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with the Cornerstone Baptist Church of Christ
and its members. He will be dearly missed
and | am honored today to pay a final tribute
to this outstanding community leader, Dr. Rob-
ert H. Wilson, Sr.

——————
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Thursday, September 29, 2011

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to offer my sincere congratulations to Assist-
ant United States Attorney (AUSA) Thomas B.
Thompson for his distinguished service to, and
retirement from, the United States Attorney’s
Office.

Since 1984, AUSA Thompson has devoted
his expertise to the United States Attorney’s
Office (USAOQ), serving in both the criminal
and civil divisions of the USAO in the Western
District of Louisiana. AUSA Thompson special-
izes in U.S. bankruptcy law, and has worked
as senior litigation council and chief of the civil
division of the USAO.

AUSA Thompson is a member of the Lou-
isiana State Bar Association and is authorized
to practice in certain federal courts, including
the Supreme Court of the United States.

Before entering the United States Attorney’s
Office, from 1980 to 1984, AUSA Thompson
worked for the late Honorable Richard J. Put-
nam, Senior District Judge, United States Dis-
trict Court, Western District of Louisiana.

AUSA Thompson earned his baccalaureate
degree from McNeese State University and his
Juris Doctorate from Louisiana State Univer-
sity. He also served his country in the United
States Marine Corps from 1969 to 1975, re-
ceiving an Honorable Discharge. During his
time with the Corps he was stationed in the
Former Republic of Vietnam, obtaining the po-
sition of squad leader for two infantry compa-
nies.

AUSA Thompson has had a highly distin-
guished career, and | commend him for his
service to our nation, not only on the battle-
field, but also as an officer of justice. | am
proud to be his representative in Congress
and wish him well in his retirement.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is
known to be the world’s most isolated country,
as its citizens are prohibited from traveling ei-
ther internally or internationally without permis-
sion. Communications with the outside world
also are tightly regulated in attempts by the
dictatorship regime to filter all information ac-
cessible by the North Korean people.

Therefore, the testimony provided last week
by our distinguished panel, and in particular
our two defector witnesses, was particularly
welcome and appreciated. Mrs. Kim Young
Soon and Mrs. Kim Hye Sook, who both have
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survived the extreme deprivations of the North
Korean prison camps, travelled all the way
from South Korea to share their experiences
with us. On behalf of the subcommittee, | wish
to convey to them our sincere gratitude.

They spoke on behalf of the estimated
150,000 to 200,000 prisoners currently held in
North Korea’s penal-labor camps. It is our
hope that their testimony will help to galvanize
the international community to take action to
secure the freedom of those who are need-
lessly suffering and dying under truly horrific
conditions.

Those living in the prison camps are not the
only ones suffering in North Korea. As one of
our witnesses, Suzanne Scholte, testified, in
North Korea every single human right en-
shrined in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights is violated. North Korea is listed by the
State Department as a “Tier 3” country with
respect to human trafficking. It was just re-
designated this month as one of eight “Coun-
tries of Particular Concern” for its egregious
violations of religious freedom.

But not all the testimony during the hearing
was bleak. We heard about new potential for
communication to and with the North Korean
people, and explored possibilities for peaceful
change given upcoming political events in
North Korea and changes in other countries in
the region. We look forward to discussing this
potential to improve the lives of all North Kore-
ans.

Once again, | would like to
nesses for joining us last week.

———————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 29, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
as we today approve a continuing resolution at
a non-emergency spending level equivalent to
$1.043 trillion, and additional War Funding at
an annualized rate of $119 billion, our national
debt is $14,707,406,820,591.87 trillion.

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was $10.63 tril-
lion.

This means the national debt has increased
by $4.07 trillion since then.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

thank our wit-
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, last
week | held an extremely important hearing
that examined the consequences of thirty-
three years of China’s implementation of its
one child per couple policy.

China’s one child policy is state sponsored
cruelty and constitutes massive crimes against
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humanity. The Nuremberg Nazi war crimes tri-
bunal properly construed forced abortion as a
crime against humanity—nothing in human
history compares to the magnitude of China’s
33 year assault on women and children.

Today in China, rather than being given ma-
ternal care, pregnant women without birth al-
lowed permits are hunted down and forcibly
aborted. They are mocked, belittled and hu-
miliated. There are no single moms in China—
except those who somehow evade the family
planning cadres and conceal their pregnancy.
For over three decades, brothers and sisters
have been illegal; a mother has absolutely no
right to protect her unborn baby from state
sponsored violence.

Over the years | have chaired 29 congres-
sional human rights hearings focused in whole
or in part on China’s one child policy. At one,
the principal witness, Wuijan, a Chinese stu-
dent attending a U.S. university, testified about
how her child was forcibly murdered by the
government. She said, “[T]he room was full of
moms who had just gone through a forced
abortion. Some moms were crying. Some
moms were mourning. Some moms were
screaming. And one mom was rolling on the
floor with unbearable pain.” Then Wuijan said
it was her turn, and through her tears she de-
scribed what she called her “journey in hell.”

Last week we heard the testimony of other
victims of forced abortion, and we are ex-
tremely grateful that they joined us. Not only
did it take a great deal of courage to share
what must be some of the most painful experi-
ences of their lives, but they are also spoke
truth to power, a Chinese Government that
may well retaliate not only against them, if
given the opportunity, but also family members
who may still be in China. Again, | thank them
for sharing their stories.

Women bare the major brunt of the one
child policy not only as mothers. Due to the
male preference in China’s society and the
limitation of the family size to one child, the
policy has directly contributed to what is accu-
rately described as gendercide—the deliberate
extermination of a girl—born or unborn—sim-
ply because she happens to be female.

As a result of the Chinese government's
barbaric attack on mothers and their children,
there are some 100 million more males than
females in China today. It has been noted that
the three most dangerous words in China
today are: “it's a girl!”

In July, | offered an amendment demanding
the release and an end of the torture of Chi-
nese defense attorney Chen Guangcheng,
who bravely defended forced abortion victims
in China. Both Chen and his wife Yuan
Weijing are at risk of dying from repeated
beatings by the Chinese secret police and re-
fused access to critically-needed medical care.

In the latter part of August when Vice Presi-
dent JOE BIDEN was visiting China, he stated
that he “fully understood” the one child policy,
and that he’s not “second guessing.” Can you
imagine what the public reaction would be if
the Vice President had said that he “fully un-
derstands” and is not “second guessing”
copyright infringement and gross violations of
intellectual property rights?

The one child per couple policy is the most
egregious systematic attack on mothers ever.
For my Vice President to publicly state that he
fully understands the one child policy and then
say he won’t second guess it is unconscion-
able, and sells out every mom in the PRC who
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