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REMEMBRANCE OF JESUS THOMAS
CAMPOS

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2011

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to extend my deepest sympathies
to the family and friends of Jesus “Jesse”
Thomas Campos, who died July 22, 2011 in
Houston, two weeks shy of his 90th birthday.

Jesse is survived by his wife of 57 years,
Esther, his son, Adrian, and his daughters,
Olga and Edna, as well as numerous grand-
children, and great-grandchildren.

Jesse served his Nation with distinction dur-
ing the Second World War, as a member of
the U.S. Army from 1941-46. During the war
he was assigned to the 672nd Amphibious
Tank Battalion and made numerous first as-
sault landings in the Pacific, was wounded
twice, and was awarded the Purple Heart and
three Bronze Stars. He was also a Pearl Har-
bor survivor.

Jesse was a close friend, a constituent, and
an important member of our community. He
was very active in our local American Legion
post and with the Disabled American Vet-
erans. He also received numerous awards for
his dedication and service to our community.

His loss will be felt by family, friends, and
the Greater Houston community, and | ask
that you remember the family in your thoughts
and prayers.

| would like to submit for the RECORD a copy
of Jesse’s obituary that appeared in the Hous-
ton Chronicle on July 25.

[From the Houston Chronicle, July 25, 2011]
JESUS CAMPOS

Jesus Thomas Campos, Husband, Father,
Brother, Veteran and Community Leader,
Jesus Thomas Campos of Houston died
peacefully at home Friday, July 22, 2011. He
was two weeks shy of his 90th birthday. He
was born on August 6, 1921 in Goose Creek
(now known as Baytown) to Maria Ramos
and Jose Campos. He graduated from Robert
E. Lee High School in 1941 and enlisted in
the Army and served from 1941-46.

He is survived by his wife of 57 years,
Maria Esther Estrada Campos. He is pre-
ceded in death by his parents and several sib-
lings, as well as by his daughter, Leah
Aguirre of Houston. Jesus is survived by his
son, Adrian, and daughters Olga (Kevin Benz
of Austin), Edna (Eldon Thomas of Houston
and Asheville, NC), as well as numerous
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Jesus was proud of his involvement in
Houston’s Hispanic community especially
his work on behalf of various political can-
didates, Get-Out-the Vote efforts and im-
proving educational opportunities for His-
panic students. He was also proud of his dis-
tinguished military record. During World
War II, he was assigned to the 672nd Amphib-
ious Tank Battalion Attached to the 15th Di-
vision. He made numerous first assault land-
ings in the Pacific, was wounded twice and
was awarded the Purple Heart, 3 Bronze
Stars, an Arrowhead in the Asiatic-Pacific
and World War II Campaigns and a Good
Conduct Medal.

Jesus retired from Exxon after 20 years and
was an active member of the American Le-
gion and the Disabled American Veterans.
His recent awards and honors include the
Distinguished Hispanic Volunteer from
Houston Mayor Bill White in 2007; Eagles
Award in 2005 from the San Jacinto Chapter
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of DAV, Participant in Honor Flight #2 to
visit the WWII Memorial in 2009; Fiestas
Patrias Distinguished Hispanic Award 2006,
recognition by numerous members of the
U.S. Congress, the Texas Senate and House;
the Houston City Council, the American GI
Forum, and the League of United Latin
American Citizens. He will be respected,
loved and missed by everyone who knew him.

The family will be receiving visitors Tues-
day, July 26 from 5-9 pm with a Rosary at 7
p.m. at Forest Park Lawndale, 6900 Lawndale
Ave, Houston TX 77023. Funeral services will
be held Wednesday, July 27 at 11 a.m. at For-
est Park Lawndale. In lieu of flowers, please
send donations to the American GI Forum of
Texas, 2626 South Loop West #320, 770542649,
Houston, ™ 77086; (713) 666-4796;
www.agiftx.org. Donations will go to the
Community in Housing Development which
assists with housing for American Veterans.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2011

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 632, | was not present to vote. Had | been
present, | would have voted “no.”

———
INTRODUCING MEDICAL NEU-

TRALITY PROTECTION ACT OF
2011

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 2011

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce bipartisan legislation called the
Medical Neutrality Protection Act of 2011. In
times of war and civil unrest, the independ-
ence of physicians and health care workers
are often hindered, endangering their safety
and limiting their ability to care for the wound-
ed. | first became aware of this issue back in
the 1980s during the civil war in EI Salvador.
The conflict ended in the early 1990s with
over 75,000 people killed, some of whom were
medical workers who were caught in combat
or working in refugee camps. Then, as now, |
was concerned that the United States was not
doing enough to stop government forces from
harming medical workers, who are some of
the only unbiased eyewitnesses that we have
on the ground.

While international humanitarian laws codify
the concept of medical neutrality, we have
seen systematic attacks against medical pro-
fessionals by various armed forces over the
last several months, particularly in the Middle
East. Several independent human rights orga-
nizations—including Physicians for Human
Rights and Human Rights Watch—have docu-
mented these abuses and are calling for more
countries to address this disturbing trend.

This bill elevates the protection of medical
professionals as a policy priority for U.S. gov-
ernment so that countries that attack doctors
and shut hospitals will no longer be able to
carry out business as usual. Under this Act,
the Secretary of State will be required to main-
tain and regularly update a list of countries
that violate medical neutrality. Countries on
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this list will not qualify for certain military as-
sistance, and government officials from the
violating countries will not be eligible for visas
to travel to the United States. The bill also
calls for the creation of a United Nations Spe-
cial Rapporteur on the Protection and Pro-
motion of Medical Neutrality.

The issue of protecting doctors and access
to medical care is not a partisan issue. This is
a common sense bill that fills a void in foreign
policy.

Mr. Speaker, Speaker, | would also like to
submit a letter of support from Physicians for
Human Rights.

PHYSICIANS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS,
Washington, DC, July 26, 2011.
Hon. JIM MCDERMOTT,
House of Representatives, Longworth House Of-
fice Building Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE MCDERMOTT: Physi-
cians for Human Rights (PHR) congratulates
you and Representative Walter Jones (R-NC)
for introducing the Medical Neutrality Pro-
tection Act of 2011, an important bill that
will protect medical neutrality around the
world.

Medical professionals often risk their lives
and security to provide essential services,
and they must be able to uphold this duty to
patients and others in need without fear of
violence, retribution, or arbitrary arrest.
The importance of protecting medical profes-
sionals, facilities, and transport from attack
makes up the foundation for the norm of
medical neutrality, which is firmly grounded
in international humanitarian law, profes-
sional codes and ethics, and international
human rights law. Violations of medical neu-
trality include attacks on health care facili-
ties, medical personnel, and patients; wanton
destruction of medical supplies; willful ob-
struction of medical ethics; deliberate mis-
use of health care facilities, services, uni-
forms, or insignia; deliberate blocking of ac-
cess to health care facilities and care; and
arbitrary arrest or detention of medical pro-
fessionals or patients.

PHR researchers documented violations of
medical neutrality related to uprisings in
Bahrain earlier this year including the gov-
ernment’s takeover of hospitals, intimida-
tion of patients, and arrest and prosecution
of doctors as part of its crackdown on pop-
ular dissent. The Medical Neutrality Protec-
tion Act of 2011 would allow the United
States to promptly respond to such viola-
tions.

“Physicians for Human Rights and the
medical community are deeply grateful to
Congressmen Jim McDermott and Walter
Jones for their outstanding leadership on the
issue of medical neutrality,” said Dr. Robert
Lawrence, Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of Physicians for Human Rights. ‘“‘The
Medical Neutrality Protection Act of 2011 for
the first time shines a bright light on serious
human rights violations which strike at the
heart of communities at large all over the
world. The act introduced today in the U.S.
House of Representatives makes it crystal
clear that the United States will not tolerate
any attacks under any circumstances on
medical professionals, hospitals, equipment
and supplies, or will turn a blind eye to any
interference with the ability to seek medical
treatment or the ability to provide it with-
out concern of politics, religious affiliation,
or ethnic background. We urge the U.S. Con-
gress to pass this crucial piece of legislation
immediately, and call on President Obama
to sign it into law.”

Thank you for taking a stand against vio-
lations of medical neutrality and supporting
the efforts of medical professionals world-
wide.

Sincerely,
PHYSICIANS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS.
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