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So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
694 | was inadvertently detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye”.

Stated against:

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
on rollcall Nos. 693 and 694, had | been
present, | would have voted “no.”

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BASS of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker,
on rollcall votes 693 and 694, my votes were
not recorded. Had | been recorded, | would
have voted in the affirmative on both ordering
the previous question and adoption of the rule
providing for consideration of H.R. 2218, to
amend the charter school program under the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act; and
for consideration of H.R. 1892, to authorize
appropriations for FY 2012 for intelligence ac-
tivities of the U.S. Government, the Commu-
nity Management Account, and the CIA Retire-
ment System.

————

EMPOWERING PARENTS THROUGH
QUALITY CHARTER SCHOOLS ACT

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2218.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 392 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2218.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole

September 8, 2011

House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2218) to
amend the charter school program
under the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, with Mr.
WOMACK in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
KLINE) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today in support of H.R. 2218, and I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

The Empowering Parents through
Quality Charter Schools Act is a key
component of our efforts to reform the
Nation’s education system and ensure
more students have access to a quality
learning experience. I join my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle who
have been strong proponents of charter
schools for the breadth of opportunities
they offer students and parents.

These innovative institutions em-
power parents to play a more active
role in their child’s education and offer
students the priceless opportunity to
escape underperforming schools. They
also open doors for educators to experi-
ment with the fresh teaching methods
uniquely geared to meeting the needs
of their individual students.

The stories of charter school success
are impressive. Students who pre-
viously had little hope have been in-
spired by excellent teachers to reach
new heights. The tales of
groundbreaking programs and initia-
tives at local charter schools have mo-
tivated surrounding public schools to
improve. Parents have witnessed chil-
dren of all backgrounds transition from
struggling to excelling as a result of
their charter school education.

Unfortunately, there are not enough
charter schools to meet demand and
hundreds of thousands of students re-
main on wait lists each year.
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The legislation we consider today
takes important steps to encourage
and support the establishment of more
high-quality charter schools in commu-
nities across the United States.

The bipartisan Empowering Parents
through Quality Charter Schools Act
will consolidate funding under the Fed-
eral Charter School Program into the
existing State grant program. This will
allow State educational agencies,
State charter school boards, and gov-
ernors the freedom to award subgrants
to support new charter schools as well
as replicate or expand high-quality
charter schools.

To ensure States are facilitating the
growth and expansion of charter
schools, this act will give funding pri-
ority to those that lift arbitrary caps
on the number of charter schools per-
mitted in the State. The legislation
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