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and supplier of plastics for the automobile in-
dustry. The third pillar of the company group
Otto Bock is Sycor. Formerly part of the com-
puter department of Otto Bock, the information
and communication technology company de-
velops customized solutions for company net-
works.

Otto Bock’s Rochester Hills facility will focus
on advanced products and manufacturing of
technologies of noise-reducing NVH Foam
Parts for automotive engines and will eventu-
ally bring nearly $14 million in capital invest-
ments and 100 jobs to our community.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to welcome the
entire Otto Bock family to Michigan’s 9th Con-
gressional District and | am honored to recog-
nize Otto Bock Polyurethane Technologies
and the dedicated individuals who work to
maintain its mission of innovation. | know that
the leadership of Otto Bock will find some of
the best engineers and skilled workers in the
world here to further its work in advanced
technology and manufacturing. | look forward
to Otto Bock maintaining its strong tradition of
innovation, excellence and good corporate citi-
zenship in our communities for many decades
to come.

———

MS. RITA LACEY

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
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Wednesday, October 12, 2011

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Rita Lacey of Close the Loop, for her excellent
work as an entrepreneur. Ms. Lacey has man-
aged to merge business and the phrase “Re-
duce, Reuse, Recycle” through her business,
Close the Loop LLC.

Close the Loop LLC began in 2000. Ms.
Lacey started a new venture with no back-
ground in sales or accounting. lts aim was to
help United States manufacturers of recycled
products build the demand for their products
made from recycled materials. By 2008, Close
the Loop had shipped more than 7 million
pounds of rubber mulch and more than
130,000 pounds of plastic fencing.

In 2009, a time of economic downturn led
Ms. Lacey’s company to get more socially in-
volved in the community. Close the Loop orga-
nized free community events such as “Give
and Take Days,” during which community
members donated items they no longer need-
ed and took items they could use. Ms. Lacey
has passed her business knowledge to others
by offering free workshops and classes at
Careerlink in Tannersville and the Monroe
County Chamber of Commerce. She shows
unemployed and underemployed people how
they can start their own business while on a
limited budget. | commend Ms. Lacey for all
she has done as an entrepreneur and a phi-
lanthropist.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud the efforts that Rita
Lacey has made. It is citizens such as Ms.
Lacey that make Northeastern Pennsylvania a
wonderful place to live and work. In these
struggling times, it is wonderful to see all of
the positive work Ms. Lacey is doing to pro-
mote her community.
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF MR.
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Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in celebrating
the life of Mr. Richard “Foz” Ryan, teacher,
coach and community servant, who passed
away this week on Monday, October 10, 2011.

A native of East St. Louis, lllinois, Foz Ryan
was a competitive athlete who blended his in-
terests in education and sports as a highly
successful coach. Foz coached an impressive
array of sports over a 36 year career, includ-
ing basketball, football, cross country, track
and volleyball. The lessons learned by his ath-
letes enabled them to achieve success, not
only in their athletic pursuits, but in life as well.

Foz never faced a worthy cause he did not
champion or an event he could not organize.
He became involved with the Special Olym-
pics over 30 years ago and was a dedicated
supporter of that organization ever since.
While Foz was honored for his years of serv-
ice to Special Olympics he noted that his true
reward came through his interaction with the
Special Olympics athletes.

Through his work with the Knights of Colum-
bus and the Ancient Order of Hibernians, Foz
organized and initiated a number of commu-
nity events, including the annual St. Patrick’s
Day parade in Belleville, lllinois, which was
founded through Foz’s initiative and which has
grown in popularity every year.

Always proud of his Irish ancestry, Foz
made several trips to Ireland and worked tire-
lessly to promote an appreciation for Irish her-
itage within his community. He was honored
as the “Hibernian of the Year” and held every
office of his local chapter of the Ancient Order
of Hibernians.

Foz Ryan’s lifetime of achievement was ac-
complished through his roles as a teacher,
coach, mentor, volunteer, fund-raiser and
community servant. He is now reunited with
his wife, Shirley, to whom he was married for
44 years and who preceded him in death in
2000. Foz is survived by three children, The-
resa, Timothy and Patrick, and eight grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating the life of Mr. Richard “Foz”
Ryan, offering our best wishes to his family
and recognizing the indelible mark he left on
his community and in the hearts of everyone
who knew him.

———

A GOTHAM HEART—IN HONOR OF
AN AMERICAN HERO, PFC BYRAN
A. DILBERIAN, JR., UNITED
STATES ARMY, 10TH MOUNTAIN
DIVISION, 1ST BATTALION, 32ND
INFANTRY REGIMENT

HON. MICHAEL G. GRIMM

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 12, 2011

Mr. GRIMM. Mr. Speaker, on July 1, 2011
PFC Bryan Dilberian, Jr., while on patrol in

Arghandab Valley in Afghanistan, was nearly
killed by an Improvised Explosive Device that
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took both of Bryan’s legs and an arm. His

brother in arms, SPC Jimmy Waters died lit-

erally in his arms from the same IED explo-
sion.

But, because of his Gotham Heart and ex-
traordinary will to live, and not just live but
flourish, he is now walking less than three
months from the day he lost his legs. His
courage is a lesson to us all in the resilience
of the human spirit. PFC Dilberian and his
wonderful family make us all proud to be
Americans; their faith, courage, and character
throughout this trying ordeal is an inspiration,
and like all Wounded Warriors, are shining ex-
amples for our nation. | submit this poem
penned by Mr. Albert Caswell to honor PFC
Bryan Dilberian Jr. of The Tenth Mountain Di-
vision from Brooklyn, New York and his fallen
brother in arms SFC Jimmy Waters.

A GOTHAM HEART
(By Mr. Albert Caswell)

A Gotham Heart!

And from this Gotham City of great con-
sequence!

Has but come such a fine young Man, to all
hearts to so enhance!

A Man of such heart and soul, to warm our
hearts when they are cold!

Oh yes my Lord, something so special so. . .
as but such a sheer work of art, to be-
hold!

One Mountain of a Man! Tenth Mountain . . .
““The Chosen’” . . . America’s Son,

who makes all of us so very proud this one!

As One of The Band of Brothers, known as
10th Mountain Men!

Angels put upon this earth, to but protect us
all our Lord has sent!

Oh to be A Tenth Mountain Man!

Magnificent . .. Magnificent . . . Magnifi-
cent!

And so gallantly off to war, for all of us he
so went!

Who upon battlefields of honor bright!

One of Brooklyn’s best, who so makes all our
hearts ignite!

As so soon Bryan, you began your new fight!

While, out on patrol . . . as you so stood at
death’s door that night!

Losing your two strong legs, and arm of
might!

As the tears rolled down your most precious
eyes, this sight!

And your Brother In Arms SPC James
Waters, almost in your arms so died!

As the Angels cried, The Angels Cried!

As there they found you together side by side

And Bryan, you so said to yourself, I will
live! I will not die!

Armed now, with only the kind of courage
that makes the Angels cry!

As Bryan you so wiped away all of those
tears from your most brilliant eyes!

To so teach as all, how high a heart can rise!

All about, what within a Gotham Heart so
lies!

Even Batman, doesn’t have such a Gotham
Heart as comprised!

With such courage and faith, oh how Bryan
you make us cry!

As you were off running, for you had moun-
tains to so climb!

In less than three months Bryan, you would
walk with your head held high!

Making your wonderful Mother Mary Jane,
and your family so cry!

With your heart as big as New York City,
full of courage . . . as tall as any build-
ing does rise!

Yea, The Beasty Boys aught to write a song
about your life . . . Word!

Don’t Sleep to Brooklyn, might be one of the
lines!
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