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of the original founders still come with their 
families to vacation every summer, staying in 
one of the many cabins dispersed throughout 
the park. 

In the summer, the park offers 31 cabins for 
rent, a Cultural Center for social events and a 
large swimming pool for its Scandinavian 
members. Families descending from Denmark, 
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden make 
up the over 1,000 park membership. The park 
itself is one of 12 New Jersey parks that is 
within the Vasa Order of America. The Order 
is an American-Scandinavian fraternal society 
that was established as a way for Scandina-
vian peoples in the United States and Canada 
to meet each other and share a common herit-
age. 

In addition to providing a vacation spot for 
Scandinavian immigrants and their families, 
the park hosts an annual Scandinavian Fes-
tival every year. This year will mark its 27th 
year. The festival features live Scandinavian 
music, dancing, children’s activities, and me-
dieval games. It is a fun way for members to 
not only get to know one another, but also to 
celebrate their rich Scandinavian heritage. The 
surrounding community is also invited to par-
ticipate in the activities. 

For the last 75 years, Vasa Park has upheld 
the tight knit Scandinavian presence that is so 
important to the citizens of Mount Olive. The 
Mount Olive community as a whole is proud to 
call Vasa Park their own. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Vasa Park for 75 
years of upholding Scandinavian tradition in 
Morris County, New Jersey. 
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride and enthusiasm that I rise today to 
honor the Holy Trinity Hungarian Church in 
East Chicago, Indiana, as the parish cele-
brates its 105th anniversary. On Saturday, 
September 24, 2011, a celebrated Mass will 
take place at Holy Trinity, which will be fol-
lowed by a celebratory banquet to recognize 
this extraordinary occasion. 

Around the turn of the 20th century, the 
Hungarian community in East Chicago, Indi-
ana, with its deep religious traditions, em-
barked on a venture to start a church of its 
own. With this goal in mind, on July 4, 1904, 
a group of community members met in the 
home of Stephen Farkas on Alexander Ave-
nue to discuss ideas for what would later be-
come the Holy Trinity Hungarian Church. The 
cornerstone was laid for the first church build-
ing on November 11, 1906, followed by its 
dedication on the Feast of the Holy Trinity in 
1907. The parish’s first resident pastor, Father 
Oscar Szilagyi, arrived on Christmas Eve in 
1907. Although regulations of the Religious 
Order prevented Father Szilagyi from remain-
ing at the church for a longer period of time, 
he has the distinction of performing Holy Trin-
ity’s first marriage, baptism, and funeral. 

Sadly, this building, as well as a second 
church, were lost to fires, but through the faith, 
hard work, and dedication of its leaders and 
congregation, the present church was con-
structed and was dedicated on May 22, 1921. 
After the church was rebuilt, the parish contin-
ued to grow. In 1922, Holy Trinity opened the 
doors to a new school, providing a much 
needed service for young people in the com-
munity. By 1927, several organizations had 
also formed, including: the Holy Rosary Circle, 
Altar Society, Holy Name Society, Knights of 
Holy Trinity, Children of Mary, and Young La-
dies Sodality. 

Although Holy Trinity has faced its share of 
struggles, the collective faith of the clergy and 
parishioners, and their commitment to the 
church, has allowed the parish to reach many 
milestones during its 105-year history. In Feb-
ruary of 1957, the Diocese of Gary was estab-
lished, and Holy Trinity joined other area 
Catholic parishes in welcoming its first bishop, 
the Most Reverend Andrew G. Grutka. On 
July 10, 2004, Holy Trinity experienced the 
most prestigious event in its history when the 
church was honored with a visit from Peter 
Cardinal Erdo, Primate of Hungary. 

Another extraordinary event took place on 
May 1, 2005, when the present pastor, Father 
Alphonse Skerl, celebrated his 50th anniver-
sary of ordination to the priesthood. For the 
past forty years, Father Skerl has served the 
parishioners of Holy Trinity. Under the leader-
ship of Father Skerl, and because of the dedi-
cation of the parish members, 2011 has been 
a year of two more historic milestones, the 
90th anniversary of the present church and 
the 105th anniversary of the parish. 

Mr. Speaker, Holy Trinity Hungarian Church 
offers an invaluable service to its parishioners 
and community, providing numerous opportu-
nities for all to join together to experience its 
rich heritage. I ask that you and my other dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in congratulating 
the clergy and congregation Holy Trinity Hun-
garian Church as they celebrate their 105th 
Anniversary. Throughout the years, these fine 
individuals have provided spiritual guidance to 
their community while honoring and preserving 
their faith and the traditions of the Hungarian 
people. Their devotion is worthy of our deep-
est admiration, and I am proud to serve as 
their Representative in Washington, DC. 
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Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, on April 2, 2011 
Emile Beaulieu will celebrate with his family 
and friends his 80th birthday. Mr. Beaulieu is 
a selfless public servant having served our na-
tion, state, and local communities in various 
capacities for many years. 

Known as an honest, warm, and generous 
man, Mr. Beaulieu’s public service includes 
twenty years of service in the Air Force Re-
serves, two terms as Mayor of the City of 
Manchester, eight years serving as Welfare 

Commissioner, past President of the Easter 
Seals Board, past president of Big Brother Big 
Sisters of Greater Manchester, and former 
member of the Jaycees. 

Mr. Beaulieu is a long-standing advocate 
and leader of conservative values and prin-
ciples. He has served in numerous leadership 
capacities in the New Hampshire Republican 
Party and continues to remain active in var-
ious political campaigns. However, Mr. 
Beaulieu’s greatest joy and accomplishment is 
as a loving husband and father of six children, 
eight grandchildren, and four great-grand-
children. 

This is a great day for Mr. Beaulieu, his wife 
Laurette, and his family and friends. I wish him 
the very best on his 80th birthday. This is truly 
a very joyous occasion. 
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Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in honor of Arts Clayton’s 25th An-
niversary. Since its opening in 1986, Arts 
Clayton has provided access to art and art 
education for my constituents in the 13th Dis-
trict of Georgia. 

In 1999 Arts Clayton used funding from a 
HUD Community Development Block Grant to 
create a Mobile ArtVan to bring art directly to 
children from low-income families. This initia-
tive is especially important in today’s eco-
nomic climate as school budgets continue to 
tighten. 

In 2000 Arts Clayton extended their reach 
into the community by opening the Arts Clay-
ton Gallery. This Gallery places a high pre-
mium on local art—accepting only Georgia art-
ists. Those desiring to display their art must 
first meet with the Curators Committee to 
prove the quality and uniqueness of their 
work. 

In addition to the artwork that is displayed 
year-round, the Arts Clayton Gallery also 
hosts various showcases throughout the year 
including a juried Fine Arts show in February 
and a juried Photography show in October. I 
am particularly thankful that the Gallery hosts 
the annual Congressional Art Competition for 
my district, the winners of which are displayed 
here in Washington, D.C. 

I would also like to acknowledge the hard 
work and dedication Arts Clayton displayed 
when assisting my wife find art and jewelry for 
the First Lady’s Luncheon. With their help, 
Alfredia found and selected a local Georgian 
artist to custom design jewelry for attendees 
and another artist who donated a beautiful 
quilt to then First Lady Laura Bush. 

It is my greatest hope that Arts Clayton will 
continue to serve our community for many 
more years to come. Art is vital to a strong, vi-
brant society, and Arts Clayton has played a 
pivotal role bringing art into Clayton County, 
my Congressional District and the Greater 
Metro Atlanta area. 
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