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crew cannot be working for more than
15 hours. The problem is this: 95 per-
cent of the military personnel going
into Afghanistan and some of these
other areas go in by subpart-S opera-
tors. They are exempt from the crew
rest. Right now, there is legislation
that is pending that would make them
fall under the crew rest requirements.

Military can take them in, but mili-
tary doesn’t have the capacity. That is
why 40 percent of all materiel and 95
percent of personnel are being brought
into these zones. As an example, if they
are going from the logical place, which
would be in Germany to go into Af-
ghanistan, they would carry it in, but
they would not be able to offload what-
ever cargo or personnel and then get
back and go to Stuttgart or whatever
location it is in Germany because that
would exceed crew rest.

On the other hand, they are pre-
cluded from having civilian aircraft
staying in places such as Afghanistan.
So there is no solution to it. We want
to address this. We are going to try to
do it. We feel this will not clear as it is
now. So I will not be offering it to-
night, but it is one I think is very sig-
nificant.

With that, I yield the floor.
AMENDMENTS NOS. 1094, 1095, 1096, AND 1101
WITHDRAWN

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I wonder
if while the Senator from Oklahoma is
here—we are trying to get a current
list of amendments. Is it his intent to
withdraw amendment No. 1101 on C-12
aircraft?

Mr. INHOFE. I don’t have that one
with me. I would rather wait until I get
the amendment. There is one other I
will want to have passed—several
amendments are on Guantanamo Bay
detention. This is on long-term, high-
value detainees. It is my intention to
offer that tomorrow.

I have currently four amendments
that I will withdraw at this time so we
can unclog some of this.

I ask unanimous consent to withdraw
amendments Nos. 1094, 1095, 1096 and
1101.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I thank
the Senator from Oklahoma for helping
us to get our list of amendments whit-
tled down to where we can hopefully
have a manageable group for tomor-
row. We are going to have a very busy
day tomorrow. We have a lot of amend-
ments to address and dispose of. It is
doable because we have had the co-
operation of Senators. It is our goal—
we must finish this by 6 o’clock.

Everybody has a right to a vote if
their amendment is germane. We hope
we will have a chance to debate all
these amendments as well as vote on
them. I believe we will be coming in at
9:30. That is the current plan, and we
will be back on the bill at 11. We have
to start off immediately. I hope we will
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vote on my amendment within a few
minutes after it is offered. There will
be some debate in opposition to my
amendment, I understand.

Hopefully, the Senators who oppose
it will be notified tonight that my
amendment is first up and we are going
to be prepared to debate this at 11
o’clock.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that when the Senate resumes
consideration of S. 1867, the Defense
authorization bill, tomorrow, Decem-
ber 1, 2011, the pending amendment be
the Levin amendment No. 1293, relative
to high-speed ferries.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. McCAIN. Reserving the right to
object, and I will not object, I thank
the chairman for the progress we have
made and also again point out that we
have some very serious issues that de-
serve debate and discussion. But when
cloture expires—the 30 hours—there
will be an automatic vote triggered at
that time. We look forward to working
with our colleagues to make sure they
have sufficient time to debate the
amendments.

It would be regrettable, as important
as some of these amendments are, that
we back up to the expiration of the clo-
ture time and that would trigger an
automatic vote. I am sure we will get
the cooperation of all our colleagues.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEVIN. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

RETIREMENT OF SYLVIA
GILLESPIE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want
to take a few moments to thank a re-
markable woman on my staff. Sylvia
Gillespie, in my Springfield office, is
retiring after 12 years. When you walk
into that office in Springfield, Sylvia is
the first person you see, and her smile
has made thousands of people feel wel-
come. Her heart is as warm as her
smile.

Sylvia is from the South Side of Chi-
cago. She likes to say, ‘“The same as
Michelle Obama.”” She went to Austin
0. Sexton Elementary School on South
Langley Avenue and grew up on the
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same streets where that infamous
street gang, the Blackstone Rangers,
made a lot of trouble. But she survived
that experience and went on to make a
life in the service of others.

When she looks back at her life, Syl-
via gets a little choked up and she
says, how did I go from being that lit-
tle girl from the ghetto to working for
a Senator. Well, the answer is very
simple. Sylvia Gillespie cares about
other people. She has helped countless
people during the 12 years she has
worked in my office. From helping peo-
ple get their passports so they wouldn’t
miss a family wedding in some foreign
country to speaking on behalf of con-
stituents who ran into trouble with
Federal agencies such as the Internal
Revenue Service, Sylvia has been such
a positive force in the lives of so many
people.

The work she is most proud of, and
the one thing she will talk to you
about, is what she has been working on
for the last 2 years—helping families in
Illinois stay in their homes. Sylvia has
helped dozens of families stay in their
homes during the mortgage crisis when
they thought they had lost everything
through foreclosure. She would sit on
conference calls with banks for hours
at a time, refusing to take no for an
answer. You don’t want to cross Sylvia
Gillespie when she is fighting for some-
one she believes in.

Ask her why and she explains:

I just felt like we just couldn’t lose one
more home. If I can prevent a family from
losing their home by being on the phone with
the bank for 3 hours, I would do it.

And she would do it. Sometimes she
would persevere long after the home-
owners had given up. In one particular
case, a hardworking mom with two
kids had done everything right.

She played by the bank’s rules, but
she was still only days away from
watching the home she loved be auc-
tioned off, and she was ready to give
up. But Sylvia wasn’t. Sylvia asked:

Have you ever seen a mustard seed? That’s
all you need: Faith the size of a mustard seed
to get through this.

That was Sylvia. And after a long
and grueling process, guess what. Syl-
via prevailed. The woman received her
loan modification. With Sylvia’s help,
that mother and her children will be
spending this holiday season right
where they want to be—in their own
home.

That mom is just one of the many I1-
linoisans who are going to join me in
being sad when Sylvia decides to retire.

When Sylvia is not working hard in
my office, she spends a lot of time at
the Abundant Faith Christian Church.
She loves that church. She has invited
me there on Sundays, and she really
gets into it. She is a woman of faith,
and she is a great singer. She throws
herself, heart and soul, into their serv-
ices. Every Sunday morning she and a
few others cook up a breakfast for the
community people who live near the
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