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of marine mammal stranding, which will in-
clude the development of an interpretive dis-
play of the skeletons of marine mammals re-
covered from the waters around our islands. In 
aid of local charitable fundraising efforts, Barry 
also regularly contributes his work for auction 
or raffle by social service organizations in the 
Commonwealth. 

Today, as a nation, we face challenges to 
the arts—for both financial and ideological rea-
sons. I hope that we all consider the nexus 
between the arts and our civilization, globally 
and locally, as we debate the issues. And I 
also hope that you will join me in paying trib-
ute to Barry Wonenberg—who has spent 
much of his life, to the benefit of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, practicing what President 
Kennedy preached. 
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TRIBUTE TO TERRY R. GORSUCH 

(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an American 
hero. Not a hero in our typical sense of 
the word but in a context of heroism 
that we have seen replicated across the 
face of this great Nation. Today, Mr. 
Speaker, I pay tribute to Terry R. 
Gorsuch. 

He was a man who embodied the 
characteristics that we rightly honor 
in our country. He worked hard, over-
came adversity, and in business he in-
novated. He risked all and, by the 
grace of God and through perseverance, 
was rewarded with his successful com-
pany, Triad Western Constructors. 

The story could stop there, but he be-
lieved his greatest accomplishment and 
blessing in life was his family—married 
to his loving wife, Rita, for 45 years, 
raising their two children, Traci and 
Terry D., and then seeing their chil-
dren grow to adulthood, marry, and 
blessed the family with two grand-
children, Gracine and Jaydine. 

Terry R. Gorsuch lived the American 
Dream. He worked hard, played by the 
rules, loved his family, and always ex-
tended a helping hand to others. He 
could not win his final battle as he suc-
cumbed to Lou Gehrig’s disease, but 
his admirable moral fiber held firm 
even as the final sands of his time 
slipped from beneath his feet. 

We don’t often reflect on the heroes 
who make this country work and help 
make this country what it is, but 
today, Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
honor an American hero, Terry R. 
Gorsuch. 
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CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentlewoman from the 
Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
this evening the Congressional Black 

Caucus is pleased that our Democratic 
leadership has given us the opportunity 
to once again come to the floor for the 
first Democratic hour this evening. 

I want to just talk a little bit about 
some of the people who came and vis-
ited me in my office in my district this 
morning. I had a visit from AARP lead-
ership and some of their advocates and 
volunteers this morning in my St. 
Croix office. They came to bring this 
petition to the office, signed by hun-
dreds of people just on one of my is-
lands. And it says: 

‘‘Dear Members of Congress, 
‘‘Seniors and future retirees earned 

their benefits after a lifetime of hard 
work and paying into the system. Yet 
some Members of Congress from both 
parties are considering harmful cuts to 
Medicare and Social Security’’—I know 
nobody in the Congressional Black 
Caucus is considering those kinds of 
cuts—‘‘as a part of a deal to pay the 
Nation’s bills. A deal like that could 
dramatically increase health care costs 
for seniors and future retirees, threat-
en their access to doctors, hospitals 
and nursing homes, and reduce benefit 
checks they rely on to pay the bills. 

‘‘Instead of cutting the benefits of 
seniors and future retirees, Congress 
should be reducing wasteful spending 
and closing tax loopholes. Instead of 
shifting more health care costs to sen-
iors, Congress should be working to 
hold down health care costs for every-
one,’’ as the Democrats worked very 
hard to do last year when we passed the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act. 

So these undersigned are calling on 
us to oppose any deal that would make 
harmful cuts to the Medicare and So-
cial Security benefits Americans have 
been working on for all these years. 
And this is just the beginning, Mr. 
Speaker and colleagues. There will be 
more of these petitions to come. 

Some of the participants that came 
to my office this morning are: Aloma 
Peters, Lucie Rodriguez, Elizabeth 
Torruela, Nicolas Encarnacion, Luz D. 
Sierra, Theodora Moorehead, Ann 
Thomas, Ellarine Batiste, Joan 
Sackey, Miguel Ramos, Ramomta 
Cagnes, Doris Brown, Paul Simmonds, 
Denyce Singleton, Genny Dargan, and 
Lumoz Ayala, but representing the 
hundreds of people that sent this peti-
tion to the Congress of the United 
States. 

In my district, and they talked about 
this this morning, we have one of the 
highest utility bills in our country, and 
they’re just trying to figure out what 
they would do if their Social Security 
checks were not coming to them next 
month. 

But a default is not just catastrophic 
for individuals on Social Security. It 
would be catastrophic for everyone. It’s 
catastrophic for our Nation and our 
economy. The poor, of course, would 
lose their safety net and the ability to 
pull themselves out of poverty, the 
help that they need. 

And the middle class will also pay a 
price. It would be so catastrophic that 

mortgage payments would increase by 
over $1,000 for the average family. 
Credit card interest would increase by 
$250 for the average family. Families 
could pay an additional $182 per year 
on utilities. I’m sure our utilities in 
the Virgin Islands would be much high-
er than that. And families could pay an 
additional $318 per year on food. They 
could lose thousands of dollars in their 
retirement savings. 

We are so proud and honored to have 
a leader like Leader NANCY PELOSI, 
who has represented us in all of the dis-
cussions at the White House, and has 
stood strong for Democratic priorities 
and kept the voices of House Demo-
crats and the interests of the American 
people on the table. 

We have heard of two different pro-
posals that are coming forth this 
evening. It’s interesting that Speaker 
BOEHNER has brought forth a proposal 
with, still, no tax hikes. We were never 
talking about tax hikes, Mr. Speaker. 
We were talking about letting the tem-
porary Bush tax cuts for the wealthiest 
Americans expire, as they were always 
intended to expire. 

His proposal speaks about entitle-
ment reforms and savings. I just read 
the letter from the AARP, the petition, 
at least in part, which calls on us to 
save Social Security, Medicare, and 
Medicaid. Yet the Republican proposal 
would include entitlement reforms and 
savings. 

And again, here comes the balanced 
budget amendment, a budget amend-
ment that would be required before the 
end of the year. And then a short-term 
lifting of the debt ceiling, something 
that will not bring the stability to our 
economy and that would still put our 
credit in the world at risk. 

He says it’s a two-step approach to 
hold President Obama accountable. Is 
that what this is all about? Or is it 
that we’re trying to restore the good 
faith and credit of this Nation? 

Their two-step approach to hold 
President Obama accountable, I don’t 
think he needs to be held accountable. 
He’s been a good President, and he 
doesn’t need us to help him be account-
able. 

They have cuts. They want cuts that 
exceed the debt hike, the hike in the 
debt ceiling. I think that’s a new one. 
I thought that originally we talked 
about having a balance between the 
lifting of the debt ceiling and the cuts. 

Caps to control future spending. 
Well, we know what that would mean. 
All the programs that our commu-
nities, the communities that we rep-
resent, would lose funding for programs 
that they need. Again, here comes the 
balanced budget amendment and enti-
tlement reforms and, of course, no tax 
hikes. 

Now, I’ve been joined by several of 
my colleagues, and I’d like them to 
join in this Special Order if they are 
ready at this point in time. And I’m al-
ways pleased to be joined on these 
Monday evenings by the gentlelady 
from Houston, Texas, Congresswoman 
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