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Association. Nancy has also co-founded the
Nancy Wilson Foundation, which takes inner
city children on trips to rural America. She has
received numerous awards, like the Essence
Award and the Paul Robeson Humanitarian
Award. She has been awarded honorary de-
grees from the Berklee College of Music and
Columbus Central State College.

Music lovers will truly miss her. There will
only be one Nancy Wilson.
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to recognize Arlette Merritt, Ex-
ecutive Director of West Contra Costa Coun-
ty’s Early Childhood Mental Health Program,
and congratulate her as she approaches her
well-earned retirement.

Arlette Merritt’'s outstanding career in public
service was born out of her lifelong commit-
ment to mental health services for the very
youngest and most vulnerable children. In fo-
cusing on treatment for children ages 0-6,
Arlette has made a priceless contribution to
her client families and to our community as a
whole.

Since becoming Executive Director 28 years
ago, Arlette has been instrumental in keeping
the Early Childhood Mental Health Program
accessible to our region’s population. Under
her leadership, the Early Childhood Mental
Health Program has pioneered early-interven-
tion by developing infant/parent home visiting,
preschool mental health consultation, and in-
tensive day treatment for preschool children.
Further, this agency provides specialized par-
enting support groups and critical wrap-around
services, in both English and Spanish. During
her admirable career, Arlette has molded an
outstanding team of professionals who in turn
bring these services to 400-500 families a

ear.

y Arlette’s rare and exceptional skills have
earned her tremendous respect and the grati-
tude of her colleagues as well as the public at
large. She has been a tireless advocate for
the expansion of children’s mental health serv-
ices and is nationally recognized as an expert
in her field.

| invite my colleagues to join me in honoring
Arlette Merritt as a true hero in our community
and to thank her for her dedicated service to
the families and especially the children of
West Contra Costa County. While | will truly
miss our interaction on issues related to sup-
porting children’s mental health, | am pleased
to join with her family, friends and colleagues
in congratulating Arlette Merritt on a long and
highly successful career and wish her a happy
and healthy retirement.

———
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask the House
of Representatives to join me in congratulating
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Eugene Rutledge on his retirement from Flint
Community Schools.

Eugene moved to Flint from Gary, Indiana
and was educated in the same schools to
which he devoted his life. After attending Flint
Junior College he graduated from Michigan
State University with a Bachelor's Degree in
Elementary Education. His passion for edu-
cation can be found in his body of work as
well his thirst for knowledge. While teaching,
Eugene obtained a Master's Degree in Read-
ing Instruction from Michigan State University
and has done post graduate work at Oakland
University.

Mr. Rutledge has been a fixture in the Flint
school system for over 66 years as a student,
instructor and administrator. He began his ca-
reer as a social studies teacher, remaining in
the classroom for twenty-four years. He left
the classroom and took his passion for edu-
cation to a broader prospective, working as an
administrator, focusing on curriculum and in-
struction for 19 years. While there he
mentored new teachers and prospective ad-
ministrators and served on the Superintend-
ent’s Executive Cabinet.

As a man of God, Eugene gathered strength
from one of his favorite scriptures. Proverbs
3:5 and 6: “Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own under-
standing. In all thy ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct thy paths.” Everyone in
Flint can say thank you for taking the path he
has taken and his continued dedication to the
City of Flint, Flint Community Schools, and
most importantly the children.

Mr. Speaker | would like to congratulate Eu-
gene Rutledge on his retirement. Eugene’s
dedication to the community and the children
is second to none.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today,
together with my colleague, Congressman
MIKE THOMPSON, to recognize Sandy Covall-
Alves who is retiring after 30 years in the
emergency management field, the last 16 of
which was as Emergency Manager for
Sonoma County’s Fire & Emergency Services
Department and the Sonoma County Oper-
ational Area. For those 30 years, she dedi-
cated herself to making sure that people in her
charge were safe and received the resources
they need in the wake of natural disasters.

During her tenure in Sonoma County, Ms.
Covall-Alves coordinated the response, recov-
ery and mitigation efforts for the 1995-1999
and 2006 winter storms and floods, the 1996
Cavedale fire, and the 1998 Rio Nido debris
flow. In total, she oversaw the implementation
of 14 local emergency proclamations, 12
Emergency Operations Center activations, 8
gubernatorial proclamations and 6 events that
were designated by the President as national
disasters. Our offices appreciated working with
her, knowing that she knew how to pull all her
connections together for a coordinated re-
sponse.

Ms. Covall-Alves was also the guiding force
in establishing, implementing and coordinating
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emergency programs for the county, its cities
and special districts. Her commitment to im-
proving emergency management did not stop
at the county line. She is a founding member
and current Chair of the California Operational
Area Coalition (COAC), a forum for informa-
tion exchange and advocacy on emergency
management issues. The COAC’s mission is
to enhance closer cooperation and collabora-
tion with members of the organization and with
the State Emergency Management Agency.

Ms. Covall-Alves began her career in emer-
gency management as a 9-1-1 dispatcher for
the Tuolumne County Sheriffs Department.
After developing disaster recovery plans for
private businesses, she returned to public
service with the San Mateo County OES and
from there was deployed to the 1994
Northridge earthquake in Southern California
as part of the state’s mutual aid program. She
joined Sonoma County OES in 1995 and
quickly became an integral part of the county’s
response and recovery team.

Mr. Speaker, Sandy Covall-Alves has had a
long and distinguished career in serving and
protecting the people of the State of California.
We wish her well in her retirement as she en-
joys time with her husband, Ron Alves, and
their three special pets, Beelsey, Mowese and
Wilson.

————
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to congratulate Arianna McQuillen, of Fair-
fax Station, on her selection as a Buick and
General Motors Foundation Scholarship Re-
cipient. She has been identified as one of 100
outstanding students from across the United
States to receive up to $25,000 in a renew-
able scholarship. She plans to attend Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology and specialize
in robotics.

Arianna is very involved in our community,
working on projects such as cleaning the
Occoquan watershed, planting trees, preparing
care packages for soldiers abroad and tutoring
young students.

Her academic record is proof that she is a
high-achieving student. She studied at Lake
Braddock Secondary School, where her inter-
ests varied from math and science to art and
the environment. She has won many awards
in areas ranging from debate to art. She is a
National Merit Scholar, a 2010 Beat the Odds
Scholarship Recipient, an Advanced Place-
ment Scholar, and a National Achievement
Semi-Finalist.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Arianna McQuillen’s remarkable
achievements and wishing her continued suc-
cess as she pursues her degree at MIT.
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