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but I don’t believe they got my tag 
back on that page. The title of the lit-
tle section is Federal and State Immu-
nity, but then you read the section, it 
has nothing to do with Federal immu-
nity. Under the law, the Federal Gov-
ernment and the State government are 
immune from being sued, but in that 
provision it actually says that, gee, if a 
State accepts any money at all from 
the Federal Government, any money at 
all, then they have effectively waived 
their sovereign immunity and are 
therefore subject to suit. 

I just found it. It’s page 133: 
‘‘A State’s receipt or use of Federal 

financial assistance for any program or 
activity of a State shall constitute a 
waiver of sovereign immunity, under 
the 11th Amendment to the Constitu-
tion or otherwise, to a suit brought by 
an employee or applicant for employ-
ment of that program or activity.’’ It 
goes on. 

So at a time when States say we 
can’t afford any more unfunded man-
dates, the President proposes a bill to 
let them get sued a bunch more by peo-
ple who are unemployed. That’s just 
got to be great news. 

And we’re seeing the hearings go on 
about Solyndra. This administration, 
it appears from the evidence, we’ll get 
the final verdict later, but they rushed 
in to give them $500 million of stimulus 
money so crony capitalism could occur 
and certain people could engorge them-
selves, and all at the taxpayers’ ex-
pense, and it turns out that probably 
future generations will be paying for 
that. 

If you like the way that was handled, 
you’ve got to be reassured, because in 
this bill there are a number of ref-
erences that green programs, like 
Solyndra, will have priority, and we’ll 
rush a lot more money out there. 

There are a lot of things we could 
agree on in that bill that the President 
never had anybody willing to file. 
There was a provision for a payroll tax 
holiday. Well, you would figure I’d sup-
port that. I’m the guy who proposed it 
3 years ago and personally explained it 
to the President and Larry Summers in 
January of 2009. But it sure would’ve 
been better if we did it before this ad-
ministration squandered $4.5 trillion 
more than we brought in. We could’ve 
given everybody in the United States 
who pays income tax a tax holiday for 
3 years, and it would’ve only run up 
$3.6 trillion. We would have saved $900 
billion. If you don’t think that people 
having all of their own income tax 
from 3 years would’ve stimulated this 
economy, then you need to embrace 
this President’s bill because you’ll love 
it. 

Nonetheless, there are things that we 
could agree on. Both Houses, both par-
ties, I think, agree that we were will-
ing to sell some more broadband spec-
trum. That’s there in the bill, but then 
he uses that as a platform to create an-
other bureaucracy, a Big Brother com-
ing into your computer, because it’s 
the Public Safety Broadband Corpora-

tion that’s created and will just really 
make sure that Big Brother govern-
ment intrudes in your life. 

When you boil it all down, we have a 
moral problem in America. The Found-
ers continually pointed to God and said 
that’s where we need to have our focus. 
As Ben Franklin said, without His con-
curring aid, we will succeed in our po-
litical building no better than the 
builders of Babel. We’ll be confounded 
by our local partial interests, and we, 
ourselves, shall become a byword down 
through the ages. 

So whether anybody believes in God 
or not, as the Founders did, over a 
third of the Declaration of Independ-
ence signers were not just Christians, 
they were ordained ministers, to take 
one’s eyes off of self and put them on 
something higher and greater avoids 
the kind of engorgement, the self-satis-
faction, the self-emphasis that we’ve 
gotten into. That’s the reason you run 
up trillions of dollars of debt without 
any regard for the children, the grand-
children, and the generations to come. 

I have to make this personal note ref-
erence. It breaks my heart to see that 
in college football. Nobody loves col-
lege football more than I do. I attended 
Texas A&M, and I know a lot of people 
are excited about Texas A&M perhaps 
going to the Southeastern Conference 
for money. All about money. The tradi-
tions of Texas A&M make it unique 
and I think the greatest public institu-
tion of higher education in the coun-
try. I’m very proud of it, but it’s the 
traditions. And now we see that over a 
hundred years of tradition, going back 
to 1876, are ready to be thrown away 
for money. Just money. Greed money. 
Forget tradition that makes your in-
stitution great. Forget it all. Forget 
the State rivalries. Forget it all. We’re 
talking about cash. 

Isn’t that what got us in trouble in 
this country in the first place, when we 
put cash, greed for ourselves above the 
interests of the country or the institu-
tions we represent? 

To close with this example, my sen-
ior year in the Corps Cadets, I was the 
second level below the Corps com-
mander. I was one level right below the 
commander. There were four of us at 
that level, major unit commanders. 
There was a Corps commander. He 
didn’t get along very well. He didn’t 
play very well with others. And the 
first meeting we had, all of the senior 
leaders in the Corps Cadets, he had his 
staff put together tables end to end. He 
got up there with a corncob pipe like 
MacArthur, walked up and down and 
condescended and cajoled all his class-
mates like they were 2-year-olds. 

b 1530 

I approached him after the meeting 
and I said, Man, these guys have seen 
you naked. We’re all classmates. We’re 
all friends. You need to try to work to-
gether. Don’t just condemn everybody. 
And I think if we could get to that 
level in here—not that we run around 
naked together—but just where we can 

work together as friends, disagreeing 
on issues. 

But unless one person has a 100 per-
cent lock on God’s truth 100 percent of 
the time, we should listen to each 
other, not condemn each other; and we 
can get these things worked out, put 
greed aside and help this country last 
200 more years. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

REPORT REGARDING ICELAND’S 
COMMERCIAL WHALING ACTIVI-
TIES—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 112–54) 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
On July 19, 2011, Secretary of Com-

merce Gary Locke certified under sec-
tion 8 of the Fisherman’s Protective 
Act of 1967, as amended (the ‘‘Pelly 
Amendment’’) (22 U.S.C. 1978), that na-
tionals of Iceland are conducting whal-
ing activities that diminish the effec-
tiveness of the International Whaling 
Commission (IWC) conservation pro-
gram. This message constitutes my re-
port to the Congress consistent with 
subsection (b) of the Pelly Amendment. 

In 1982, the IWC set catch limits for 
all commercial whaling at zero. This 
decision, known as the commercial 
whaling moratorium, is in effect today. 
Iceland abided by the moratorium until 
1992, when it withdrew from the IWC. 
In 2002, Iceland rejoined the IWC with a 
reservation to the moratorium on com-
mercial whaling. In 2003, Iceland began 
a lethal scientific research whaling 
program. In 2004, Secretary of Com-
merce Donald L. Evans certified Ice-
land under the Pelly Amendment for 
lethal scientific research whaling. 
When Iceland resumed commercial 
whaling in 2006, Secretary Carlos M. 
Gutierrez retained Iceland’s certifi-
cation, which remains in effect today. 

Iceland’s commercial harvest of fin 
whales escalated dramatically over the 
past few years. In addition, Iceland re-
cently resumed exporting whale prod-
ucts. Of particular concern to the 
United States, Iceland harvested 125 
endangered fin whales in 2009 and 148 in 
2010, a significant increase from the 
total of 7 fin whales it commercially 
harvested between 1987 and 2007. 

Iceland’s sole fin whaling company, 
Hvalur hf, suspended its fin whaling 
due to the earthquake and tsunami in 
Japan, where it exports its whale meat. 
Despite this suspension, Iceland con-
tinues to permit whaling and has a 
government issued fin whale quota in 
effect for the 2011 season that con-
tinues to exceed catch levels that the 
IWC’s scientific body advised would be 
sustainable if the moratorium was re-
moved. This continues to present a 
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threat to the conservation of fin 
whales. Further, Icelandic nationals 
continue to hunt minke whales com-
mercially and Iceland’s exports of 
whale meat to Japan reportedly in-
creased significantly in both March 
and April 2011. 

Iceland’s actions threaten the con-
servation status of an endangered spe-
cies and undermine multilateral efforts 
to ensure greater worldwide protection 
for whales. Iceland’s increased com-
mercial whaling and recent trade in 
whale products diminish the effective-
ness of the IWC’s conservation program 
because: (1) Iceland’s commercial har-
vest of whales undermines the morato-
rium on commercial whaling put in 
place by the IWC to protect plum-
meting whale stocks; (2) the fin whale 
harvest greatly exceeds catch levels 
that the IWC’s scientific body advised 
would be sustainable if the moratorium 
were removed; and (3) Iceland’s har-
vests are not likely to be brought 
under IWC management and control at 
sustainable levels through multilateral 
efforts at the IWC. 

In his letter of July 19, 2011, Sec-
retary Locke expressed his concern for 
these actions, and I share these con-
cerns. To ensure that this issue con-
tinues to receive the highest level of 
attention, I direct: (1) relevant U.S. 
delegations attending meetings with 
Icelandic officials and senior Adminis-
tration officials visiting Iceland to 
raise U.S. concerns regarding commer-
cial whaling by Icelandic companies 
and seek ways to halt such action; (2) 
Cabinet secretaries to evaluate the ap-
propriateness of visits to Iceland de-
pending on continuation of the current 
suspension of fin whaling; (3) the De-
partment of State to examine Arctic 
cooperation projects, and where appro-
priate, link U.S. cooperation to the Ice-
landic government changing its whal-
ing policy and abiding by the IWC mor-
atorium on commercial whaling; (4) 
the Departments of Commerce and 
State to consult with other inter-
national actors on efforts to end Ice-
landic commercial whaling and have 
Iceland abide by the IWC moratorium 
on commercial whaling; (5) the Depart-
ment of State to inform the Govern-
ment of Iceland that the United States 
will continue to monitor the activities 
of Icelandic companies that engage in 
commercial whaling; and (6) relevant 
U.S. agencies to continue to examine 
other options for responding to contin-
ued whaling by Iceland. 

I concur with the Secretary of Com-
merce’s recommendation to pursue the 
use of non-trade measures and that the 
actions outlined above are the appro-
priate course of action to address this 
issue. Accordingly, I am not directing 
the Secretary of the Treasury to im-
pose trade measures on Icelandic prod-
ucts for the whaling activities that led 
to the certification by the Secretary of 
Commerce. However, to ensure that 
this issue continues to receive the 
highest level of attention, I am direct-
ing the Departments of State and Com-

merce to continue to keep the situa-
tion under review and continue to urge 
Iceland to cease its commercial whal-
ing activities. Further, within 6 
months, or immediately upon the re-
sumption of fin whaling by Icelandic 
nationals, I have directed relevant de-
partments and agencies to report to me 
through the Departments of State and 
Commerce on their actions. I believe 
these actions hold the most promise of 
effecting a reduction in Iceland’s com-
mercial whaling activities. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 15, 2011. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. WEBSTER (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of at-
tending a memorial service for David 
Bitner. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 34 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, Sep-
tember 19, 2011, at noon. 

f 

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES 

The oath of office required by the 
sixth article of the Constitution of the 
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23 
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives, 
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C. 
3331: 

‘‘I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend 
the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; 
that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion; and that I will 
well and faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office on which I am 
about to enter. So help me God.’’ 

has been subscribed to in person and 
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 112th Congress, 
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C. 
25: 

MARK E. AMODEI, Nevada Second. 
ROBERT L. TURNER, New York Ninth. 

f 

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION 

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Members executed the oath for 
access to classified information: 

Gary L. Ackerman, Sandy Adams, Robert 
B. Aderholt, W. Todd Akin, Rodney Alex-

ander, Jason Altmire, Justin Amash, Mark 
E. Amodei, Robert E. Andrews, Steve Aus-
tria, Joe Baca, Michele Bachmann, Spencer 
Bachus, Tammy Baldwin, Lou Barletta, John 
Barrow, Roscoe G. Bartlett, Joe Barton, 
Charles F. Bass, Karen Bass, Xavier Becerra, 
Dan Benishek, Rick Berg, Shelley Berkley, 
Howard L. Berman, Judy Biggert, Brian P. 
Bilbray, Gus M. Bilirakis, Rob Bishop, San-
ford D. Bishop, Jr., Timothy H. Bishop, 
Diane Black, Marsha Blackburn, Earl Blu-
menauer, John A. Boehner, Jo Bonner, Mary 
Bono Mack, Madeleine Z. Bordallo, Dan 
Boren, Leonard L. Boswell, Charles W. Bou-
stany, Jr., Kevin Brady, Robert A. Brady, 
Bruce L. Braley, Mo Brooks, Paul C. Broun, 
Corrine Brown, Vern Buchanan, Larry 
Bucshon, Ann Marie Buerkle, Michael C. 
Burgess, Dan Burton, G. K. Butterfield, Ken 
Calvert, Dave Camp, John Campbell, Fran-
cisco ‘‘Quico’’ Canseco, Eric Cantor, Shelley 
Moore Capito, Lois Capps, Michael E. Capu-
ano, Dennis A. Cardoza, Russ Carnahan, 
John C. Carney, Jr., André Carson, John R. 
Carter, Bill Cassidy, Kathy Castor, Steve 
Chabot, Jason Chaffetz, Ben Chandler, Donna 
M. Christensen, Judy Chu, David N. Cicilline, 
Hansen Clarke, Yvette D. Clarke, Wm. Lacy 
Clay, Emanuel Cleaver, James E. Clyburn, 
Howard Coble, Mike Coffman, Steve Cohen, 
Tom Cole, K. Michael Conaway, Gerald E. 
‘‘Gerry’’ Connolly, John Conyers, Jr., Jim 
Cooper, Jim Costa, Jerry F. Costello, Joe 
Courtney, Chip Cravaack, Eric A. ‘‘Rick’’ 
Crawford, Ander Crenshaw, Mark S. Critz, 
Joseph Crowley, Henry Cuellar, John Abney 
Culberson, Elijah E. Cummings, Danny K. 
Davis, Geoff Davis, Susan A. Davis, Peter A. 
DeFazio, Diana DeGette, Rosa L. DeLauro, 
Jeff Denham, Charles W. Dent, Scott 
DesJarlais, Theodore E. Deutch, Mario Diaz- 
Balart, Norman D. Dicks, John D. Dingell, 
Lloyd Doggett, Robert J. Dold, Joe Don-
nelly, Michael F. Doyle, David Dreier, Sean 
P. Duffy, Jeff Duncan, John J. Duncan, Jr., 
Donna F. Edwards, Keith Ellison, Renee L. 
Ellmers, Jo Ann Emerson, Eliot L. Engel, 
Anna G. Eshoo, Eni F.H. Faleomavaega, 
Blake Farenthold, Sam Farr, Chaka Fattah, 
Bob Filner, Stephen Lee Fincher, Michael G. 
Fitzpatrick, Jeff Flake, Charles J. ‘‘Chuck’’ 
Fleischmann, John Fleming, Bill Flores, J. 
Randy Forbes, Jeff Fortenberry, Virginia 
Foxx, Barney Frank, Trent Franks, Rodney 
P. Frelinghuysen, Marcia L. Fudge, Elton 
Gallegly, John Garamendi, Cory Gardner, 
Scott Garrett, Jim Gerlach, Bob Gibbs, 
Christopher P. Gibson, Gabrielle Giffords, 
Phil Gingrey, Louie Gohmert, Charles A. 
Gonzalez, Bob Goodlatte, Paul A. Gosar, 
Trey Gowdy, Kay Granger, Sam Graves, Tom 
Graves, Al Green, Gene Green, Tim Griffin, 
H. Morgan Griffith, Raúl M. Grijalva, Mi-
chael G. Grimm, Frank C. Guinta, Brett 
Guthrie, Luis V. Gutierrez, Janice Hahn, 
Ralph M. Hall, Colleen W. Hanabusa, Richard 
L. Hanna, Jane Harman*, Gregg Harper, 
Andy Harris, Vicky Hartzler, Alcee L. Has-
tings, Doc Hastings, Nan A. S. Hayworth, Jo-
seph J. Heck, Martin Heinrich, Dean Heller*, 
Jeb Hensarling, Wally Herger, Jaime Herrera 
Beutler, Brian Higgins, James A. Himes, 
Maurice D. Hinchey, Rubén Hinojosa, Mazie 
K. Hirono, Kathleen C. Hochul, Tim Holden, 
Rush D. Holt, Michael M. Honda, Steny H. 
Hoyer, Tim Huelskamp, Bill Huizenga, 
Randy Hultgren, Duncan Hunter, Robert 
Hurt, Jay Inslee, Steve Israel, Darrell E. 
Issa, Jesse L. Jackson, Jr., Sheila Jackson 
Lee, Lynn Jenkins, Bill Johnson, Eddie Ber-
nice Johnson, Henry C. ‘‘Hank’’ Johnson, Jr., 
Sam Johnson, Timothy V. Johnson, Walter 
B. Jones, Jim Jordan, Marcy Kaptur, Wil-
liam R. Keating, Mike Kelly, Dale E. Kildee, 
Ron Kind, Peter T. King, Steve King, Jack 
Kingston, Adam Kinzinger, Larry Kissell, 
John Kline, Raúl R. Labrador, Doug Lam-
born, Leonard Lance, Jeffrey M. Landry, 
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