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decade’s wars as they and their families heal 
from wounds both seen and unseen. His at-
tention to our most critically wounded has 
been a testament to his willingness to ensure 
our wounded Service Members and their fami-
lies receive the best care and support the Na-
tion has to offer. I have no doubt his commit-
ment to these Americans, who have given so 
much, will indeed endure far beyond his days 
in uniform. 

The United States Navy, the Department of 
Defense and the Nation will dearly miss one of 
its most respected and valued leaders as Ad-
miral Mike Mullen leaves active duty and this 
Congressman and my wife Beverly will deeply 
miss his counsel on many important issues 
and most important his personal friendship. 
We will miss his humility, his selflessness, his 
candor and his integrity. When history looks 
back at this leader and his legacy it will be 
clear that his leadership produced the best 
military the world has ever known. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a pleasure to work 
closely with Admiral Mike Mullen over the last 
several years of his long and decorated ca-
reer. On behalf of a grateful Nation, I join my 
colleagues today in recognizing and com-
mending Admiral Mike Mullen for a lifetime of 
service to his country. For all he and his family 
have given and continue to give to our coun-
try; we are in their debt. We wish him, his wife 
Deborah, and his two sons, John and Michael, 
all the best in his retirement. 
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JUSTICE FOR IRANIAN PEOPLE 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, thousands of Ira-
nian-Americans from 41 states across America 
attended a rally outside the Department of 
State on August 26, 2011, calling on the Sec-
retary to remove the principal Iranian opposi-
tion movement, the Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK) 
from the list of Foreign Terrorist Organizations 
(FTO). 

Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, President-elect of the 
National Council of Resistance of Iran, which 
acts as Iran’s Parliament-in-exile, addressed 
the rally via satellite from Paris. Excerpts of 
her remarks follow: 

Honorable and brave Iranians, I salute 
your protest and gathering, which symbol-
izes an uprising for the freedom of the Ira-
nian people and in defense of the persecuted 
and besieged Ashraf; an uprising against a 
discredited label against the Iranian Resist-
ance. Today, your calls echo the calls for jus-
tice emanating from an enchained nation, 
which rejects the velayat-e faqih (absolute 
clerical rule) dictatorship. Ashraf is proud to 
have such admirable representatives and de-
fenders like you; And the Iranian people are 
proud to have stored in your being the most 
prized possession required for the attainment 
of freedom and democracy. 

Dear Compatriots, It has been more a year 
since the ruling of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
in Washington, which ordered the State De-
partment to review the terrorist listing of 
the People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran 
(PMOI/MEK). The Iranian people and the Ira-
nian Resistance have paid the price for this 
unjustified delay with the blood of their 

most courageous children. Political pris-
oners in Iran, like Ali Saremi, were hanged 
by Khamenei’s henchmen. And, the 36 heroes 
of freedom in Ashraf, who were martyred on 
the orders of the velayat-e faqih regime, 
were all part of this bloody price. The terror 
listing in the U.S. is openly used as a jus-
tification to legitimize such bloodletting, 
both by the cruel mullahs in Tehran as well 
as their proxy government in Iraq. There-
fore, the Iranian people are asking the 
United States, ‘‘Why are you not annulling 
the license to kill our children?’’ 

The decision of the appeals court in Wash-
ington stated that the State Department 
violated due process rights during the listing 
process. And, 20 judgments by European 
courts against the terrorism charge leave ab-
solutely no doubt that this label is com-
pletely discredited. Thousands of parliamen-
tarians and human rights advocates in the 
Arab world and in Europe, joined by a large 
number of members of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate, forming a great 
global voice in defense of the freedom-loving 
Iranian Resistance. This constitutes an ex-
ceptional consensus in the face of 14 years of 
injustices committed against the PMOI and 
the Iranian Resistance. Dozens of the most 
honorable former senior officials serving in 
the country’s administrations over the last 
two decades have taken a clear stance in the 
course of their multiple international con-
ferences in Washington, Brussels, Paris, Ber-
lin, London and Rome, leaving absolutely no 
credibility for this listing. Hail to their 
sense of justice and clear-sightedness 
through which the great historical symbols 
of America like Jefferson and Lincoln are 
resurrected. 

We have seen how the mullahs’ regime and 
the insignificant factions directed by Tehran 
utilize cruelty and insolence to attack and 
avenge these dignified personalities. But, 
these officials have shown extraordinary 
courage by placing their credibility and po-
litical reputation in support of this Resist-
ance. We recognize the United States in the 
image of these noble human beings and not 
those who have succumbed to religious fas-
cism. They represent an America that recog-
nizes democracy and human rights in Iran as 
the precondition for global peace and secu-
rity and guarantor of the American people’s 
genuine interests. This is the United States 
that is standing by the Iranian people. For 
the past 170 days, your courageous and resil-
ient friends have staged a sit-in across from 
the State Department. They echo the Ira-
nian nation’s call for the upholding of justice 
for the protection of Ashraf and removal of 
the PMOI from the terror list night and day, 
both under the summer heat and the winter 
chill. 

Letters from more than 800 religious lead-
ers and 2,000 priests across the U.S. in sup-
port of this Resistance. Thirteen hearing ses-
sions in the U.S. House and Senate to pursue 
the issue of protecting Ashraf and annulling 
the discredited terror label against the PMOI 
Passing of multiple resolutions in Congress, 
and especially the amendment passed by the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee last month 
about the imperative to prevent the dis-
placement of Ashraf residents inside Iraq 
And thousands of political, parliamentary, 
media and social initiatives, all of which 
have inspired the admiration of everyone. 
The evil forces that have laid a siege on your 
sisters and brothers in Camp Ashraf seek to 
destroy and annihilate Ashraf and its free-
dom-seeking residents. But, you have spread 
the flames of Ashraf in your society and 
hoisted its flag. Hold onto this flag more 
powerfully, because this is the banner of 
freedom and democracy in Iran. 

Clearly, the U.S. bears special responsi-
bility for ensuring the protection of these 
residents on the basis of its agreements with 
every single one of the residents in Camp 
Ashraf. We urge the U.S. to listen to Con-
gress and the resolution passed by the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, and abandon the 
idea of displacing Ashraf residents within 
Iraq. We call on the U.S. to support the Eu-
ropean solution instead of this dangerous 
idea which will have no results other than a 
humanitarian catastrophe. Similarly, we 
want the United Nations to rise up to its ir-
revocable obligations in ensuring the protec-
tion of Ashraf . . . 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE HOLI-
DAY ISLES ELKS LODGE 1912 IN 
MADEIRA BEACH, FLORIDA 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to take this opportunity to recognize an 
outstanding group of individuals that I have 
the privilege to represent in Madeira Beach, 
Florida, which has dedicated years of gen-
erous care and hospitality for our Nation’s vet-
erans. Over the years, in cooperation with the 
Bay Pines Veterans Hospital, the Holiday Isles 
Elks Lodge 1912 has proved that their com-
mitment to our troops is unwavering. 

Every day, members of Lodge 1912 can be 
found at the local Bay Pines Veterans Hospital 
demonstrating their commitment to those who 
have already sacrificed so much. For example, 
member Betty Ryan takes the initiative on a 
regular basis to find out what exactly it is our 
hospitalized veterans need. And within the 
lodge, Betty has set up a box for donations 
which she routinely presents to veterans at 
Bay Pines. 

The Elks community also offers and sup-
ports many individual programs designed to 
help and enhance the lives of our veterans. 
One of these supported programs is the 
Wounded Warrior Project which, in 2009, the 
Elks National Veterans Service Commission 
made available $50,000 to launch the Elks/ 
Wounded Warrior Project. Just as the Wound-
ed Warrior Project assists injured veterans of 
the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Elks 
offers a program known as the Army of Hope 
which assists the families of those who have 
been called to duty during these very difficult 
times of conflict. 

These constituents of mine provide an out-
standing service to our veterans; however, this 
commitment does not end with Lodge 1912. 
There are 2000 lodges nationwide and you will 
find their members hard at work in each of the 
172 VA Medical centers around the country 
living up to their pledge: ‘‘So long as there are 
veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks will never forget them.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Holiday Isles Elks Lodge 1912 
not only shines in their display of compassion 
and patriotism, but also reminds us of the 
characteristics of great people that make up a 
great nation. Thank you to all the members for 
their excellent service in the past and for your 
continued assistance to the community and 
our veterans in the future. 
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HONORING THE SELFRELIANCE 

UKRAINIAN AMERICAN FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION ON ITS 60TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Selfreliance Ukrainian American 
Federal Credit Union (SUAFCU) which will cel-
ebrate 60 years of service on September 21, 
2011. This organization has helped countless 
Ukrainian families and businesses in my dis-
trict and across Illinois live the American 
dream. 

SUAFCU was founded in 1951 as a finan-
cial cooperative whose mission was to benefit 
local members of the Ukrainian American 
community. Open to anyone of Ukrainian de-
scent or members of other Ukrainian organiza-
tions, SUAFCU stays very focused on its origi-
nal mission. The democratic tenets to which 
the Union strictly adheres make it a unique in-
stitution that provides an example of what 
hard working communities can achieve. 

During its first 15 years, SUAFCU was in-
credibly active, providing its members with 
over $4,156,000 in loans. Thanks to the re-
sponsible lending practices of this community, 
many Ukrainian doctors, dentists, and veteri-
narians were able to found successful prac-
tices. Dozens of other businesses opened 
thanks to SUAFCU, but just as important, 
1200 families were able to purchase homes in 
the Chicago area. This community came to-
gether to exemplify the American dream 
through smart practices and a closely-knit 
community. 

Around these businesses, the ‘‘Ukrainian 
Village’’ prospered into a network of inter-
connected community organizations including 
cultural and social clubs, and churches. 
SUAFCU works closely with churches and oth-
ers to ensure the assimilation process is less 
difficult for Ukrainian immigrants—a population 
that brings diversity and new ideas to the 
area. SUAFCU continues to prosper and help 
families and businesses under current Presi-
dent and CEO Bohdan Watral and Chairman 
of the Board of Directors Michael Kos, two 
strong advocates for Ukrainian Americans. 

Please join me in honoring the Selfreliance 
Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union, a 
group that has brought immeasurable benefit 
to Illinois by helping Ukrainians thrive and con-
tribute to the community. I know SUAFCU will 
continue to help individuals realize their 
dreams and I wish them prosperity over their 
next 60 years. 
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HONORING JULIO ALVARADO 

HON. JANICE HAHN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Julio Alvarado, who 
passed away on September 13, 2011, just 
four days short of his 85th birthday. 

Born in Puerto Rico in 1926, Julio Alvarado 
arrived in San Pedro in 1949 where he made 
his home and became a beloved member of 

the community. While in San Pedro, Julio 
worked on the docks at the Ports of Los Ange-
les and Long Beach as member of ILWU 
Local 13. 

Julio Alvarado was an immensely caring 
person with a large, generous heart and was 
always ready to help anyone in need. He will 
be missed dearly by all who knew him. His 
children and grandchildren will especially miss 
his baking and his homemade bread. 

I have had the pleasure of knowing Julio’s 
daughter, Daisy Ybarra, for almost 20 years. 
For nearly two years while I served on the Los 
Angeles City Council, Daisy was my Commu-
nity Advocate in Watts, but Daisy had been 
following in her father’s footsteps and serving 
her community long before then by teaching 
kids to say no to gangs through GAP, the 
Gang Alternatives Program. Lives were saved 
because of the work that she did and I know 
that her father was very proud of her. 

Julio Alvarado was preceded in death by his 
loving wife Ana. 

I extend my deepest condolences to his 
sons, Julio, Jr., and Robert; daughters Angela, 
Daisy, Miriam, and Maria Luisa; his brother 
and sister Victor Gotay and Carmen Martinez, 
both of Puerto Rico; and to his three grand-
children, three great-granddaughters as well 
as several nieces and nephews. Though Julio 
is no longer with us, his legacy lives on in the 
lives of the loved ones he has left behind and 
in the community he made his home. 

f 

CONGRATULATING OUR FRIEND 
AND ALLY, TAIWAN 

HON. JOE BARTON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on Oc-
tober 10, 2011 we celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the emergence of the Chinese peo-
ple from the dynastic rule that has permeated 
their history. 

Rising against the Qing rulers, Chinese 
Doctor Sun Yat-sen rose to free his people 
from totalitarian rule which in turn provided 
them the opportunity to produce the model 
Democracy that is Taiwan. 

Taiwan today is one of the leading democ-
racies of the world, an economic power and a 
leading force for peace in the Pacific. 

Taiwan’s present leader, Ma Ying-jeou is to 
be congratulated for his efforts and success in 
providing a climate for Peace and continuing 
the best traditions of the Chinese people. 

Congratuations to the people of Taiwan on 
the occasion of their 100th anniversary. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DUWAMISH 
TRIBAL RECOGNITION ACT 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Duwamish Tribal Recognition 
Act, legislation to grant federal recognition to 
the Duwamish Tribe of the Seattle, Wash-
ington area. 

The Duwamish people were the first indige-
nous people of the Greater Seattle area and 

lived in the area for more than a thousand 
years before the first European-Americans ar-
rived in 1851. In 1855, the Duwamish Tribe, 
represented by Chief Si’ahl (Seattle), signed 
the Treaty of Point Elliott, which guaranteed 
fishing rights and federal recognition to all 
Tribes represented by the Native signers. 
However, despite ratification by the U.S. Con-
gress in 1859, the promises made by the 
United States in the treaty were never fulfilled. 

Since then, it has been a struggle spanning 
more than 150 years for the Duwamish people 
to attain the recognition that was promised to 
them in the Treaty of Point Elliott. Most re-
cently, in the waning hours of the Clinton Ad-
ministration, the Tribe was granted federal rec-
ognition by the Department of Interior’s Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs. However, the Bush Ad-
ministration reversed this decision, questioning 
the administrative procedures utilized by the 
Clinton Administration. 

Mr. Speaker, for far too long the Duwamish 
people have waited for federal recognition, 
which will provide those enrolled in the Tribe 
access to federal finances for tribal govern-
ment, as well as cultural, education, health 
care, and housing programs. Now is the time 
to recognize the Duwamish people. I encour-
age my colleagues to support this legislation. 

f 

HONORING NATIONAL TRUCK 
DRIVER APPRECIATION WEEK 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of National Truck Driver Appreciation 
Week. I want to commend America’s 3.2 mil-
lion professional truck drivers who serve our 
nation by expediting commerce and goods es-
sential to our homes and businesses. 

One out of every fifteen people across the 
country are employed in the trucking industry, 
making it one of the nation’s largest employ-
ers. The trucking industry is responsible for 
nearly 68 percent of the total U.S. freight ton-
nage and over 80 percent of communities rely 
solely on it for their goods and commodities. 
This industry is fundamental to our economy. 

America’s truck drivers are dedicated to 
keeping our highways safe. They follow strin-
gent safety regulations, attend frequent train-
ing programs and educate the motoring public 
to help keep our highways and interstates 
safe. 

While regulation of transportation commerce 
and safety is necessary, we need to be careful 
we do not over-regulate and harm such a vital 
industry. We need to allow these dedicated 
and hard working professionals to perform 
their jobs with the support of our government 
and without unnecessary government inter-
ference. 

This week I join my colleagues in extending 
a warm thank you to them and to their families 
for the sacrifices they make each and every 
day for this country. 

Today, I honor these wonderful Americans 
for their dedication and service rendered to 
our nation’s economy and for delivering every-
day life’s essentials safely and securely. 
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