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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, October 17, 2011, at 2 p.m. 

House of Representatives 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2011 

The House met at 9 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Almighty God of the universe, we 

give You thanks for giving us another 
day. 

We pray for the gift of wisdom to all 
with great responsibility in this House 
for the leadership of our Nation. 

May all the Members have the vision 
of a world where respect and under-
standing are the marks of civility, and 
where honor and integrity are the 
marks of one’s character. 

As Members take time in the coming 
week for constituency visits, give them 
the ability to hear the voices of all in 
their districts so that when they return 
they are focused on the important 
work to be done. 

Bless this day and every day. And 
may all that is done within these hal-
lowed halls be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 

from Tennessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN) 

come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side. 

f 

PRESTONWOOD PREGNANCY 
CENTER 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
Prestonwood Pregnancy Center in Dal-
las, Texas, for being an outstanding 
and vital resource in its community. 

Our Nation was founded upon the be-
lief that all men, regardless of status, 
are entitled to the most precious of 
rights: the right to life. The 
Prestonwood Center has worked to pro-
tect the lives of the unborn for the last 
20 years, acting as a resource for more 
than 48,000 clients, many of whom have 
chosen life simply because they had 
someone to talk to who cared. 

The center provides guidance, edu-
cation, and medical services to women 
and families in north Texas and main-
tains a highly trained and knowledge-
able staff dedicated to protecting the 

sanctity of human life. I applaud the 
Prestonwood Center’s commitment to 
life and to serving its community. 

God bless you. God bless America. I 
salute you. 

f 

POLICE OFFICER DEREK KOTECKI 

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, on 
Wednesday, October 12, tragedy struck 
my home town of Lower Burrell, Penn-
sylvania. That night, Police Officer 
Derek Kotecki was shot during an 
armed confrontation with a wanted 
criminal. He is believed to be the first 
Lower Burrell police officer ever to be 
killed in the line of duty. 

Patrolman Kotecki was a 1989 grad-
uate of Burrell High School and had 
been a local police officer for 18 years. 
At the time of his death, Patrolman 
Kotecki was Lower Burrell’s K–9 officer 
and a regular and respected face at 
community events throughout the 
year. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
praying for the family he left behind. 
We hope that his wife, two sons, and 
his parents know that Lower Burrell 
will always remember Derek’s bravery 
and valor. He died serving the commu-
nity he loved, and for that we are for-
ever grateful. 

f 

LEVI ZACHARY ALEXANDER 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 
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