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Bryan Nichols, Chief Warrant Officer, 

United States Army National Guard, 
Kansas. 

Spencer Duncan, Specialist, United 
States Army Reserve, Kansas. 

Nicholas Null, Chief Petty Officer, 
United States Navy SEAL, West Vir-
ginia. 

Thomas Ratzlaff, Senior Chief Petty 
Officer, United States Navy SEAL, Ar-
kansas. 

Brian Bill, Chief Petty Officer, 
United States Navy SEAL, Con-
necticut. 

And John Douangdara, Petty Officer 
1st Class, United States Navy SEAL, 
Nebraska. 

Mr. Speaker, these are the men who 
gave their lives so that others could 
live. And while we mourn the lives 
they gave for the rest of us, we should 
thank the good Lord that such men as 
these lived—the Americans, the Amer-
ican breed, the rare breed, the finest we 
have. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

REBUILDING AND RENEWING 
AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
there has been much talk about jobs 
and economic recovery—sadly, more 
talk than action. 

Today’s consideration of extending 
the Surface Transportation Act and 
the FAA Authorization, both of which 
have expired, is a positive develop-
ment. It puts a little more certainty 
for our partners in the State and local 
government. It avoids disastrous rev-
enue losses. It’s a positive signal of co-
operation, with Chairs MICA and BOXER 
working with Majority Leader REID 
and Speaker BOEHNER. And it leaves 
important policies intact. 

The 1991 ISTEA framework has prov-
en effective in meeting transportation 
needs and providing economic activity. 
But now let’s concentrate on what we 
do need. 

We need more money, not less. Cer-
tainly we must reject the 30 percent 
transportation cut that is called for in 
the Republican budget, or a 34 percent 
reduction that’s called for in the 
Transportation appropriations bill that 
is being considered. We need longer- 
term legislation, not shorter. Three 
months for aviation, 6 months for 
transportation is better than what 
we’ve been putting up with, but cer-
tainly not what our partners deserve. 

Finally, we need more partnerships 
with our regional engines of growth at 
the local level, not a pullback by the 
Federal Government. We need a full re-
authorization, one that is right sized 
for America’s needs. We need to be 
more ambitious in terms of what we 
spend. Remember all the expert bipar-
tisan commissions that called for much 
greater levels of investment 5 years 
ago. The need has not declined at all. 
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We can and we should combine these 
efforts with deficit reduction and eco-
nomic recovery. This is what happened 
with Ronald Reagan in 1982, with Bill 
Clinton in 1993, what was called for by 
Simpson and Bowles, the cochairs of 
President Obama’s deficit reduction 
commission. 

Make no mistake. Unmet infrastruc-
ture needs threaten the health and 
safety of our communities, our envi-
ronment, and our global competitive-
ness. Congress will find a tremendous 
coalition supporting bold action from 
the business community, organized 
labor, contractors, environmentalists, 
engineers, architects, local govern-
ment. The list is extensive, broad, and 
the commitment is deep. Many com-
munities and some States have already 
stepped up on their own. 

It’s now time for the Federal Govern-
ment to be a better partner, reclaiming 
the legacy of Abraham Lincoln, Teddy 
Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt, and Ei-
senhower, back when infrastructure in-
vestment was not partisan or particu-
larly controversial, but a national vi-
sion that brought us together. 

We can begin by passing this legisla-
tion later this afternoon. We need to 
move to a larger and a longer term 
agenda as we rebuild and renew Amer-
ica, jump-start the economy, and make 
our families safer, healthier, and more 
economically secure. 
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AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, like all my 
colleagues, I was home during the Au-
gust break, accepting opportunities to 
speak at civic clubs, at town forums, 
and I did speak to a couple of military 
retiree groups. 

Every time that I would make the 
statement that it is time to bring our 
troops home from Afghanistan—Mr. 
Speaker, I’m not an excellent speaker, 
I’m not even a good speaker, but I got 
applause, strong applause, from every 
one of those groups that I just named. 
They agree with me and many of my 
colleagues, one being on the floor 
today, JIM MCGOVERN from Massachu-
setts, that it’s time to bring an end to 
our involvement in Afghanistan. 

The amount of loss of lives is just as-
tounding. And I have beside me a post-
er that depicts the pain of war. This 
lady and her little girl are accepting a 
folded flag off the coffin of her husband 
and the little girl’s daddy. And the lit-
tle girl is looking up like ‘‘I don’t know 
what’s happening.’’ The wife is crying. 

How many more families have to cry? 
How many children have to say, ‘‘I 
don’t know my daddy; I didn’t know 
my daddy because I was so young when 
he died’’? 

The President is asking for a jobs 
program. I think he’s doing the right 

thing. Yet we’re spending $10 billion a 
month in Afghanistan to prop up a cor-
rupt leader. It makes no sense. It 
doesn’t make any sense to the Amer-
ican people, and it makes no sense to 
many of us in the House, both Repub-
lican and Democrat. 

I understand from the newspapers 
that there’s a conversation now going 
on between the United States and Af-
ghanistan which would provide so- 
called ‘‘strategic partnership agree-
ment’’ between the two, America and 
Afghanistan, and this means that we 
could keep approximately 35,000 to 
40,000 troops past 2014, 2015. This does 
not make any sense. I hope that this is 
not true, but I’m afraid that it is true. 

And something else that bothers me 
about this conversation is that it will 
not be called a treaty because, if it’s 
called a treaty, it has to come to Con-
gress and be approved by Congress. 
This, again, takes away the voice of 
the American people, especially on this 
issue of Afghanistan, when the Amer-
ican people, in large numbers in all the 
latest polls, are saying get out, get out, 
get out. 

History has proven that Afghanistan 
will never be anything more than what 
it is today. Great nations have tried in 
the past to try to create a national 
government in Afghanistan, and it 
never happened. Here we are going to 
spend $10 billion a month, $120 billion a 
year, to rebuild Afghanistan, and we 
don’t even have the money to rebuild 
America. 

I hope that the Congress will join 
those of us, again, Mr. MCGOVERN and 
myself and many others I could name 
in the House, that want to bring our 
troops home. 

It brings me back to an article writ-
ten by Andrew Bacevich. He was a 
Vietnam veteran himself. His son was 
killed in Iraq. And he wrote an article 
in the American Conservative about 2 
years ago called ‘‘To Die for a Mys-
tique,’’ talking about Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that we will con-
tinue to bring forward on the floor of 
the House the issue of Afghanistan. It’s 
not right to those families. It’s not 
right to our military. Many of them 
have had five, six, seven deployments. 
They’re tired. They’re worn out. 
They’ve done their job. Bin Laden is 
dead. Al Qaeda has been moved out of 
Afghanistan. It is time to bring them 
home and rebuild America and help our 
veterans find jobs. I want to thank the 
President for mentioning that yester-
day. We’ve got to help our veterans 
find jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, I’m going to close now 
as I always do because it comes from 
my heart. I’ve signed over 10,374 letters 
since we went into Iraq. That was a 
mistake on my part to give President 
Bush the authority to go into a war 
that never had to be fought. 

So I ask God to please bless our men 
and women in uniform. I ask God to 
please bless the families of our men 
and women in uniform. I ask God, in 
His loving arms, to hold the families 
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