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Professorship of Microbiology at Weill Cornell
Medical College with a gift of $1 million. In
1991, Robert and Renée Belfer and his two
sisters and their husbands, Selma and Law-
rence Ruben and Anita and Jack Saltz, do-
nated $1.5 million to endow the Rochelle
Belfer Professorship in Medicine at the Col-
lege, and seven years later, the families con-
tributed $4 million to endow the College’s Ar-
thur B. Belfer Professorship in Genetic Medi-
cine and provide funding for its Arthur and Ro-
chelle Belfer Gene Therapy Core Facility. With
an $8 million gift to the College of Medicine in
2005, Robert and Renée Belfer established
The Arthur and Rochelle Belfer Institute of He-
matology and Medical Oncology, named in
honor of his parents. The Institute is advanc-
ing critical research in fields such as solid
tumor  biology, cancer genomics and
proteomics. Renée and Robert Belfer have
also devoted financial support to programs in
women’s health, and in 2003 donated $1 mil-
lion to create the Anti-Bioterrorism Project.

Renée and Robert Belfer have truly distin-
guished themselves on a multitude of fronts. A
graduate of Vassar College, Mrs. Belfer is de-
voted to education and the arts, serving on the
Board of Trustees of the Metropolitan Museum
of Art; as a Director of the Lincoln Center for
the Performing Arts; as an Overseer of the Al-
bert Einstein College of Medicine; an Execu-
tive Board Member of the American Friends of
the Israel Museum; and a Member of the
Chairman’s Circle of the Central Park Conser-
vancy, among the numerous illustrious non-
profit institutions she and her husband have
supported vigorously over the years. A grad-
uate of Columbia College and Harvard Law
School, Robert Belfer is a titan in the world of
business, enjoying a long career at the Belco
Petroleum Corporation, where he rose to be-
come Chairman, and currently serving as
Chairman of Belfer Management LLC, a pri-
vate firm specializing in the energy, real estate
and financial services sectors. He has been
an extraordinary supporter of a wide variety of
renowned educational and non-profit institu-
tions, serving as a Member of the Board of
Overseers and the Executive Committee of
the Weill Cornell Medical College; on the Vis-
iting Committee of Harvard University’'s Ken-
nedy School; a Trustee of the Dana Farber
Cancer Institute; a Member of the Board of
Governors of the American Jewish Committee
and the Weizmann Institute of Science; and
former Chair and current Member of the Board
of Trustees and Executive Committee of the
Albert Einstein College of Medicine. Together,
he and his wife established the Robert and
Renée Belfer Family Foundation, which has
unstintingly bestowed generous support on
worthwhile institutions like the Weill Cornell
College of Medicine. They raised children,
Rachelle (Malkin), Laurence, and Elizabeth,
and have five grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | request that my esteemed
colleagues join me in paying tribute to Renée
and Robert Belfer for their significant and en-
during contributions to the civic life of our na-
tion.
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Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 841 | was unable to make the vote. Had
| been present, | would have voted “nay.”

———
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Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize “The Best Damn Band in
the Land!”

In my opinion, there are not many more
electrifying and time-honored traditions in col-
lege sports than The Ohio State University
Marching Band’s presentation of “Script Ohio.”
Throughout the country, it would be hard to
find a college football fan that has not person-
ally witnessed or been told the tale of this truly
remarkable exhibition of music in motion. This
year marks the 75th anniversary since former
band director Eugene Weigel developed this
storied ritual, and today “Script Ohio” con-
tinues to bring immense pride to the university
and Buckeyes all over the world.

To me, attending an Ohio State football
game and observing the band’s elegance and
precision remains a breathtaking experience.
Along with other lifelong supporters of the
school, | consider watching “Script Ohio” a
considerably moving event, one that warms
the heart of any Buckeye. The flowing spelling
of those four letters stands as a monument to
our state and an appreciation that all Ohioans
cherish. As the band takes the field, fans
throughout The Horseshoe, whatever colors
they wear, quickly realize the significance of
the spectacle they are witnessing.

As a former member of the band | have had
the honor of forming “Script Ohio” countless
times. My time with the band remains one of
the most memorable and thrilling experiences
in my life. One of my fondest memories is per-
sonally watching the legendary Ohio State
Football Coach Woody Hayes dotting the “i”
before a game. Only a handful of non-band
members have ever been given the oppor-
tunity to take part in such a prestigious event.
Seeing Woody honored that way was a testa-
ment to his legacy and Ohio State’s respect
for tradition and honor.

It deeply pleases me to speak on behalf of
something that continuously fills me with pride:
The Ohio State University Marching Band.
Congratulations on the 75th anniversary of
Script Ohio. Go Bucks!

E2061
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to recognize Minnie’s Food Pantry, a
501(c)(3) agency in the Third Congressional
District of Texas that provides nutritious food,
free of charge, to families in underserved com-
munities. With the community’s outpouring of
financial donations and food collections,
Minnie’s Food Pantry is one of the largest
pantries in Collin County.

Founded in 2008 by Cheryl “Action” Jack-
son to honor her mother Minnie Hawthorne-
Ewing, the organization has partnered with in-
dividuals, businesses and farmers to alleviate
hunger and build community relationships.
This year, Minnie’s Food Pantry is hosting the
4th  Annual Thanksgiving Dinner Giveaway
“From Our Table to Yours.”

Just this year alone, Minnie’s Food Pantry
has fed over 23,000 people. This Thanks-
giving, Minnie’s Food Pantry will provide a
complete meal for more than 1,200 local fami-
lies.

| am pleased to recognize Minnie’s Food
Pantry, along with its Board of Directors, for its
invaluable contribution to combat hunger in
Collin County. It is an honor and a privilege to
represent this fine organization. It is organiza-
tions like Minnie’s that make North Texas a
great place to call home.

To Minnie Ewing and the great folks of
Minnie’s Food Pantry, God bless you, best
wishes for wonderful things to come, and
Happy Thanksgiving!
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Mr. KISSELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Robert Lee Mathis, who re-
cently passed away at the age of 77. Robert
was the first African American to be elected to
public office in Concord, North Carolina, and
led a life of service dedicated to his commu-
nity and his country.

A native of Cabarrus County, Robert Mathis
joined the U.S. Navy after school where he
served our nation honorably. Robert volun-
teered to put his life on the line in order to
protect the American people and American
values. He continued to live his life with this
same kind of selflessness even after his mili-
tary service came to an end.

Upon returning to Cabarrus County, Robert
Mathis was elected to the Concord Board of
Alderman, where he served for more than 15
years. Robert was the first African American to
be elected to public office in Concord, making
his election a landmark achievement for Afri-
can Americans in my district. Even as Robert
was holding local office and making history,
this was still not enough. Robert was addition-
ally a board chairman for the nonprofit Logan
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