals.
This provision would delay scientific assess-
ment of environmental contaminants and
could delay regulatory or other Agency ac-
tions designed to protect public health.

Limiting Compliance of the Endangered
Species Act. Section 447 of the bill would
prevent EPA from implementing a biological
opinion related to pesticides if the opinion
identifies modifying, canceling, or sus-
pending registration of a pesticide registered
under FIFRA. This could undermine efforts
to protect species from being put into jeop-
ardy from a Federal project and could stop
development and delay issuance of permits.

Lead Renovation and Repair Rule. Section
450 of the bill prohibits funding for EPA to
implement the 2008 Lead Renovation, Repair
and Painting (RRP) rule, as amended, until
after industry develops and EPA approves
different lead paint test kits. This would un-
dermine efforts to protect sensitive popu-
lations from exposure to lead, a known toxin
to children and developing fetuses, during
home renovation projects. The currently
available test kits allow renovators to com-
ply with the 2008 rule.

Reducing Emissions from Cement Facili-
ties. The language would prevent common
sense deployment of technology that has
been around for decades that will improve
public health by reducing emissions of pol-
lutants, including known carcinogens such
as dioxin, from cement facilities.

Fighting Fraud, Waste, and Abuse. Sec-
tions 449 and 451 of the bill fall short of their
intended purposes of protecting the interest
of the Nation’s taxpayers. The Administra-
tion looks forward to working with the Con-
gress to achieve the common goal of fighting
fraud, waste, and abuse in Federal contracts,
grants, and other Federal assistance.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The Administration looks forward to work-
ing with the Congress as the fiscal year 2012
appropriations process moves forward to en-
sure the Administration can support enact-
ment of the legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. POE of
Texas). The Committee will rise infor-
mally.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington) assumed the
chair.

——

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Pate, one
of his secretaries.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Committee will resume its sitting.

———

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

The

ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2012

The Committee resumed its sitting.

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Chairman, I yield
5 minutes to the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. ROGERS), the esteemed
chairman of the full committee.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. I rise
today to commend this bill to our col-
leagues and urge that it be passed. It
includes $27.5 billion in Federal spend-
ing. That’s a reduction of $2.1 billion
below last year, $3.8 billion below the
President’s request.

Some have complained that these
cuts are too much, too fast. But it’s
important to remember that these
agencies and programs have seen un-
precedented massive increases in
spending in recent years. This sort of
excess has contributed to our astro-
nomical debt and is threatening our re-
covery. We simply can’t fund unneces-
sary and ineffective programs when we
are borrowing 42 cents on every dollar
we spend. We just simply can’t afford
it.

This legislation makes smart, signifi-
cant cuts across each and every agency
funded by this bill. The bill still ade-
quately funds the agencies that are im-
portant to the health of our citizens,
the stability of our economy, and the
preservation of our environment, but
we’ve made some priority adjustments
in areas that can and should withstand
lower budgets.

Some areas that will see bigger re-
ductions include climate change pro-
grams, which are trimmed 22 percent
from last year, and land acquisition
funding, which is at a level nearly 79
percent lower than last year.

Frankly, many of the cuts in this bill
are just plain common sense, particu-
larly when it comes to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. The reduc-
tions and provisions in this bill were
made with very good reason—to rein in
unparalleled, out-of-control spending
and job-killing overregulation by the
EPA.

Though we all appreciate the core
mission of the EPA, this agency has
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lost grips with economic reality and
has become the epitome of the contin-
ued and damaging regulatory over-
reach of this administration. We can’t
allow an agency to circumvent the au-
thority of Congress, especially when it
has such destructive effects on our Na-
tion’s economic recovery.

I'd like to say that we’ve heard from
Americans all across the country and
across every sector of the economy who
attribute harsh regulatory burdens to
their economic uncertainty, uncer-
tainty that’s crushing job growth.

It’s my hope that this legislation
sends the message loud and clear: Leg-
islation by regulation must stop. We've
restricted funding for EPA personnel,
as well as addressed EPA’s flawed
greenhouse gas regulations and de
facto moratorium on mining permits in
Appalachia. It’s my hope that provi-
sions like these will return the EPA to
a better working order, facilitating a
more effective government, sending
money where it really needs to go, and
removing burdensome barriers to job
creation to clear the way for economic
recovery.

Mr. Chairman, I want to thank
Chairman SIMPSON and Ranking Mem-
ber MORAN, the subcommittee, and all
of the staff for all their hard work on
this very tough bill. Chairman SIMPSON
has led the way on an excellent bill, I
think, that makes good on our promise
to reduce government spending with
real significant spending reforms.

His subcommittee, Mr. Chairman,
held 22 oversight hearings, more than
any other of the 12 subcommittees on
Appropriations. I'm confident that
they’ve gone above and beyond their
duty to ensure that these cuts come
from wasteful and redundant programs.
I know these decisions were not made
lightly, were not made easy, but they
are responsible, and will help us move
in the right direction.

Although it’s been difficult at times,
the House should be proud to be mov-
ing this year’s appropriations process
in regular order, the first time in
years. With this bill we will have fin-
ished more than half of the fiscal 12 ap-
propriation bills before the recess. And
nearly all of the bills have been moved
through subcommittee or full com-
mittee, and therefore are on cue to
come to the full body. This return to
regular order has contributed to
thoughtful, collaborative appropria-
tions bills that reflect the will of the
American people and will help get our
Nation’s finances in order.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Chairman, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. DICKS), the very distin-
guished ranking member of the full Ap-
propriations Committee.

(Mr. DICKS asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DICKS. I rise to state my opposi-
tion to H.R. 2584, the FY 2012 Interior
and Environment appropriations bill.
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