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and prescription drugs from a friend or
relative or from the family medicine
cabinet. As a result, groups and organi-
zations like the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, the Office of National
Drug Control Policy, the Community
Anti-Drug Coalitions of America, the
Consumer Healthcare Products Asso-
ciation, and the Partnership for a
Drug-Free America have been reaching
out to communities throughout the
Nation to raise awareness of this grow-
ing drug abuse trend and encourage
communities to tackle the problem
head on. Many community antidrug
coalitions, including those in Iowa,
public health officials, and law enforce-
ment officials have been holding town-
halls, organizing community ‘‘clean
out your medicine cabinet’ events, and
holding many other events to raise
awareness of this growing abuse in an
effort to reverse this trend.

We can stop the growing trend of
medicine abuse in its tracks, but it will
require all sectors of the community to
join together to make it happen. The
National Medicine Abuse Awareness
Month resolution promotes the mes-
sage that over-the-counter and pre-
scription medicines must be taken as
directed, and when used recreationally
or in large doses they can have serious
and deadly consequences. This resolu-
tion will help remind parents that ac-
cess to drugs that are abused doesn’t
just happen in alleys and on the
streets, but can often occur right in
the home. I urge all my colleagues to
join me in supporting this resolution.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 262—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
ON SEPTEMBER 12, 2011, AND
ENDING ON SEPTEMBER 16, 2011,
AS “NATIONAL HEALTH INFOR-
MATION TECHNOLOGY WEEK’ TO
RECOGNIZE THE VALUE OF
HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY IN IMPROVING HEALTH
QUALITY

Ms. STABENOW (for herself and Ms.
SNOWE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 262

Whereas healthcare information tech-
nology and management systems have been
recognized as essential tools for improving
patient care, ensuring patient safety, stop-
ping duplicative tests and paperwork, and re-
ducing health care costs;

Whereas the Center for Information Tech-
nology Leadership has estimated that the
implementation of national standards for
interoperability and the exchange of health
information would save the United States
approximately $77,000,000,000 in expenses re-
lating to healthcare each year;

Whereas Congress has made a commitment
to leveraging the benefits of healthcare in-
formation technology and management sys-
tems, including supporting the adoption of
electronic health records that will help to re-
duce costs and improve quality while ensur-
ing the privacy of patients;

Whereas Congress has emphasized improv-
ing the quality and safety of delivery of
healthcare in the United States; and
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Whereas since 2006, organizations across
the United States have united to support Na-
tional Health Information Technology Week
to improve public awareness of the benefits
of improved quality and cost efficiency of
the healthcare system that the implementa-
tion of health information technology could
achieve: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning on Sep-
tember 12, 2011, and ending on September 16,
2011, as ‘‘National Health Information Tech-
nology Week’’;

(2) recognizes the value of information
technology and management systems in
transforming healthcare for the people of the
United States; and

(3) calls on all interested parties to pro-
mote the use of information technology and
management systems to transform the
healthcare system of the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 263—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 11, 2011, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL DIRECT SUPPORT PRO-
FESSIONALS RECOGNITION
WEEK”’

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska (for him-
self and Ms. COLLINS) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 263

Whereas direct support professionals, di-
rect care workers, personal assistants, per-
sonal attendants, in-home support workers,
and paraprofessionals (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘direct support professionals’) are
the primary providers of publicly-funded
long term supports and services for millions
of individuals;

Whereas a direct support professional must
build a close, trusted relationship with an in-
dividual with disabilities;

Whereas a direct support professional as-
sists an individual with disabilities with the
most intimate needs, on a daily basis;

Whereas direct support professionals pro-
vide a broad range of support, including
preparation of meals, helping with medica-
tions, bathing, dressing, mobility, transpor-
tation to school, work, religious, and rec-
reational activities, and general daily af-
fairs;

Whereas a direct support professional pro-
vides essential support to help keep an indi-
vidual with disabilities connected to such in-
dividual’s family and community;

Whereas direct support professionals en-
able individuals with disabilities to live
meaningful, productive lives;

Whereas direct support professionals are
the key to allowing an individual with dis-
abilities to live successfully in such individ-
ual’s community, and to avoid more costly
institutional care;

Whereas the majority of direct support
professionals are female, and many are the
sole breadwinners of their families;

Whereas direct support professionals work
and pay taxes, but many such professionals
remain impoverished and are eligible for the
same Federal and State public assistance
programs on which the individuals with dis-
abilities served by such direct support pro-
fessionals must depend;

Whereas Federal and State policies, as well
as the Supreme Court, in Olmstead v. L.C.,
527 U.S. 581 (1999), assert the right of an indi-
vidual to live in the home and community of
the individual;

Whereas, in 2011, the majority of direct
support professionals are employed in home
and community-based settings and this trend
is projected to increase over the decade;
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Whereas there is a documented critical and
growing shortage of direct support profes-
sionals in every community throughout the
United States; and

Whereas many direct support professionals
are forced to leave jobs due to inadequate
wages and benefits, creating high turnover
and vacancy rates that research dem-
onstrates adversely affects the quality of
supports to individuals with disabilities:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning Sep-
tember 11, 2011, as ‘‘National Direct Support
Professionals Recognition Week™’;

(2) recognizes the dedication and vital role
of direct support professionals in enhancing
the lives of individuals with disabilities of
all ages;

(3) appreciates the contribution of direct
support professionals in supporting the needs
that reach beyond the capacities of millions
of families in the United States;

(4) commends direct support professionals
as integral in supporting the long-term sup-
port and services system of the United
States; and

(5) finds that the successful implementa-
tion of the public policies of the United
States depends on the dedication of direct
support professionals.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 264—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 12, 2011, AS
“NATIONAL DAY OF ENCOURAGE-
MENT”’

Mr. PRYOR (for himself and Mr.
B00ZMAN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 264

Whereas negative images, stories, and in-
fluences in the day-to-day lives of the people
of the United States can detrimentally affect
their emotional well-being, interactions with
others, and general demeanor;

Whereas a group of teenagers participating
in a leadership forum at Harding University
in Searcy, Arkansas, identified a lack of en-
couragement as one of the greatest problems
facing young people today;

Whereas the youth of the United States
need guidance, inspiration, and reassurance
to counteract this negativity and to develop
the qualities of character essential for future
leadership in the United States;

Whereas a National Day of Encouragement
would serve as a reminder to counterbalance
and overcome negative influences, and would
also provide much-needed encouragement
and support to others;

Whereas, following the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, thousands of people made
sacrifices in order to bring help and healing
to the victims and their families, inspiring
and encouraging the people of the United
States; and

Whereas the renewed feelings of unity,
hope, selflessness, and encouragement that
began on September 12, 2001, are the same
feelings that the National Day of Encourage-
ment is meant to recapture and spread: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 12, 2011, as ‘“Na-
tional Day of Encouragement’’;

(2) acknowledges the importance of encour-
agement and positive influences in the lives
of all people; and

(3) urges the people of the United States to
encourage others, whether through an act of
service, a thoughtful letter, or words of kind-
ness and inspiration, and by that encourage-
ment to boost the morale of all people of the
United States.
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