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Many children come home to an empty
house while their parents are at work. It is im-
portant for those children to know that they
have a place to go where people care for
them. That is where the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Las Vegas fills a vital role.

Their programs engage young people in ac-
tivities with adults, peers, and family members
that enable them to grow and flourish. Based
on the interests and needs of the boys and
girls they serve, clubs offer diverse program
activities in five areas: character and leader-
ship development, education and career de-
velopment, the arts, sports, fitness and recre-
ation, and health and life skills.

A survey conducted on the Boys & Girls
Clubs determined that over half of the adults
that participated in Club events as children at-
tributed the Boys & Girls Clubs to saving their
lives. Eighty percent said they learned right
and wrong from a member of the Club staff.

While many Club alumni have achieved dis-
tinction in fields such as entertainment, busi-
ness, politics, and sports, the average alum-
nus is not famous. Most have achieved suc-
cess by getting an education, raising families,
serving their country, pursuing careers, and
supporting their communities.

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Las Vegas uses
a lineup of tested and proven nationally recog-
nized programs that address today’s most
pressing youth issues, teaching young people
the skills they need to succeed in life.

Nearly a third of the Clubs’ members who
participate in the homework assistance and tu-
toring program are on their schools’ honor
rolls. Most importantly, those children have a
safe place they can stay while their parents
are at work.

As the Representative for Nevada’s First
Congressional District, it gives me immense
pride to recognize the 50th anniversary of the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Las Vegas.

——————

HONORING DR. JERRY PREVO FOR
40 YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2011

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dr. Jerry Prevo and the 40
years of service he has given to the Anchor-
age Baptist Temple community in Alaska
where he is the pastor of one of the State’s
largest and most active churches. Sporting an
auditorium able to seat over 2,000 people and
a regular congregation of 2,200 it is difficult to
imagine the church’s very humble origins.

The church was founded as the Bible Bap-
tist Church in 1956 by Missionary Don White
who oversaw a congregation of 300 people
until, in 1971, a young graduate of the Baptist
Bible College in Springfield, Missouri, was
called. In just a few short years under his
careful and dutiful stewardship, Pastor Prevo
saw attendance increase rapidly, until there
was just no more room.

He needed to do something about it. In
1973 he proposed to move the church to their
present location on Northern Lights Boule-
vard—a magnificent 20-acre estate. The com-
munity needed a church, the church needed
the community. Answering the call, the new
building was built, largely, by hundreds of
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church members who freely volunteered their
time and talents in an outstanding example of
community-wide cooperation. It was then that
the church was renamed Anchorage Baptist
Temple.

Pastor Prevo, always committed to the edu-
cation of future generations, saw the oppor-
tunity to found the Anchorage Christian
Schools. Within just 5 years more classrooms
and a gymnasium had to be built due to its
massive popularity. Decades later the school
and the Children’s Ministry Center consists of
26 classrooms, a 300-seat gymnasium, library,
music department, computer lab, and a chem-
istry lab over a 350,000 square feet com-
plex—all built from the community’s generous
donations with no debt incurred. The Christian
School now has over 750 students as well as
a Sunday school, a preschool and all-day child
care.

In the midst of running a school and a
church the Pastor Prevo took the time to pur-
sue a Doctor of Divinity degree at Hyles An-
derson College and the Liberty Baptist Theo-
logical in 1978 and 1993, respectively. He ex-
panded his community work to philanthropy by
serving on the Board of Samaritan’s Purse
and on the Board of Liberty University in Vir-
ginia.

Today, through three radio stations, a con-
temporary Christian music station, and a tele-
vision station he can be seen and heard daily
by over half the population of Alaska.

On a personal note, Pastor Prevo has been
there for me during some tough times. The
loss of my wife, Lu, was sudden and painful
and Pastor Prevo helped by offering the use
of the Anchorage Baptist Temple and its ability
to broadcast to a good portion of the State for
her memorial service. In the two years since
her passing | have come to rely on his spir-
itual leadership and guidance.

As a result of his far-reaching state-wide
community work and success in reforming and
growing one of Alaska’s largest churches, and
his extensive outreach in Europe and the Mid-
dle East, the Alaska Journal of Commerce has
listed him as one of the 25 most influential in-
dividuals in Alaska.

Dr. Jerry Prevo has always worked hard
and been nothing but loyal to his community
and church and | commend him for his 40
years of service.

—

RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF ROSE-
BUD ON ITS CENTENNIAL ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2011

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the city of Rosebud, lo-
cated in Gasconade County in Missouri, as
the community will be celebrating its centen-
nial anniversary.

What is now the city of Rosebud was orga-
nized in 1911, receiving its name from the wild
rose bushes that reside in the community. By
1911, Rosebud had expanded to considerable
size because of the Rock lIsland Railroad,
farming, clay mining, selling wood to kilns in
St. Louis and many other industrious endeav-
ors of the time. A number of citizens wished
to have their village incorporated in Gas-
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conade County, so they sent a letter to the
County Court in Hermann. Within the year, the
city received incorporation. Over the years,
Rosebud’s population, infrastructure and eco-
nomic activity have increased.

Over the past century, industries such as
antique and craft shops, restaurants, churches
and thoroughfare from Highway 50 have sup-
ported the town. Today, Finale International
Tool Inc. is the top employer in the commu-
nity. The proud community of Rosebud is
home to 378 residents.

In closing, | ask all my colleagues to join me
in wishing the residents of the city of Rosebud
congratulations on their centennial anniver-
sary.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today our national debt is
$14,705,188,086,992.02.

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $4,066,762,340,698.22 since then. This
debt and its interest payments we are passing
to our children and all future Americans.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PEACE CORPS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the 50th anniversary of the Peace
Corps, an organization of volunteers who are
dedicated to helping individuals build better
lives for themselves by living and working in
developing countries.

Following President John F. Kennedy’s chal-
lenge to 5,000 students at the University of
Michigan to dedicate two years of their lives to
help people in developing countries, the
Peace Corps was officially established on
March 1, 1961. Young people throughout the
country were inspired, and by June 22, 1961,
Peace Corps Director Sargent Shriver had re-
ceived 11,000 applications. On August 30,
1961, the first group of Peace Corps volun-
teers arrived to serve as teachers in Ghana.
By December of 1961, more than 500 volun-
teers were working in nine countries around
the world.

Today, 50 years after the Peace Corps
began; there are more than 8,600 active vol-
unteers and trainees working in 76 different
countries. The mission of the Peace Corps
that was adopted in 1961 still remains the or-
ganization’s mission today. “Helping the peo-
ple of interested countries in meeting their
need for trained men and women. Helping
promote a better understanding of Americans
on the part of the peoples served. Helping
promote a better understanding of other peo-
ples on the part of Americans.”
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Throughout its history, the Peace Corps has
continued to adapt to the needs of developing
countries. Volunteers work in areas such as
education, business development, environ-
mental preservation, youth development, agri-
culture and HIV/AIDS relief. Returned Peace
Corps volunteers return to the U.S. with in-
comparable experience and have gone on to
become directors of the Peace Corps, Mem-
bers of Congress, presidents of universities
and CEOs in the business world.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honor of the more than 200,000 volunteers
who have dedicated themselves to promoting
world peace and friendship throughout 139
countries over the past 50 years.

———————

ON THE OCCASION OF CELE-
BRATING RABBI DANNEL
SCHWARTZ’S FORTIETH ANNI-
VERSARY IN THE RABBINATE
AND HIS RETIREMENT AS SEN-
IOR RABBI OF TEMPLE SHIR
SHALOM

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2011

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Rabbi Dannel Schwartz of Temple Shir
Shalom in West Bloomfield, Michigan, on the
occasion of his retirement after forty years in
the rabbinate and a lifetime of service to the
Jewish community in Michigan and beyond.

Like many who heed to a call to serve their
community, Rabbi Schwartz’'s leadership
began early in his life when he served as
President of the Bronx and Manhattan Federa-
tion of Temple Youth. Rabbi Schwartz com-
pleted his rabbinical training in 1972 and has
served the Jewish community of Southeast
Michigan as Senior Rabbi of Temple Beth El
of Bloomfield, Michigan, and for the last two
decades has served as Founding and Senior
Rabbi of Temple Shir Shalom. For the past
two years, Rabbi Schwartz has also served as
CEO of The Corners, an institution that pro-
vides affordable space and resources to non-
profit organizations.

Rabbi Schwartz has not only taught the val-
ues of Judaism, but has also set an example
for his congregation and the Greater Detroit
community through his commitment to service.
As a member of the Michigan Board of Rabbis
and its former president, Rabbi Schwartz de-
voted considerable time and energy to pro-
viding spiritual leadership beyond his own con-
gregation. Rabbi Schwartz also serves as
Chaplain at Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak,
Michigan, and through his work there has of-
fered patients and their families important
emotional and spiritual support in times of dif-
ficulty. And as a believer in lifelong learning,
Rabbi Schwartz has continued his education
both formally by obtaining a doctoral degree
from the Jewish Institute of Religion and infor-
mally through his experiences with his con-
gregation, family, and friends.

On many occasions Rabbi Schwartz has
demonstrated his ability as a leader in Michi-
gan’s Jewish community, but one occasion
serves as a seminal example of his leader-
ship: the founding of Temple Shir Shalom. It
was Rabbi Schwartz who gathered together
with thirty families just over twenty years ago
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to establish their new congregation. And
through his guidance and support of those
families, the congregation of Shir Shalom has
prospered and grown to over nine hundred
families. Along the path of the Temple’s his-
tory there have been many obstacles, includ-
ing the need to construct a permanent home
for the congregation, which was first housed in
a converted office building, but with Rabbi
Schwartz’s unyielding efforts, the congregation
of Shir Shalom overcame those challenges.

Mr. Speaker, the congregation of Temple
Shir Shalom and the Jewish community of
Michigan are blessed to have benefitted from
the wisdom, knowledge, and service of Rabbi
Dannel Schwartz over the last forty years and
I know his retirement will affect generations of
worshippers. | wish Rabbi Schwartz well in his
retirement and | know his commitment to serv-
ice will continue through his volunteer work
and the Rabbi Dannel Schwartz Legacy Foun-
dation.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LINN STATE
TECHNICAL COLLEGE

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2011

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Linn State Technical
College, located in Osage County in Missouri,
for its exceptional performance in training
scholars of higher education.

Linn State Technical College, LSTC, found-
ed in 1961, is Missouri’s only two-year public
technical college with a statewide mission.
Originating as Linn Technical Junior College,
the college became a part of the public higher
education system in Missouri in 1996 as a re-
sult of legislation by the 88th General Assem-
bly.

Linn State Technical College is accredited
by The Higher Learning Commission and is a
member of the North Central Association. Thir-
teen programs are accredited by the Associa-
tion of Technology, Management and Applied
Engineering, ATMAE. In addition, 15 other
program-level professional accreditations and
certifications have been obtained by programs
at the college.

Linn State Technical College monitors the
economic, industrial and technological needs
of the state as new programs are proposed for
development. In response to industry demand
over the last decade, Linn State Technical
College has started 19 degree and certificate
programs.

In closing, | ask all my colleagues to join me
in wishing the faculty, staff and students of
Linn State Technical congratulations in their
pursuit of higher education.

—

RECOGNIZING SUZANNE KILBY
ETGEN FOR HER SERVICE AS AN
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATOR

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 22, 2011

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Suzanne Kilby Etgen, the 2011

E1687

recipient of the Jan Hollmann Environmental
Education Award, for her service as an educa-
tor and advocate for environmental preserva-
tion.

The Jan Hollmann Environmental Education
Award was established in 1994 to recognize
an individual or organization which dem-
onstrates outstanding effectiveness as an en-
vironmental educator. This year, Suzanne
Etgen has been recognized for her work as
the coordinator of the Anne Arundel County
Watershed Stewards Academy. At the Acad-
emy, Ms. Etgen teaches members of the com-
munity how to preserve and protect water-
sheds by minimizing the damage caused by
water runoff in the area. Addressing issues
such as rainscaping, pollution reduction strate-
gies, and community outreach and engage-
ment, Ms. Etgen has worked tirelessly to im-
prove the health of the Chesapeake Bay wa-
tershed and its inhabitants.

Getting citizens involved in protecting the
rivers and streams that make up the Chesa-
peake watershed is the key to the future
health of the Bay. That is why | introduced the
No Child Left Inside Act, which seeks to better
incorporate environmental education in the
curriculum as a means to teach students
about their natural surroundings and spark
their interest in science. It is critical that the
next generation be armed with the knowledge
that Ms. Etgen has dedicated her life to shar-
ing. Throughout her years of work as an envi-
ronmental advocate, Suzanne Etgen has
played a pivotal role in ensuring that our nat-
ural environment remains as majestic as ever.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to once again con-
gratulate Suzanne Kilby Etgen for her dedica-
tion to environmental awareness and protec-
tion.

———

HONORING FORMER
CONGRESSWOMAN CARRIE MEEK

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2011

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor a former
Member of the Florida state and U.S. House
of Representatives, Congresswoman Carrie
Meek. Congresswoman Meek has also served
in the Florida State Senate in what was a
small part of a diverse history of public serv-
ice.

With over 24 years of combined public serv-
ice on both the state and national level, Con-
gresswoman Meek has a true understanding
of what it takes to enrich the lives of others.
Her service, as a teacher before winning her
seat in the Florida State House is yet another
testament to her public contributions.

Congresswoman Meek had all throughout
her career a reputation for being a strong leg-
islator. She was the first African American
woman elected to the Florida Senate and the
first African American to serve there since Re-
construction. In the Florida State Legislature,
she staunchly promoted literacy and cham-
pioned minority business enterprise laws.

Her career in the U.S. House was no less
distinguished than it was on the state level. Al-
most immediately, the Congresswoman estab-
lished herself as a champion of expanding
federal programs to create jobs and providing
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