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working together, in a bipartisan way,
to solve the real challenges that face
our country.

Ms. HANABUSA. The one message
that resonated at home is that people
think we’re going to do this time and
time again—in other words, that we’re
going to have the CR issues, that we’re
going to have the debt ceiling issues.
So I've impressed upon them, if the
supercommittee does what it’s sup-
posed to do, that it’s a plan for 10
years, and hopefully, it will give us sta-
bility.

The gentleman from Delaware said
STENY HOYER, our minority whip, stat-
ed it’s going to be the most critical
vote we all take and one of the most
critical votes that this Congress will
take because, in this difficult time,
that’s what is going to render us stable
if we’re able to do it correctly. So I
hope that on both sides of the aisle
we’re able to do that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2608. An act making continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2012, and for other
purposes.

——
JOB CREATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. GRIFFIN) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas.
you, Mr. Speaker.

I've been listening here on the floor
today, and I heard some folks mention
the need for action on the issue of jobs.
I agree. Some of them said, hey, there
hasn’t been much action. There has
been a lack of action, I think was the
quote that I heard here on the floor
earlier. I'd like to talk about that a lit-
tle bit.

There has been a lot of action on the
issue of jobs in the House. When folks
talk about the Congress, they sort of
group the House and the Senate to-
gether. I understand that, but the
House and the Senate are two separate
bodies, and the leadership in the House
and the leadership in the Senate have
two different visions of where this
country ought to go.

As it relates to the House, there has
been a lot of action. We’ve passed
about 90 bills in the House this year.
During that same timeframe, the Sen-
ate passed 20. A lot of those bills that
we’ve passed here in the House directly
relate to the issue of job creation and
in helping our country get back on its
feet.

Many of us understand that govern-
ment is not the key job creator in this
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country. The private sector creates
jobs, and the government can make
things better or make things worse for
job creators. My hope is that we’re
working to make things better—to cre-
ate an environment where the private
sector can then flourish, can innovate,
can advance, and create jobs.

Now let’s talk about the action here
in the House.

We’ve got a number of bills that
we’ve passed that relate to job cre-
ation, bills that were then taken down
to the other side of this building and
given to the Senate. That’s where they
rest. They’re just sitting there. A lot of
us grew up in the seventies. We remem-
ber ‘‘Schoolhouse Rock.” We remember
that little bill sitting on Capitol Hill.
That bill can’t become a law unless it
passes this House, the Senate, and then
the President signs it. Well, that little
bill was passed out of here. It’s waiting
on the Senate to do something about
it, that little jobs bill, and there’s a
whole host of them down there with it.
Let me mention a few of them.

First and foremost, when we got here
in January, we voted to repeal
ObamaCare, the health care law that
recently passed. Why did we do that?
Because it is a source of angst, uncer-
tainty, out-of-control government
spending, and excessive regulation the
likes of which this country has never
seen before. We voted to repeal that on
the first day of the first week back.
The first week we got here we sent that
over to the Senate, and they didn’t
pass it.

We passed H.R. 872, the Reducing
Regulatory Burdens Act. No Senate ac-
tion.

We passed the Energy Tax Preven-
tion Act to block some of the EPA’s
controversial excessive regulations. No
action on that.

We passed H. Res. 72, asking our
House committees to inventory regula-
tions and look for places we can trim
them back, reform them and save. No
action like that in the Senate.

H.R. 1230, Restarting American Off-
shore Leasing Now Act, a bill, along
with several others that we passed, to
encourage energy exploration. No ac-
tion in the Senate.

The Putting the Gulf of Mexico Back
to Work Act. No action in the Senate.

Reversing President Obama’s Off-
shore Moratorium Act. No action in
the Senate.

We can go on and on and on.

One of those things that we passed
here that the Senate hasn’t passed is a
budget—a fundamental document for
managing one’s finances. We passed
one here. They haven’t had a budget in
the Senate for, I think, about 2 years
now. For 888 days, no budget in the
Senate.

So we've done a lot here in the
House. Congress as a whole hasn’t
acted on a lot of this stuff, but we’'ve
done our part, and we’ve sent it down
to the other side of the building, to the
Senate. We’re waiting for action on
many pieces of critical legislation that
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can help this country get back to job
creation.
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I would now like to yield to my
friend from Illinois.

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois.
you.

This kind of reminds me of the story
of the rogue cowboy. When you think
of the rogue cowboy, you think of
somebody, you know, sitting under the
sun just taking it all in, doesn’t really
want to work with anybody.

That reminds me of the Senate, tak-
ing it easy. They haven’t taken a lot of
votes this year; more interested in, I
guess, getting paid and letting the bills
stack up, and they don’t need to work
with anybody.

But you know what we can do in that
process? Let’s blame one small lever of
government. Let’s blame the House Re-
publicans. Let’s blame them for the 9.1
percent unemployment. Let’s do that.
You know, that’s what we can do. We
don’t actually have to govern.

I mean, when you look at it, they’ve
had control of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate since 2006 and the
Presidency since 2008, with the excep-
tion of a very brief period of time over
the last year where Republicans have
been blessed and fortunate enough to
be in the majority in the House of Rep-
resentatives. But yet this unemploy-
ment, according to them, is our fault.

We need jobs in this country. In my
district, the 11th Congressional Dis-
trict in Illinois, you have cities like
Joliet, like Ottawa, like Bloomington.
A lot of places have seen their manu-
facturing base disappear. They’ve seen
it over the last 20 or 30 years. And
what’s been our reaction? Well, typi-
cally the knee-jerk reaction in Wash-
ington, DC, is that we have to have
some kind of a program. We have to
pass more spending.

Well, if there’s no jobs, I mean, obvi-
ously the problem, if there’s no jobs,
it’s got to be because Washington, DC,
hasn’t done enough. And so we get in
this perpetual cycle of let’s spend more
and spend more.

I remember a couple of years ago, al-
most a trillion dollar stimulus was
passed out of this House of Representa-
tives, and I think by everybody’s meas-
ure would agree that it was ineffective.
I have not seen many people with a
straight face argue that the stimulus
was effective. Even the Commander in
Chief, the President himself said, well,
you know, it wasn’t quite as shovel
ready as we expected.

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Reclaim-
ing my time, I just want to point out
that in Arkansas the President pre-
dicted that the stimulus would create
30,000 jobs. I think, in the end, the gov-
ernment funded about 4,800 jobs at a
cost of around $300,000 per job.

Now, if someone would’ve just given
me the checkbook, I could have created
more jobs writing people checks and
could have saved people all the work. I
mean, the idea that you create jobs at
$300,000 a job is just unbelievable.
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