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public health programs, such as the indigent
program, an innovative free drug program that
saved the county more than $4 million a year,
as well as the county’s diabetes education
program. The diabetes education program has
been so successful, that the county is looking
to expanding its services to those with asth-
ma, coronary artery disease and hypertension.

| have had the pleasure of working with Dr.
Trochet on a number of issues over the years,
ranging from investing in the public health
workforce to encouraging families to partici-
pate in the National Children’s Study. Dr.
Trochet’s service with the Sacramento County
Department of Health and Human Services
and her tireless work ethic has not gone unno-
ticed. In 2009, she was named one of six
“Women Who Mean Business” by the Sac-
ramento Business Journal, which celebrates
the achievements of outstanding women with
impactful careers within the Sacramento re-
gion. Dr. Trochet has also served on a num-
ber of advisory boards, such as Board of Di-
rector for Center for AIDS Research, Educates
and Services, CARES, as well as the Sac-
ramento County’s Community Advisory Board,
CAB, for the National Children’s Study.

Dr. Trochet began her career completing
residency at Baylor College of Medicine in
Houston, and moving to Sacramento to begin
a private practice with the Sutter Medical
Group and Family Physicians of Sacramento.
In 1989, she left this practice to pursue a ca-
reer with the Sacramento County Department
of Health and Human Services as the Physi-
cian Lead of Mercy Clinic Loaves and Fishes.
Four years later, she accepted the position of
Medical Director for the County, where she
managed all of the County’s health care clin-
ics. These clinics are crucial to our commu-
nity, as they are the primary source of care for
thousands of Sacramento families. During that
same period, she also served as the Sexually
Transmitted Disease, STD, Controller for Sac-
ramento County.

Mr. Speaker, as Dr. Trochet, her husband,
John, daughters Rene and Holly, friends and
colleagues gather to celebrate her retirement
as Sacramento County Public Health Officer, |
ask you to join me in saluting this remarkable
woman for her many years of service to the
Sacramento community.

A TRIBUTE TO REVEREND DR.
GEORGE F. REGAS

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Reverend Dr. George F. Regas of
Pasadena, California. On September 11,
2011, Rev. Regas will be the first recipient of
the George F. Regas Courageous Peace-
maker Award, an award created by the Inter-
faith Communities United for Justice and
Peace to acknowledge his tireless efforts for
justice and peace.

For nearly three decades, during his tenure
as the Rector of All Saints Episcopal Church
in Pasadena, Rev. Regas continually worked
towards peace by speaking out against war
and advocating nonviolent solutions to the
world’s problems. He established many orga-
nizations toward that end, including an Inter-
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faith Center to Reverse the Nuclear Arms
Race with Rabbi Leonard Beerman of Leo
Baeck Temple calling for religious institutions
to oppose the global arms race. In addition, in
collaboration with Professor John Cobb of
Claremont Graduate University, he founded
Progressive Christians Uniting that works for
opportunity and economic justice for all, estab-
lished the interfaith group called Interfaith
Communities United for Justice and Peace
and a South African Center to expose the
atrocities of apartheid with Archbishop
Desmond Tutu. Community-focused organiza-
tions include Union Station in Pasadena (now
Union Station Homeless Services), a service
center for homeless citizens, and the All
Saints AIDS Service Center (now AIDS Serv-
ice Center), the largest AIDS service program
in the San Gabriel Valley.

Rev. Regas has served on the Boards of
Trustees of both Claremont Graduate Univer-
sity and the Church Divinity School of the Pa-
cific, and the Board of Directors of the Coali-
tion For Zero Violence. In addition, he served
as Chair of the Abrahamic Faiths Peace-
making Initiative, a group of Jewish, Muslim
and Christian leaders, and Chair of the Na-
tional Coalition for the Ordination of Women
as Priests and Bishops in the Episcopal
Church. Currently, he is on the Board of Direc-
tors for the Desmond Tutu Peace Foundation
and is the Executive Director of The Regas In-
stitute, an organization he founded that advo-
cates for a progressive religion that addresses
the issues of war, justice, and equality.

Rev. Dr. Regas has received many pres-
tigious awards during his lifetime. Some of the
honors include the 2008 Distinguished Peace
Leadership Award from the Nuclear Age
Peace Foundation, Harvard-Radcliffe Club’s
John Harvard Distinguished Service Award,
the Justice Award from The Islamic Center of
Southern California, and the Humanitarian
Award from B’nai B’rith International.

| ask all Members to join me in congratu-
lating Reverend Dr. George F. Regas, a para-
mount voice for peace and justice in the
United States, upon being named the inau-
gural recipient of the George F. Regas Coura-
geous Peacemaker Award.

——
HONORING FIRST METHODIST
CHURCH OF BROWNSBORO,

TEXAS 100TH CELEBRATION
HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, | wish to
recognize the Centennial Celebration of the
First Methodist Church in Brownsboro, Texas.

On September 25, 2011, the First Methodist
Church of Brownsboro will celebrate 100 years
of Methodism in Brownsboro and Henderson
County, Texas. For 100 years evangelism,
missionary service, youth development, Sun-
day school, Bible study, fellowship, and wor-
ship have been continually celebrated by the
congregation.

As Thomas Jefferson said, “It is in our lives
and not our words that our religion must be
read,” it is an honor to represent the parish-
ioners of the First Methodist Church of
Brownsboro, Texas whose lives exude service
and faith.

September 7, 2011
WIDELL OBITUARY

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that | rise today to honor my friend,
the late David L. Widell.

David L. Widell was a passionate supporter
of political solutions to a host of California’s
Conservation issues. Unfortunately, one of our
greatest wetlands advocates passed away far
too early. Dave, General Manager and Direc-
tor of Governmental Affairs of Grassland
Water District, was without equal in his pas-
sion about Central Valley wetlands’ water
issues.

Dave was a native son to California, born in
Watsonville and raised in Los Banos. Dave
grew up hunting and fishing from the Valley
floor to the Sierras. He would often recount
getting the special excuse slips from Los
Banos High School on traditional Wednesday
duck hunts.

Dave was no stranger to local politics and
issues having graduated from Los Banos High
School in 1985 and Modest Junior College in
1987, before attaining a BA degree in political
history from UC Davis in 1990. He was a
former field representative to Assemblyman
Rusty Areias; City of Los Banos Planning
Commissioner; and Director on the Merced
County Farm Bureau Board. In 1992, following
service in the United States Air Force, he
joined the Grassland Water District as Assist-
ant General Manager.

Dave was a strong supporter of the Grass-
lands Ecological Complex and pushed for fair
landscape planning. He fought several large
urban developments that would have divided
the Grasslands and caused fragmentation of
wetland habitats.

Dave spent the majority of his life devoted
to conservation organizations. In 1998, he left
the District to spread his wings at California
Waterfowl Association where he served as
Chief Deputy Director of Governmental Affairs.
After leaving CWA, Dave moved on to serve
as Deputy Director of State Parks in charge of
ORVs and then Assistant Secretary at the
California Resources Agency under both Davis
and Schwarzenegger administrations. He
joined Ducks Unlimited as Director of Con-
servation Policy for the Pacific Flyway, before
returning to the District in 2007 as General
Manager.

Dave fought for legal water rights of the
Grasslands and Central Valley wetlands. He
co-authored an important chapter for the Cen-
tral Valley Joint Venture on water for wetlands
and wildlife-friendly agriculture. It is with some
joy that he knew he had helped reach full sup-
ply of wetland water for the first time in over
20 years. Dave was as comfortable in the
Halls of Congress as he was in an old duck
shack.

Sharing his knowledge of wing shooting or
fly fishing with youth or novices was one of
Dave’s pleasures. He was most proud of the
skills his son Ty developed in the outdoors
and the intellectual challenges he has
achieved by matriculating to Purdue Univer-
sity.

The unique combination of knowledge, polit-
ical resolve, and dedication the Dave brought
to the District will remain unmatched. Dave’s
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jovial demeanor and laugh will remain with us.
As we reflect fondly on the relationships Dave
made and the partnerships he formed in his
quest to defend the Grasslands from degrada-
tion, we also remember how he touched our
lives. When a flock of ducks sails across the
sky this fall, think of Dave.

——————

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE
LIFE OF MALIN KENNETH OSHMAN

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the extraordinary life of Malin Kenneth
Oshman, a visionary, a leader, a builder of
businesses, a family man, and a most gen-
erous contributor to our community. A man of
his brilliance and accomplishment is a rarity,
and his family’s great loss is also a great loss
for our nation.

Ken is reported to have said, “The inter-
esting thing is that there are so few important
decisions. You don’t have to go in the ‘right
direction. You don’t have to enter the ‘right’
business. What you have to do is have made
a decision as to what you’re going to do and
then you just have to figure out how to suc-
ceed at it.” Ken succeeded at many things, in-
cluding earning B.S. and B.S.E.E degrees
from Rice University, and M.S. and Ph.D. de-
grees from Stanford University, while working
at Sylvania. He was a founder of ROLM Cor-
poration, and was CEO, President and Execu-
tive Chairman of Echelon until he stepped
down for health reasons. He served on many
corporate boards and was a mentor to count-
less Silicon Valley leaders and an advisor to
President Reagan.

Ken’s final corporate creation was Echelon,
a company that is working to transform the
electricity grid into a smart, communicating en-
ergy control network. At the company’s 20th
anniversary event, Ken spoke about the com-
pany’s future opportunities and his hopes for
it. His words demonstrate Ken’s concern not
just for his company, but for all of us. “Today,
the demand for energy has made it obvious
that efficiency is the best, most accessible,
and lowest cost alternative fuel in existence,
and we believe Echelon is at the forefront in
delivering the technology to make the world a
more energy efficient, cleaner, and better
place.”

Ken’s creations were not limited to high-tech
businesses. Ken and his beloved wife Barbara
donated $10 million to help create the
Oshman Family Jewish Community Center in
Palo Alto, a building many times larger than
the 2,000 square foot building in Texas where
Jewish families gathered when he was a boy.
The Oshman Family JCC, which opened two
years ago, has already provided thousands of
people with living space, healthy recreation,
intergenerational activities, child care and
more.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in extending our deepest sympathies to the
Oshman family . . . his childhood sweetheart
and wife of 49 years, Barbara; his two sons,
Peter and David, and their wives, Stephanie
and Joanna; four grandchildren; and his broth-
er and sister-in-law, Rick and Tania Oshman
of Texas. His loss will be felt deeply by his
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family, by the Silicon Valley he helped to
found, and to all those who had the privilege
of knowing him. He was a great and good
man, and his life’s work, in all of its diverse di-
mensions, will live long after him. | have al-
ways considered it a great privilege to know
Ken Oshman, to represent him and to call him
my friend. He made his community better and
our country stronger.

———

86TH ANNIVERSARY OF SACRED
HEART PARISH

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and admiration that | congratu-
late the congregation of the Sacred Heart Par-
ish in East Chicago, Indiana, as they celebrate
the 85th anniversary of the founding of the
parish, as well as the 70th anniversary of the
dedication of the church. On Sunday, August
28, 2011, a special Holy Mass, officiated by
Bishop Dale Melczek, will take place at Sa-
cred Heart, which will be followed by a
celebratory luncheon.

Sacred Heart was originally known as Mis-
sion of Assumption Slovak Parish. It was
founded in order to meet the spiritual needs of
Catholic Slovaks in East Chicago, Indiana.
From 1926 to 1941, the church held Mass,
Confession, and other services at various
churches in East Chicago. Father Clement
Mlinarovich began to see a great need to build
the church in East Chicago, and in May 1941,
Bishop John Francis Noll dedicated the beau-
tiful church building and new home of Sacred
Heart Parish. The congregation was overjoyed
to have a tremendous place of worship and
prayer. In addition, parishioners took great
pride in the new building because so many of
them assisted in its construction. Father An-
drew G. Grutka was the first resident pastor at
the newly completed church, a position he
held from 1942 to 1944, and later became the
first Bishop of the Diocese of Gary. Following
Father Grutka, Father Louis Duray and Father
Milan Bach made significant improvements to
the church, which included updating the sanc-
tuary and purchasing the priest's home. My
good friend and fellow Slovak, Monsignor Jo-
seph Semancik, has served the people of Sa-
cred Heart Parish since 1960. Over the years,
the parish has grown to include members from
many different ethnicities. During his tenure,
Monsignor Semancik served as the Director of
Catholic Charities for the Diocese of Gary.
Monsignor Semancik’s devoted life of chari-
table good works is truly inspirational. For his
struggle to ensure economic justice for all, and
for passionately serving those in need, he is to
be respected and admired.

This August celebration is tinged with sad-
ness because the parish will be closing in Oc-
tober. Monsignor Semancik will be retiring as
the priest of the parish and the congregation
will be dispersing to neighboring parishes. The
past 85 years have been times of grace for
the members and friends of Sacred Heart Par-
ish, which they have shared with the commu-
nity of East Chicago. Although the parish will
be closing, the spirit and prayers of its mem-
bers will be remembered for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring

E1549

and congratulating Sacred Heart Parish.
Throughout the years, Sacred Heart has built
their congregation and expanded their mis-
sion, not only by serving the dedicated, loyal
parishioners, but also by touching the lives of
countless members of the surrounding com-
munity. For their outstanding commitment to
serving so many in need, the church leaders
and parish members are to be highly com-
mended. May God continue to bless the par-
ish members and its leaders upon the closing
of the church and as they move on to the next
part of their spiritual lives.

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOSEPH
“JOE” PETER FISCHER

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and service of Mr. Joseph “Joe”
Peter Fischer whose life was tragically taken
on August 11, 2011, in Sanger, California, at
the age of one-hundred. Mr. Fischer was a
proud veteran of the California Army National
Guard and a dedicated member of the Fra-
ternal Order of Eagles, an organization dedi-
cated to improving communities. His vibrant
spirit will be deeply missed.

Mr. Fischer was born on February 15, 1911,
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He relocated to
Fresno, California’s Fig Garden Village as a
child with his parents and siblings. It was in
the great San Joaquin Valley that he learned
the value of hard work. He grew up working
on his family’s small farm, picking figs and
caring for farm animals; his fondest memories
included those of him and his mother working
on the pastures. He eventually began working
on automobiles and ultimately showcased his
entrepreneurial spirit by opening a mechanic
shop.

A true American patriot, Mr. Fischer proudly
served his state and country in the 185th Sec-
ond Infantry California Army National Guard
and was honorably discharged in 1933. Mr.
Fischer recognized the importance of serving
his country and his time in the California Army
National Guard served as a testament to his
character and his commitment to the preserva-
tion of freedom and democracy.

Upon completing his military service, Joe
continued his support of his community by al-
ways maintaining an active role in his neigh-
borhood. Most notably, his involvement and
membership in the Fraternal Order of Eagles,
demonstrated his desire to promote peace,
prosperity, and hope. It also demonstrated his
commitment to the betterment of Sanger, Cali-
fornia, the community he resided in and be-
came a beloved member of.

Mr. Fischer was a loyal friend and cherished
confidant to those he knew. He was pas-
sionate for the ideals and values in which he
believed in. He served as a role model for the
entire community and was a respected voice
among his colleagues and friends.

Mr. Fischer is survived by his sisters Mary
Morgan, Alyce Holland, Betty Babcock, and
son Joe Fischer, Jr.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the life and service of Joseph
“Joe” Peter Fischer, a man who lived a life full
of energy and love. His bravery and deter-
mination will forever be remembered.
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