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APPROVING KEYSTONE PIPELINE
WILL CREATE JOBS AND BOOST
AMERICAN ENERGY INDEPEND-
ENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, President
Obama has been going around the
country saying that he is taking action
through Executive order because ‘‘we
can’t wait’”’ on the Congress. However,
he has just said that he is going to put
the largest job-creating project in
America on ice.

When it comes to creating jobs and
providing additional resources for en-
ergy, the President can wait. In fact,
he’s putting the Keystone pipeline off
until after the 2012 election. That is
nonsense and hypocritical.

This pipeline will not only create
tens of thousands of jobs, it will also
help to dramatically reduce our de-
pendence on oil from despotic Middle
Eastern petrostates. By blocking and
delaying this important project, the
Obama administration is standing
squarely in the way of economic
growth and energy independence.

It’s time to get serious about approv-
ing this pipeline. It has broad support,
and its builders have demonstrated a
strong willingness to do what it takes
to reduce potential environmental im-
pact, even going so far as to propose
changing its route.

Mr. Speaker, this project makes
sense for our economy and for our na-
tional security and energy independ-
ence. It’s long past time the Obama ad-
ministration stopped Dblocking its
progress, because the American people
can’t wait on this issue.

But the President again seems obliv-
ious to the fact that we have a real un-
employment rate of approximately 26
million people. I want to read some in-
formation put out by the Republican
Conference this morning.

‘““According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, the number of Americans
who are either unemployed, under-
employed, or not searching because
they’ve been discouraged by the job
market has reached 26 million people.
In October, nearly 14 million workers
were unemployed, with an additional
8.9 million working part time because
they could not find full-time work.
There were also 2.5 million workers
who were available for work but had
stopped actively searching because of
the economic conditions. All told, over
16 percent of the U.S. workforce is now
unemployed or underemployed.” And
yvet the President won’t make a deci-
sion on the Keystone pipeline that
would create tens of thousands of jobs.

Republicans, though, have taken ac-
tion. We have over 20 bills sitting in
the Senate, introduced by Republicans
but passed by a bipartisan House ma-
jority, and these will all create jobs in
this country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the American
people to go to jobs.gop.gov and click
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on ‘‘track legislation’” for them to see
the evidence of what Republicans are
promoting in the House of Representa-
tives that is being stopped in the Sen-
ate. Yes, there is a do-nothing part of
the Congress, Mr. Obama, but that is in
the Senate, which is controlled by the
Democrats.

So again, I want to urge Americans
to go to jobs.gop.gov and click on
“track legislation.” Republicans have
the will to help create jobs in this
country through empowering small
businesses and reducing government
barriers to job creation, fixing the Tax
Code, boosting competitiveness, en-
couraging entrepreneurship, maxi-
mizing American energy production,
and paying down America’s
unsustainable debt burden and starting
to live within our means.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

HONORING OUR NATION’S
VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, this past Friday was Veterans
Day, the day we set aside to honor and
remember the service of our Nation’s
veterans. I know that most of my col-
leagues attended veterans events
throughout their districts. I was proud
to be at the American Freedom Fes-
tival, honoring our veterans, at a jobs
fair and a mega-concert at George
Mason University.

Although Veterans Day originally
honored those who fought in World War
I, in 1954 it was expanded to include the
remembrance of all veterans. And, in-
deed, every veteran deserves such
honor. They all chose to risk their
lives to protect us. They bravely an-
swered the call of their Nation. But,
sadly, too many died in defense of our
freedom. Of course, such noble service
would not be possible without the un-
wavering support of their families.

America is safer because of our vet-
erans, from those who served overseas
to those stationed here at home. We
properly award medals for individual
heroic actions, but it is their daily
dedication, courage, and valor that
makes each and every one of them an
American hero.

There are more than 21 million vet-
erans in the United States—73,000 in
my district, the 11th District of Vir-
ginia, alone. We celebrate their com-
mitment and their sacrifice, from the
Revolutionary War to the Iraq war.

But our remembrance must not end
simply by honoring their past service.
Upon leaving the military, many vet-
erans face significant challenges here
at home. Although more must be done,
the issue of providing care to our
wounded veterans has been well docu-
mented. I was pleased to join many of
my colleagues to support the largest
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single increase of funding for the Vet-
erans Administration in history.

However, there is a growing crisis
among our veterans. And I want to call
attention to the troubling unemploy-
ment rate for post-9/11 veterans, which,
at 12.4 percent, is one-third higher than
the national average. And as the troops
currently stationed in Iraq and Afghan-
istan begin coming home, it will only
get worse.

These are America’s heroes, men and
women who risk their lives to protect
our families. Congress repeatedly
comes together in a bipartisan fashion
to support our troops overseas. Ensur-
ing that our troops have the equipment
and personnel they need to accomplish
their mission has been a priority, but
it can’t be the only priority. It is long
past time that we show the same com-
mitment to our veterans when they
come home.

More than one in nine veterans who
left the service in the past decade is
currently unemployed. Jobs have to be
our top priority. We’ve got to move be-
yond lip service. If we really want to
help our veterans, hire them.

The President’s American Jobs Act
recognizes the overarching need to cre-
ate jobs. Our economy cannot fully re-
cover while so many Americans are un-
able to find work. The American Jobs
Act provides incentives for companies,
large and small, to hire additional
workers, and it cuts taxes on every
working American in order to further
spur economic demand.

Most importantly, the American
Jobs Act provides additional incentives
to companies when they hire veterans.
The Returning Heroes Tax Credit cuts
taxes for businesses that hire unem-
ployed veterans. The Wounded War-
riors Tax Credit offers even greater tax
cuts to businesses who hire unem-
ployed veterans with service-connected
disabilities. These dedicated men and
women aren’t looking for a handout;
they’re looking for an opportunity.
And the Senate has already acted on a
number of these proposals by the Presi-
dent.

I call on my colleagues to remember
that recognizing and honoring the sac-
rifices of our veterans doesn’t stop
when they leave the service. They need
jobs, and they need them now.

———
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THE NATIONAL RIGHT-TO-CARRY
RECIPROCITY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Mississippi (Mr. NUNNELEE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. NUNNELEE. Mr. Speaker, the
right of the people to keep and bear
arms shall not be infringed. The Sec-
ond Amendment is one of the corner-
stones of our liberty. That’s why this
morning I rise in support of H.R. 822,
the National Right-to-Carry Reci-
procity Act.

In Mississippi, approximately 45,000
people have concealed carry permits.
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