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the way. Stop helping. You don’t have
the answers, just get out of the way.

If folks go, as you have gone, Mr.
Speaker, to jobs.gop.gov, they see this
House’s effort to get government out of
the way. And we’ve been successful. We
were successful in passing the repeal of
the President’s health care bill’s 1099
provision that burdens small busi-
nesses, and the President signed that
bill. We’ve been successful in passing
three free trade agreements, and the
President has signed. As we know, we
have manufacturing surpluses with
every nation with which we have a free
trade agreement.

But the work still has to be done, Mr.
Speaker. There are jobs bills lan-
guishing in the Senate. We call them
the ‘‘forgotten 15°—15 bills that the
Senate could pass tomorrow to get gov-
ernment out of the way and get Ameri-
cans back to work.

Two pockets we have, Mr. Speaker,
the American taxpayers’ pocket and
the pocket that contains the job-kill-
ing regulations that we can repeal

today. Let’s choose correctly, Mr.
Speaker—let’s get jobs.gop.gov, let’s
get this agenda done.
————
KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. OLSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent recently came before the people’s
House and asked ‘‘whether, in the face
of an ongoing national crisis, we can
stop the political circus and actually
do something to help the economy.”
Well, Mr. Speaker, House Republicans
agree circus time is over. And that’s
why we have passed 15 jobs bills that
remain stuck in the Senate majority
leader’s inbox.

One of those jobs bills is the Key-
stone XL pipeline that imports oil from
Canada and will create over 340,000—let
me say that again—340,000 American
jobs by 2015, 27,000 of those jobs in my
home State of Texas, while bringing in
new revenue, all without costing the
taxpayer one single dime.

When the Keystone XL pipeline is
fully operational, we will get more oil
from Canada than we currently import
from Saudi Arabia. Replacing OPEC oil
with Canadian oil increases our energy
security. And if we increase our energy
security, we increase our national se-
curity.

If we do not seize this opportunity,
China will gladly take the oil from
Canada that the Canadians want us to
have. While the President tours the Na-
tion promoting a new half-trillion-dol-
lar stimulus plan, approval of the Key-
stone XL pipeline remains stalled.

Mr. Speaker, the President can jump-
start our economy and stop the polit-
ical circus by approving the Keystone
XL pipeline. The ball is in his court.

———

YUCCA MOUNTAIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WooODALL). The Chair recognizes the
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gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
DUNCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, everyone knows that Wash-
ington isn’t very popular right now,
and a big reason why is that too often
our leaders make decisions that lack
common sense. When we need to cut
spending, Washington finds a way to
spend more. When we need to create
jobs, Washington piles on new regula-
tions that put Americans out of work.
When we spend billions of dollars to
create a safe, permanent storage facil-
ity for our country’s nuclear waste,
politics gets in the way, and that facil-
ity is shut down.

Like millions of Americans across
the country, I'm tired that politics is
getting in the way, and I'm looking to
bring some common sense back to this
Republic.

And as you know, Mr. Speaker,
there’s no better example of putting
politics before country than the case of
Yucca Mountain. Yucca Mountain is a
multibillion-dollar project that was
supposed to be the solution for storing
our country’s nuclear materials. Rate-
payers in States like South Carolina,
ratepayers like my constituents, have
poured billions of dollars into the de-
velopment of Yucca Mountain as a nu-
clear repository.

Mr. Speaker, this administration
needs to understand that America runs
by the rule of law, and depositing our
nuclear waste at Yucca Mountain is
the law of the land. This administra-
tion does not get to make willy-nilly
decisions to benefit supporters without
congressional approval. And when Con-
gress spoke, in the National Waste Pol-
icy Act, it made Yucca Mountain the
law of the land.

I was deeply disappointed when the
Presidential candidates were recently
asked about Yucca Mountain. I was as-
tonished that these good folks would
echo the failed rhetoric of Senator
HARRY REID. And I would remind all
the Presidential candidates of the Fed-
eral Government’s promise to con-
struct a long-term storage facility for
the legacy weapons materials tempo-
rarily being stored in South Carolina.
And I would remind them that this is
the law of the land. I suspect that
many South Carolina voters, including
myself, will expect to hear the Presi-
dential candidates’ plan to solve this
problem during their next visit to the
Palmetto State.
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But let’s talk about the states’ rights
aspect of this. Where is South Caro-
lina’s right to be rid of this waste? This
is a federally created problem, the re-
sidual waste of our Cold War weapons
programs. Whole towns in my district
were relocated by the Federal Govern-
ment to create the Savannah River
site. I'm not saying that we don’t want
the Savannah River site to continue
the important nuclear nonproliferation
work of the Nation. And I commend
NNSA’s recent announcement con-
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cerning the conversion of some of the
plutonium material into mixed oxide
fuel for commercial reactors. What I
am saying is that the Nation needs to
do right by South Carolina and fulfill
the promise to take care of the radio-
active waste and get it out of our
State.

Yucca Mountain is a geologically sta-
ble location; it’s the right location for
the job. It doesn’t get much rain, it’s in
the middle of nowhere; and when it
does rain, the arid climate evaporates
the water. But let’s take, for instance,
that it may rain a lot one day. For
leakage to happen at Yucca Mountain
would require that little bit of water
that doesn’t evaporate to transpose
through a thousand feet of granite-like
rock. And then it’s going to get to our
concrete vault, and inside that con-
crete vault are stainless steel can-
isters. So the water erodes and trans-
fers through a thousand feet of granite
rock, through the concrete, through
the stainless steel, and it comes in con-
tact with radioactive glass, glassified
material that it’s got to erode. And
then the water has to transfer that ma-
terial through more stainless steel,
through more concrete, through an-
other thousand feet of nonporous rock,
down to an aquifer that is a closed sys-
tem.

This is why Yucca Mountain is the
right place to do the job. No one thinks
that rolling fields next to a river that
is a water source for two States, as it
is at Savannah River site, is a long-
term answer to nuclear waste disposal.
The sooner we recognize this, the soon-
er we can deal with the real problem.

Now the Department of Energy’s blue
ribbon commission is circulating a
draft report on the future of America’s
nuclear waste, including the nuclear
waste currently being temporarily
stored at the Savannah River site. The
Savannah River site can only be a
short-term home for this waste. The
best long-term outlook for the waste of
this sort is in a deep geological site,
hence the need for Yucca Mountain.
The waste stored at Savannah River
site can be processed for a number of
purposes, but ultimately this waste
needs to go deep underground.

Mr. Speaker, I urge representative
Lee Hamilton and General Brent Scow-
croft, the cochairs of the blue ribbon
commission, to reconsider their draft
report to include Yucca Mountain as
the long-term disposal site that Con-
gress mandated.

Americans have already given bil-
lions of dollars to the State of Nevada
for the construction of a safe, long-
term storage site for nuclear material.
President Obama and Senator REID
shouldn’t be able to have it both ways;
Nevada must either rebate the billions
of dollars already spent on Yucca
Mountain or stand out of the way and
allow the facility to open for business.
It would create jobs in the State of Ne-
vada. South Carolina has unfairly car-
ried the burden for storing nuclear ma-
terial for decades already. It’s time for
this waste to move on.
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