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change. It is now time to invest in de-
mocracy in Belarus. The existing win-
dow for the opposition might be tem-
porary. People in Belarus need our sup-
port, and we have to be with them 
until the end of this existing brutal re-
gime. 

f 

NEWS FOR THE PALESTINIAN 
LEADERSHIP 

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, as we 
speak now, in my hometown of New 
York, United Nations leaders from all 
over the world are coming in. The 
major issue is the Palestinian claim 
they’re going to go to the United Na-
tions to have a declared state of their 
own. 

I have news for the Palestinian lead-
ership. The only way they can have a 
state of their own is to sit down face- 
to-face with Israel in face-to-face nego-
tiations and hammer out an agree-
ment, an agreement which is the two- 
state solution, an Israeli Jewish state 
and a Palestinian Arab state. 

The Palestinians cannot try to im-
pose any kind of solution that doesn’t 
work. If two adversaries want to hash 
out a disagreement to come to an 
agreement, then they need face-to-face 
negotiation. This has happened in the 
past. Each time Israel has accepted it, 
and the Palestinians have said no. 

The United Nations should not dis-
credit itself even more and continue to 
be the usual kangaroo court against 
Israel. I’m glad that the United States 
and the President are standing up and 
saying that we will veto a resolution if 
it comes before the Security Council. 

f 

PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, what 
happens at the United Nations this 
week will have a profound and lasting 
effect on the prospects for peace in the 
Middle East. If the Palestinian Author-
ity succeeds in obtaining U.N. recogni-
tion for a Palestinian state, it will only 
delay genuine efforts at a negotiated 
settlement. 

Israel has, for many years, cooper-
ated in good faith with Palestinian and 
international efforts to mediate peace 
and work toward a two-state solution. 
It has made many concessions, some of 
which were not always in Israel’s best 
interest. The Palestinians, unsatisfied 
with these efforts at the negotiating 
table, are seeking an end-run around 
Israel in an attempt to gain statehood 
by means of the United Nations. 

Watching this spectacle unfold, I was 
reminded of the time I spent in Na-
mibia in the late eighties and early 
nineties, where the U.N. General As-
sembly had arbitrarily designated one 

of the political parties the sole and au-
thentic representative of the Namibian 
people. That had the effect of delaying 
the negotiating process that ulti-
mately led to Namibia’s independence. 
The same designation was awarded sev-
eral decades ago to the PLO, and it had 
a similar effect. 

The U.S. Government should use all 
the tools at its disposal, fiscal and oth-
erwise, to ensure that that same out-
come is avoided here. 

f 

CONSTITUTION DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to com-
mend each American who celebrated 
Constitution Day, which was last Sat-
urday, September 17. 

Over the past few decades, many 
Americans have expressed disgust with 
our out-of-control reach of government 
and erosion of the very freedoms that 
we claim to protect. 

The powers of Congress are clearly 
laid out in article I, which is the most 
expansive article of the Constitution 
for a reason. Our Founding Fathers 
fully intended for power to rest with 
the people, in a legislative body. 

I’m proud to say that during this 
Congress, the House has taken signifi-
cant steps to restate its constitutional 
authority and has given an earnest at-
tempt to returning to a constitutional 
government. 

One example is the TRAIN Act on the 
floor this week, legislation intended to 
rein in the executive branch’s gross 
regulatory overreach. From the debt 
limit debate to each spending bill con-
sidered on the floor, this process has 
been about more than just our need for 
fiscal reform. It’s about the timeless 
principles of freedom, justice, and op-
portunity that have provided America 
with 224 years of prosperity and the fu-
ture promise of our Nation, if we con-
tinue to hold these principles dear. 

f 

b 1800 

NOT YOUR GRANDFATHER’S 
MILITARY 

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALAZZO. This morning I had 
the honor and privilege to spend 2 
hours with 86 World War II veterans 
from Mississippi. These exceptional 
men and women inspired generations of 
Americans such as me to serve their 
country. 

Sadly, though, when I returned to my 
office after honoring these American 
heroes, I saw many of my colleagues 
from the other side of the aisle con-
gratulating themselves on the ill-con-
ceived, lame brain, lame duck session 
repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. Despite 
the questionable reports, surveys, and 

certifications, which I believe were 
flawed from the beginning, I have no 
doubt that we have taken a wrong 
turn. 

The 111th Congress obviously failed 
the American people on so many levels. 
Repeal of DADT is just another glaring 
example of their failures. Social experi-
ments like this repeal have no place in 
our military, and I for one apologize to 
those who have served and those who 
are currently serving. 

God help us all. 
f 

ISRAEL AND PALESTINE 

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Several years ago, my wife and 
I, accompanied by a number of other 
Members and their spouses, were privi-
leged to be in the State of Israel at the 
time the Israeli Government made a 
very difficult decision to turn over 
Gaza to the Palestinian Authority. 

It was a very controversial decision. 
The question was: Would this gesture 
of goodwill be reciprocated by the 
other side? Unfortunately, of course, it 
was not. As in other gestures by the 
Israeli Government, the response has 
been: Give us more and we will not 
commit to the existence of Israel, but 
you have to commit to the existence of 
a Palestinian state. 

Let there be no mistake. It is a bipar-
tisan support on the floor of the House 
for the State of Israel at this time of 
great need for them when they face all 
sorts of problems in the United Nations 
and elsewhere. 

Let us be clear. We will not be di-
vided on this. Republicans, Democrats, 
conservatives, and liberals here in the 
House of Representatives and the 
United States Senate support Israel in 
their effort to remain free and to not 
be forced into positions that are to-
tally unfair. 

f 

A CELEBRATION OF HISPANIC 
HERITAGE MONTH 

(Mr. HINOJOSA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to say that Democrats in 
Congress continue to work tirelessly to 
improve the lives of America’s Latino 
families. During the 111th Congress, we 
passed historic legislation that made 
college more accessible and affordable 
and broadened the scope of health care 
for very many families. 

When Democrats controlled the Con-
gress, we increased the maximum Pell 
Grant, in a bipartisan vote, from $4,050 
to the current $5,550, an increase of 37 
percent. While I was chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Higher Ed, I proudly 
stood next to President Obama when he 
signed the historic Health Care and 
Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 
into law. This new law increased col-
lege aid for the 39 percent of Hispanic 
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college students who receive Pell 
Grants each year. In contrast, the pro-
posed Republican budget will cut col-
lege aid for nearly 10 million students, 
slashing the maximum Pell Grant 
award by more than $2,500. 

Today, I stand here with my col-
leagues in celebration of Hispanic Her-
itage Month to say that we must pass 
the DREAM Act. 

We cannot turn our backs on these hard 
working, talented students who call America 
their home. Brought here as children and 
through no fault of their own, DREAM Act stu-
dents deserve a chance to go to college and 
become U.S. citizens. 

I am proud of my heritage. I am proud of my 
ancestors who came to this country from Mex-
ico over one hundred years ago. I am proud 
of the contributions made by America’s grow-
ing Latino community. 

Today, I urge my colleagues in Congress to 
join us in celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month. 
Let us honor our great Nation. Let us all work 
harder to make the American Dream a reality 
for all. 

f 

ISRAEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
ELLMERS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DEUTCH. I appreciate the oppor-

tunity to be here following those series 
of speeches delivered that lead per-
fectly into the discussion that we’re 
here to have. 

This is a crucial moment for the 
State of Israel, for the United States, 
for the relationship that binds us to-
gether. This is an important moment 
for those who believe in democracy and 
for those who believe in peace. We will 
all be watching what transpires at the 
United Nations in the coming days as 
the Palestinians continue to move for-
ward with an ill-fated attempt to cre-
ate a state that can only be created by 
negotiation. 

I appreciate the opportunity to en-
gage in a discussion with some of my 
colleagues, and I would like to start by 
recognizing my neighbor and my 
friend, the gentlelady from Florida, 
Congresswoman WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank 
you very much for putting together 
this important Special Order hour to 
give us an opportunity to come to-
gether in support of our ally and 
friend, the State of Israel. 

I rise today in praise of President 
Obama’s enduring, unequivocal support 
for our ally Israel and a vision for a 
peaceful world. 

This morning at the United Nations, 
President Obama shared with an inter-
national audience his commitment to 
Israel’s security in the midst of a chal-
lenging region and complex times. The 
administration approached this year’s 
U.N. General Assembly standing strong 
with our ally in many respects. From 
once again boycotting the anti-Semitic 
activities surrounding the Durban Con-
ference, to pledging to veto any Pales-
tinian unilateral declaration of inde-
pendence in the Security Council, to 
working all summer with our partners 
and allies against the unending efforts 
to criticize and delegitimize Israel at 
the U.N., President Obama has been a 
stalwart ally of Israel in this inter-
national forum. I’m so pleased that he 
continued in that vein this morning 
with his address to the General Assem-
bly. 

In his historic speech to this global 
audience, President Obama once again 
demonstrated his stalwart support for 
our friend and ally Israel. Importantly, 
President Obama used this opportunity 
at the United Nations to unambig-
uously state his support for direct, bi-
lateral negotiations as the only way to 
solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
and create a Palestinian state. 

As the President said, ‘‘a genuine 
peace can only be realized between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians them-
selves. There is no shortcut to the end 
of a conflict that has endured for dec-
ades. Peace will not come through 
statements and resolutions at the 
United Nations. It is the Israelis and 
the Palestinians, not us, who must 
reach agreement on the issues that di-
vide them: on borders and on security, 
on refugees and Jerusalem.’’ 

President Obama made it resound-
ingly clear that unilateral action will 
never create a state and that we must 
continue to support a process between 
two peoples that recognize both secu-
rity concerns and national aspirations. 
And that clarity has not gone unno-
ticed. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu, speaking 
after the President’s speech today, said 
that our President is wearing a ‘‘badge 
of honor’’ for his commitment to di-
rect, bilateral negotiations as the only 
way to a Palestinian state. 

As he has done so many times in the 
past, President Obama again put forth 
our country’s unshakable commitment 
to Israel’s safety and security as a cen-
tral tenet to peace. The President re-
affirmed our enduring friendship to our 
ally Israel noting the very real secu-
rity concerns of being surrounded by 
hostile neighbors. He made clear to the 
world that he understands the very 
real threat Israelis face in constant 
rockets and suicide bombs and children 
coming of age knowing that, through-
out the region, other children are 
taught to hate them. Only when Israel 
feels its security concerns are met will 
future generations of Israelis and Pal-
estinians live side by side in pride and 
in peace. 

With the international community 
assembled, President Obama stressed 

the difficult but vital efforts we must 
all make in our quest for peace, not 
only for Israelis and Palestinians, but 
also across the Middle East and all 
around the world. 

He spoke of the accomplishments of 
revolutions that have brought bur-
geoning democracies to the Middle 
East and North Africa over the past 
year and the frustrated aspirations of 
many in the region where democracy is 
yet to come. 

In praising the new free Libya and 
urging the international communities 
to join us in sanctioning Iran and 
Syria, the President affirmed his com-
mitment to supporting those who wish 
to cast off tyranny. And in a world free 
from the terror of Osama bin Laden, 
President Obama emphasized our con-
tinued quest to end the religious, gen-
der, and sexual persecution that pre-
vents all people from achieving their 
true potential. 

I am so proud of President Obama’s 
unwavering support for Israel and his 
overall vision for peace that he laid out 
at the United Nations this morning. 

Hopefully, hearing the strong mes-
sage from the United States, the Pal-
estinians will once again return to the 
negotiating table with Israel and work 
out a just and lasting solution between 
the two parties. In the meantime, we 
can stand tall with the exemplary ef-
forts by this pro-Israel President as we 
continue to engage diplomatically over 
the coming weeks to ensure that bilat-
eral negotiations between Israel and 
the Palestinians will resume. 

Thank you, Mr. DEUTCH, for your un-
wavering support for our ally. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Thank you very much. 
The same to you. 

I would note the President also spoke 
today at some length about the need to 
recognize Israel’s security interests. 
The fact that Israel is a country that is 
surrounded by enemies, that has faced 
rocket attacks, barrages, at times on a 
regular basis, that it is imperative that 
all of our allies around the world who 
understand the security threats that 
Israel faces, that they understand that 
it is in Israel’s interest to take the ac-
tion necessary to defend herself even as 
they move toward the negotiations 
with the Palestinians. That’s some-
thing that every nation would under-
stand. 

I appreciate your bringing that up 
today. 

b 1810 
It is my pleasure and my honor to 

yield time to the impressive and won-
derful former chair and now the im-
pressive and wonderful ranking mem-
ber of the State, Foreign Operations 
Subcommittee of the House Appropria-
tions Committee, Representative 
LOWEY from Westchester. 

Mrs. LOWEY. I want to thank my 
good friend Mr. DEUTCH. You are a 
principled, strong supporter of the 
Israel-United States alliance for orga-
nizing this conversation at this very, 
very critical time, and I thank you 
very much. 
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