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the late Beatrice. They loved to travel, and vis-
ited more than 100 countries during their life
together. | offer my deepest condolences to
his three sons, Paul, Kurt, and John. The Old
Book tells us that “the Lord is close to the bro-
kenhearted,” and that is my prayer for you.
During this difficult time may you find solace in
faith and family.
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Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor and commend Mr. James L. Meyer
for his unfailing service to Alexandria and
Central Louisiana. Due to his prominent and
tireless efforts for our great state, his legacy
will live on as the Alexandria International Air-
port Commercial Terminal will now be named
the James L. Meyer Commercial Terminal.

Mr. Meyer’'s ambitious career started at Lou-
isiana Tech University where he earned two
degrees: one in Chemical Engineering and the
latter in Civil Engineering. After his marriage to
Mrs. Joy in August of 1957, he served as an
officer in United States Air Force from 1957
until 1960. He eventually returned to Alexan-
dria where Mr. Meyer was employed as a de-
sign engineer.

In 1968, he decided to start his own engi-
neering firm. While growing James L. Meyer &
Associates—his consulting, engineering, and
surveying firm—to a successful business with
five locations across Louisiana, he also held
numerous board positions and received many
distinguishable awards for serving his region.

Mr. Meyer's presidency for the Central Lou-
isiana Chamber of Commerce and becoming
the first Chairman of the England Authority are
the reasons he is being honored today. His
services from both positions evolved a military
base closure into a commercial international
airport; therefore, air passengers were dou-
bled and millions of dollars were brought into
region through capital construction.

Mr. Meyer's efforts reflect how one dedi-
cated person can affect an entire region and
his life should be an inspiration to others. His
career has brought honor and pride to his
family, friends, community, and the state of
Louisiana. | congratulate Mr. Meyer upon his
legacy that will be known as James L. Meyer
Commercial Terminal.

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. LARRY
DICHIARA FOR BEING NAMED SU-
PERINTENDENT OF THE YEAR
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to pay tribute to a special school
superintendent today, Dr. Larry DiChiara.

Dr. DiChiara was named Superintendent of
the Year by the School Superintendents of
Alabama in October 2011.

Dr. DiChiara has always been committed to
teaching and helping students. He was a
former principal, teacher and coach from
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Loachapoka Elementary and High Schools in
Lee County, Alabama, before taking over at
Phenix City Schools in Russell County.

I'm proud to congratulate Dr. DiChiara on
this great achievement and hope he will con-
tinue his service for many years to come to
our children, parents, teachers and our com-
munity. Congratulations!
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Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join Indian country in mourning the death of
Elouise Cobell, who passed away on Sunday,
October 16. Her role as lead plaintiff in the
historic Cobell v. Salazar litigation has forever
changed the way the federal government
views the trust responsibility with Native Amer-
icans. Elouise Cobell was a true Indian leader.

She was born Elouise Catherine Pepion,
November 5, 1945, on the Blackfeet Nation
reservation located on the eastern edge of
Glacier National Park in Montana. After grad-
uating from Great Falls Business College, she
became an accountant and rancher. Later,
Elouise served as Treasurer for the Blackfeet
Nation for 13 years and helped found the first
all Indian owned national bank.

It was during her time as tribal treasurer that
she realized the royalty checks received by
tribal members seemed substantially lower
than the value of the resources owned. She
learned as much as she could about the way
the federal government handled the Indian
trust fund accounts and found that over dec-
ades, others in Indian country had claimed the
funds were badly mismanaged.

In the mid 1980s Elouise, already frustrated
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, BIA, came to
Congress looking for assistance and justice for
all Individual Indian Money account holders.
All she wanted was what all of us expect from
our banker—to know how much is in each ac-
count and a showing that the balance was
correct.

In 1992, the House Government Operations
Committee issued a report titled, “Misplaced
Trust: The BIA’s Mismanagement of the Indian
Trust Fund.” The report called the BIA’s man-
agement of Indian trust funds “grossly inad-
equate in numerous important respects.” It fur-
ther found that the BIA had “failed to fulfill its
fiduciary duties to beneficiaries of the Indian
Trust Fund.”

Congress passed the American Indian Trust
Fund Management Reform Act of 1994 to give
account holders more control over, and ac-
cess to, their funds, and to provide a model to
reform the system. Unfortunately, little was
changed at the BIA. Fed up and frustrated
with stonewalling and continued mismanage-
ment, in 1996 Elouise filed a class-action law-
suit on behalf of more than 500,000 Indians at
a time when no one else would.

In 1999, the United States District Court for
the District of Columbia confirmed what Indian
country had always known—the Department of
the Interior had breached its trust obligation to
Indians in handling Indian funds. Fourteen
years after the case was first filed, 220 days
of trial, 80 court decisions, and two contempt
citations against Cabinet secretaries later,
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President Obama signed into law the land-
mark $3.4 billion settlement for the Indian ac-
count holders.

Because of Elouise and the litigation that
she initiated, the Department of Interior has
made numerous changes to the way it does
business with respect to Indian funds and trust
resources. Seattle University Law School In-
dian Law Professor Eric Eberhard said there is
“no doubt that Elouise Cobell changed the
legal landscape when it comes to Indian law
and the federal government’s trust responsibil-
ities.”

Against all odds, Elouise persevered with
her commitment to the issue. Since the early
1990s, the Committee on Natural Resources
held numerous hearings on the issue associ-
ated with the handling of Indian trust funds. It
was during my tenure as Chairman of the Nat-
ural Resources Committee that | had the privi-
lege and honor of getting to know and work
with Elouise. Her dedication to this issue was
bar none.

Elouise won so many battles; the only one
she lost was to the cancer that took her from
us too soon. She will be remembered for her
strength, courage, and positive outlook. We
can honor her life by continuing the work she
started.

| ask that my colleagues join me in cele-
brating the life of Elouise Cobell and her many
achievements, and in expressing our sincere
condolences to her husband Alvin, her son
Turk, and all her family and friends.

———
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Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor and remember Mrs. Nita Thomas,
whose life and countless contributions to this
world should be celebrated by all.

The definitive Southern woman, Nita pos-
sessed outstanding character, unwavering
faith and matchless elegance. She carried her-
self with such charisma and poise guaranteed
to light up every room she entered.

Her deep devotion to her family and friends
is one of her most memorable qualities. With
each encounter, Nita’s love and joy she felt for
her loved ones was evident. | extend my
deepest condolences to those this wonderful
mother and grandmother leaves behind.

In Acts 20:35, the Lord Jesus himself said
“it is more blessed to give than to receive.”
She was a champion for those with special
needs and passionately worked to ensure
each person was met with an accepting heart.
With all that Nita gifted to everyone she came
across, it is indeed apparent she lived her life
by these words.

Nita grew in Jackson Parish, where she was
taught to love thy neighbor as thyself. She
never lost touch with her roots. Nita had the
stature and charm to walk with those in the
upper echelons of power, but she had the
grace and dignity to remember those whom
society had forgotten.

Today, our words may seem futile in com-
parison to the indelible mark Nita left in our
hearts. Some say—and | honestly believe—
that the heart has its own memory, one that is
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