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H.R. 2681 AND H.R. 2250

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 5, 2011

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, the two
bills, H.R. 2681 and H.R. 2250, are an affront
public health and to our environment.

When we take our air, waters and land for
granted; when we show a simple lack of re-
spect for nature and our environment, we
unmake God’s good creation. Over 40 years
ago, Republicans and Democrats passed the
Clean Air Act because they believed that
every American child deserved to breathe
clean air. They believed that every American
child deserved an environment free from toxic
pollutants that cause cancer and impair their
ability to learn.

EPA standards, like the ones attacked in
this bill, did not run our economy off the cliff.
EPA standards did not drive us into debt, or
stop the banks from extending credit. But here
we are, ready to stop common sense protec-
tions are 11 years overdue. If enacted, these
bills would make damaging changes to the
Clean Air Act. We would stop future EPA
standards from protecting our children and our
families from mercury and toxic air pollution.
2,500 lives are lost for every year these pollu-
tion reductions are delayed.

There are protesters right outside this build-
ing, Mr. Chairman. They want us to take up
the American Jobs Act. They want it passed.
They don’t need another attack on the Clean
Air Act. They don’t need another attack on the
public’s health. We're wasting their time, Mr.
Chairman.

It is my strong belief that our country needs
environmental protections and that real protec-
tions do not have to come at the expense of
jobs or our economy. Whatever we do to the
earth, we do to each other. | urge my col-
leagues to vote no.

———

THE BREAST DENSITY AND MAM-
MOGRAPHY REPORTING ACT OF
2011

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 5, 2011

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, this year, more
than 200,000 women will be diagnosed with
breast cancer. We owe them every opportunity
for early detection. Information on breast den-
sity can help both doctors and patients better
understand a patient’s risk of being diagnosed
with breast cancer. This is why | am so
pleased to join Representative DELAURO in in-
troducing this extremely important piece of
legislation. Mothers, daughters, sisters, grand-
mothers and aunts across America deserve all
the information and resources possible when
concerning their physical health. When we
empower scientists, women and their doctors
with knowledge, we take another step towards
finding a cure.
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ACKNOWLEDGING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF THE REVEREND JESSE
JACKSON

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 5, 2011

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, this year, a
memorial honoring the late Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. was finally unveiled on the National
Mall. This unveiling, which occurs during the
presidency of the first African-American Presi-
dent of the United States, is, for many, the
culmination of the movement for equality and
civil rights that began with Dr. King in the
1950s and 60s.

However, those of us who have carried Dr.
King’s dream forward to the present under-
stand that history isn’t so neat and clean.
While the arc of history does bend toward jus-
tice, it bends only because advocates for jus-
tice, peace, and human dignity have dedicated
their lives to bending that arc through their
leadership, determination, and sheer force of
will.

My friend, the Revered Jesse Jackson, is
one of those people. From his days standing
alongside Dr. King in Selma, to his
groundbreaking run for the presidency in
1988, Reverend Jackson’s commitment to an
uncompromising vision of racial harmony and
economic opportunity for all Americans has in-
spired millions.

Perhaps the work Reverend Jackson is best
known for are his efforts to fulfill the promise
of America’s great democratic experiment. Our
history books teach us that the America estab-
lished by our Founding Fathers purported to
endow each American with certain funda-
mental rights. However, we all know that cer-
tain residents of this country—African-Amer-
ican slaves, immigrants, women, and those
without property—were left out of this original
social contract. Reverend Jackson has spent
his life trying to remedy this failing—to expand
the membership of our social contract and en-
sure that everyone feels welcome in our big,
loud American family.

That's exactly what Reverend Jackson was
doing when he founded the National Rainbow
Coalition in 1984 and later ran for President in
1988. All of a sudden, millions of new voters—
the young, ethnically and racially diverse mi-
norities, the poor, and the politically
marginalized all felt like they had a voice and
a candidate who spoke for them. For the first
time, many of them felt like they had owner-
ship and a stake in the direction of their coun-
try. They realized they had power. I'm certain
that the young people currently making head-
lines with their “occupation” of Wall Street
owe much of their movement’s energy to the
groundwork laid down by Reverend Jackson in
1988, when he reminded America that “people
power” is the only surefire way to successfully
challenge an entrenched and corrupt power
structure that favors a wealthy few.

Jesse Jackson has spent the last 50 years
bending the arc of history towards justice. It is
hard work, and a lesser man might be getting
tired. For Reverend Jesse Jackson, the work
of creating a more perfect union continues.
Just last week, he marched with me through
the streets of Detroit and spoke out on behalf
of 41,000 mothers and children in Michigan
who risk losing their access to the basic ne-
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cessities of life because of cruel and mis-
guided government policies. He was there to
give a voice to the voiceless. That's just what
he does. Mr. Speaker, this is why | am proud
to acknowledge Reverend Jackson on the
floor today for his life, his tremendous legacy,
and, most of all, for the work that is yet to
come.

———

A CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION
RECOGNIZING DR. MARY AGNA
ON HER INDUCTION IN TO THE
GREENE COUNTY WOMEN’S HALL
OF FAME

HON. STEVE AUSTRIA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 5, 2011

Mr. AUSTRIA. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
people of Ohio’s Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict, | rise today to recognize Dr. Mary Agna
for her induction into the Greene County
Women’s Hall of Fame.

Dr. Mary Agna, along with five other can-
didates, was selected from a pool of many
worthy women to receive this honor, and thus,
she was nominated for her great endeavors in
the field of public health.

Dr. Agna was the first woman Health Com-
missioner in Greene County, where she
served from 1963 until 1970. During this time
she started the first home care program within
the County Health Department. She was also
an Associate Professor and Vice Chair of the
Department of Family Medicine and Commu-
nity Health at the Wright State School of Medi-
cine from 1979 to 1987, and, continues today
as Emeritus Associate Professor. She also
served on the State Public Health Council
from 1974 unti1 1981. This council is the pri-
mary rule-making body for the State Depart-
ment of Health. Her vision and leadership led
to Greene County being recognized by the
Ohio Council of Home Health Agencies and
the Ohio Department of Health as one of
Ohio’s premier home health agencies.

Thus, with great pride, | congratulate Dr.
Mary Agna for her exemplary service to
Greene County and extend best wishes for the
future.

———

PEOPLE’S MOJAHEDIN
ORGANIZATION OF IRAN

HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 5, 2011

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, last July, the DC
U.S. Court of Appeals found that People’s
Mojahedin Organization of Iran, PMOI/MEK,
was not awarded due process when their peti-
tion to be removed as a terrorist organization
was denied by the State Department. The
Court ordered the State Department in con-
junction with the Attorney General to review
the decision and make a decision.

But | stand here today, over 500 days after
the Court made this decision, and the State
Department still has not given a response.
Every day of delay means another day where
peaceful MEK democratic leaders and activists
are at risk.
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