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end illegal cotton subsidies to Amer-
ican farmers. We could produce $25 bil-
lion to $30 billion in savings from di-
rect payments, usually to large agri-
business interests; or, if we stop the ob-
scene process of giving more to crop in-
surance agents than to farmers, reform 
crop insurance, we could yield another 
$8 billion to $12 billion. This is entirely 
within our capacity. If the House goes 
along with this travesty, shame on us. 

The need to protect our children’s 
health has never been clearer. The 
costs have never been more manage-
able. Indeed, this will more than pay 
for itself in savings for lifetime costs of 
health care. It will damage people’s 
health and shorten lives. The ‘‘ketchup 
as vegetable’’ debacle of the Reagan 
era will look tame and sane by com-
parison. I strongly urge the House to 
reject this ill-advised initiative. 

f 

PASS THE BALANCED BUDGET 
AMENDMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. LANCE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, as of No-
vember 14, 2011, the United States na-
tional debt is $14.973 trillion, according 
to the Department of the Treasury. 
With pending security auctions this 
month, it is inevitable that the na-
tional debt will reach the unprece-
dented level of $15 trillion in the com-
ing weeks. When the national debt 
reaches $15 trillion, it means the U.S. 
debt-to-GDP ratio will reach 99.7 per-
cent, and our debt will equal $47,900 for 
every living American. 

Since President Obama took office in 
2009, the debt has gone up by $4.3 tril-
lion. In the last 50 years, the Federal 
Government has only managed to bal-
ance its budget five times, most re-
cently with President Clinton, a Demo-
crat, and Republican control of the 
United States House of Representatives 
and Senate. 

Washington now borrows approxi-
mately 40 percent of every dollar it 
spends. Foreign investors hold half of 
our Nation’s public debt and one-third 
of overall debt, not only from China, 
but from Japan, Great Britain, Saudi 
Arabia, and other places as well. 
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Admiral Mullen, the recently retired 

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
has rightly called the national debt 
‘‘the single biggest threat to our na-
tional security.’’ 

While we have made significant 
strides in reducing the cost of govern-
ment over the last few months, much 
more needs to be done. The primary 
focus of this Congress and our new 
leadership has been to restore fiscal 
sanity and fiscal restraint to the Fed-
eral Government. We must remember 
that the money in the Treasury is not 
our money but it is the people’s money, 
and we are charged with being good 
stewards of that money. 

There is only one way to ensure that 
future Congresses and Presidents, re-

gardless of party, are unable to return 
to the reckless, out-of-control spending 
of the past, and that is to pass a bal-
anced budget amendment to the United 
States Constitution. This week, Con-
gress will vote on a balanced budget 
amendment to the Constitution for the 
first time in 16 years. 

In 1995, following passage by the 
House of Representatives, the United 
States Senate came within one vote of 
sending a version of the balanced budg-
et amendment to the States for ratifi-
cation. Since then, our total national 
debt has almost tripled. Today’s pro-
posal is nearly identical with the one 
that passed the House of Representa-
tives with 72 Democratic votes in 1995. 

Amending our Constitution should 
not be taken lightly. I will support the 
balanced budget amendment because I 
believe it is the right thing to do to 
help get our Nation’s fiscal house in 
order. I would have preferred that the 
balanced budget amendment include a 
spending cap, but we need Democratic 
Members to achieve the necessary two- 
thirds majority required for a constitu-
tional amendment to be sent to the 
States for ratification. That is why the 
amendment we will be considering al-
most mirrors the 1995 text. 

Before coming to Congress, I served 
in the New Jersey State Legislature, 
where I successfully sought reforms to 
ensure that our State government was 
responsible with the people’s money. In 
2008, the people of New Jersey passed 
by State constitutional amendment to 
require voter approval for all issuance 
of State borrowing. I am proud to be 
able to do my part here in Washington 
as well. Most States, including New 
Jersey, are required to balance their 
State budgets. If the Federal Govern-
ment continues to spend what it does 
not have, the balanced budget amend-
ment would provide a much needed 
safeguard to restrict future spending. 

As someone who tries to be a student 
of American history, I know that a bal-
anced budget amendment is not a new 
idea. Thomas Jefferson was a strong 
proponent of the idea. He said: ‘‘I wish 
it were possible to obtain a single 
amendment to the Constitution. I 
would be willing to depend on that 
alone for the reduction of the adminis-
tration of our government.’’ He was re-
ferring to a balanced budget amend-
ment. Those were wise words when spo-
ken, and they are wise words today. 

Passing a balanced budget amend-
ment would also help move us closer to 
much needed economic certainty that 
our Nation desperately needs to boost 
the economy and help create jobs. 

When I was a boy and a young man, 
the fundamental issue confronting the 
Nation was the threat of the Soviet 
Union and international communism, 
the focus of evil in the modern world, 
as President Reagan said. 

The fundamental issue confronting 
the Nation in the 21st century is fiscal 
responsibility. Will our children live in 
a diminished America? Will the prom-
ise of America that each generation 

does better than the generation before 
it continue to exist? Will we continue 
to lead the world, or will leadership 
pass to China or India or to some other 
place? 

This is the great issue confronting 
the people of the United States, and it 
is the great issue confronting us here 
in Congress. Let us get our fiscal house 
in order. Let’s pass a balanced budget 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

f 

HONORING LANCE CORPORAL 
NICKOLAS DANIELS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise with a heavy heart to honor and 
recognize Marine Lance Corporal 
Nickolas Daniels. Lance Corporal Dan-
iels of Elmwood Park, Illinois, was 
tragically killed November 5 at the age 
of 25 while on patrol in the Helmand 
province of Afghanistan. 

I want to pass on my deepest condo-
lences to Nick’s family and those who 
knew him and share with them the 
thanks of a grateful Nation. 

Nick attended Elmwood Elementary 
School and graduated from St. Patrick 
High School in 2004, where he was an 
all-conference linebacker in football. 

Mr. Daniels, after going back to St. 
Pat’s to coach football, joined the Ma-
rines in 2010 to help achieve his goal of 
one day becoming a police officer. Nick 
was well known and respected through-
out the St. Pat’s community. He was a 
very funny, lighthearted person who 
would do anything for those around 
him. Not only was Nick a dedicated 
coach, but, most importantly, he was a 
loving son and grandson, an incredible 
mentor to his younger sister and broth-
ers, and a loving and devoted fiance. 
I’ve been told that Nick poured his 
heart into everything he did and al-
ways wanted to make sure that his 
friends and family were taken care of. 

A decorated marine receiving mul-
tiple citations and a role model in his 
community, Nickolas Daniels was, and 
will remain, a shining example of the 
best this country has to offer. 

We can never repay Nick or his fam-
ily for what they have given to this 
country, but his sacrifice will forever 
be remembered by those he fought to 
protect. 

As I thought about what to say 
today, I realized the inadequacy of 
words in any such effort. I was re-
minded that this feeling was shared by 
an American President who attempted 
to console a family that had lost five 
sons in battle during the Civil War, but 
he captured the essence of the loss as 
he wrote: 

‘‘I feel how weak and fruitless must 
be any word of mine which should at-
tempt to beguile you from the grief of 
a loss so overwhelming. But I cannot 
refrain from tendering you the consola-
tion that may be found in the thanks 
of the Republic they died to save. 
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