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in our day and age,” says Jesus Chavez,
Bowie’s current principal and a former Socorro
administrator, “l| can't even imagine what they
went through in 1949.”

A month after their victory the Socorro play-
ers visited Bowie to present championship
rings—not awarded in 1949—to the eight sur-
viving Bears. A new Bowie High sits on an old
melon field that in ‘49 was part of Mexico but
in 1963 passed into the U.S. as part of the
Chamizal Settlement between the two coun-
tries.

If the borderland remains its protean self, in
one respect it's as hard as a barrier can be:
While Juarez becomes an ever more
Hobbesian hell of drug violence, in which
more than 8,000 people have been murdered
over the past three years, El Paso remains vir-
tually immune. Bowie nonetheless serves the
second-poorest zip code in the U.S. The an-
nual median income in the Segundo Barrio
languishes below $20,000, and 68.8 percent
of the children in Bowie’s catchment area are
considered at risk. Chavez says, “This school
is about facing adversity, moving forward and
beating the odds.”

The 1949 Bears and their young counter-
parts from Socorro gathered near the com-
memorative display in Bowie’s Fine Arts Build-
ing, where a visitor can punch up audio of
Nemo Herrera’s collect calls back to KTSM
Radio. The 400 people on hand included
Peter Contreras, assistant athletic director of
the state’s University Interscholastic League,
the high school sanctioning body that hadn’t
seen fit to properly lodge or honor the Bears
60 years earlier. That Contreras is Hispanic is
only one of uncountable examples of how
times have changed. As for the old slights, the
49ers were “always very restrained how they
responded,” says Reyes Mata, the South Side
native who helped organize the event. “They
always maintained their dignity.”

What did they become, Nemo Herrera’s
barrio boys from El Paso and San Antonio?
Judges and produce barons and big-city post-
masters. Mechanics and firefighters and civil
servants. Opticians and claims adjusters and
veterans, many of them decorated. An out-
sized number chose Nemoesque professions:
teaching, educational administration, coaching.

Rocky Galarza, the old third baseman, put
an open-air boxing ring behind his South Side
tavern. He plucked kids off the streets, and if
the streets pulled them back, as they briefly
did eventual WBF lightweight champ Juan
(Ernie) Lazcano, Galarza would simply wait
until they returned, wiser, to the sanctuary of
his ring. The best ones ultimately made their
way to L.A. or Dallas or Houston, where
someone else cashed in on them; Galarza, in
cowboy boots and jeans, his black hair flowing
as he worked a guy out, simply turned to the
next kid to save. One night in 1997 one of
Galarza’s barmaids shot and killed him in his
sleep. Seven years later, on the eve of a title
fight in Las Vegas, Lazcano told Bill Knight of
the El Paso Times, “Sometimes, when I'm
asleep, | still see him, still hear him. He’s tell-
ing me, ‘Come on, Champ, don’t give up.
Feint. Don’t just stand there. Move your feet.’
It's nice to know, isn't it, that if you do some-
thing special for people the way Rocky did,
that you live on through them?”

Andy Morales, the license-plate-spotting
second baseman, also “went Nemo,” as the
old Bears put it. After winning a football schol-
arship to New Mexico and serving in Korea
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with the Navy, he became baseball coach at
El Paso’s Austin High. There, in the early ’70s,
he taught the game to an Anglo kid named
Chris Forbes, who grew up to coach Socorro
to that 2009 state title. Morales followed the
Bulldogs as they made a familiar way east
through the draw, to Midland and greater Aus-
tin, as excited as he had been as a Bowie
Bear. He was amazed that a dozen spirit
buses would make the trip from El Paso for
the final.

As for Herrera himself, he remained at
Bowie until 1960. “The [Bowie] boys knew lit-
tle of fundamentals,” he said upon leaving,
“and | was told | couldn’t teach them. But |
did.” He took a post at another barrio high
school, Edgewood of San Antonio. After one
year Herrera—by now known as el viejo, the
old man—returned to El Paso to coach base-
ball at Coronado High, a new, largely Anglo
school on the outskirts of town. “I couldn’t get
those guys to do a damn thing,” he would say.
“They had a car in the parking lot and a gal
on their arm.”

Upon reaching the mandatory retirement
age of 70, he returned one last time to San
Antonio, working as director of civilian recre-
ation at Kelly Air Force Base for 10 years be-
fore retiring again. He died in 1984. Herrera
remains the only Texas high school coach to
have won state titles in two sports, and his
name can be found throughout the barrios of
the two cities: on a scholarship fund, an ele-
mentary school and a baseball field in El
Paso; and on a scholarship fund, a basketball
court and the Kelly Air Force Base civilian rec
center in San Antonio. “It's almost a competi-
tion between the two cities to see who can
honor Nemo the most,” says his son Charles,
75.

Of the eight members of the 1949 Bowie
Bears siill living, the five in El Paso gather for
breakfast every few months at a Mexican res-
taurant on the East Side. Listen in, and you'll
hear the sounds of baseball: chatter, needling,
kibitzing, stories that reach across the years
and often involve their old coach. Not that it
matters particularly, but the banter is much
more likely to be in English than in Spanish.
And just so you know, Morales says, “For 60
years we’ve never lost a conversation.”

I know my time is up, Mr. Speaker.

I wanted to read the story of the 1949
Bowie Bears into the RECORD to cele-
brate Hispanic Heritage Month. This is
the end of Hispanic Heritage Month,
and I thought that would be an appro-
priate way to end the month.

I thank you for your indulgence.

—

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. KILDEE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of his
wife’s surgery.

—————

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reports that on October 13, 2011 she pre-
sented to the President of the United
States, for his approval, the following
bills.

H.R. 2944. To provide for the continued per-
formance of the functions of the United

October 14, 2011

States Parole Commission, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 3078. To implement the United States-
Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement.

H.R. 3079. To implement the United States-
Panama Trade Promotion Agreement.

H.R. 3080. To implement the United States-
Korea Free Trade Agreement.

H.R. 2832. To extend the Generalized Sys-
tem of Preferences, and for other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 4 o’clock and 26 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Tuesday, Octo-
ber 18, 2011, at 11 a.m.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3495. A letter from the Director, Program
Development & Regulatory Analysis, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Expansion of 911 Ac-
cess; Telecommunications Loan Program
(RIN: 0572-AC24) received October 5, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

3496. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Gypsy Moth Generally Infested Areas;
Additions in Indiana, Maine, Ohio, Virginia,
West Virginia, and Wisconsin [Docket No.:
APHIS-2010-0075] received October 3, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

3497. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Golden Nematode; Removal of Regu-
lated Areas [Docket No.: APHIS-2011-0036] re-
ceived October 3, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

3498. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Phytosaniarty Treatments; Location
of and Process for Updating Treatment
Schedules; Technical Amendment [Docket
No.: APHIS-2008-0022] (RIN: 0579-AC94) re-
ceived October 3, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

3499. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Changes
in Flood Elevation Determinations [Docket
ID: FEMA-2011-0002] received October 5, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

3500. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Suspen-
sion of Community Eligibility [Docket ID:
FEMA-2011-0002] [Internal Agency Docket
No.: FEMA-8199] received October 5, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

3501. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Standards; Electronic Sta-
bility Control Systems [Docket No.: NHTSA-
2011-0140] (RIN: 2127-AL02) received Sep-
tember 23, 2011, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.
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