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repay and this is one way that we can show
our appreciation and admiration for their serv-
ice.

——————

ANNOUNCING RECIPIENTS OF THE
INAUGURAL CONGRESSIONAL
VETERAN COMMENDATION FOR
THE THIRD DISTRICT OF
TEXAS—ROBERT “BOB” KINNE

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2011

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
it is a privilege to announce before my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives the names of eleven distin-
guished military veterans and community serv-
ants who call the Third District of Texas home.
For their selfless service and dedication to
their neighbors and nation, the following indi-
viduals have been selected as recipients of
the inaugural Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation:

Robert “Bob” Kinne retired as a United
States Air Force Lieutenant Colonel in 1973
after 21 years of honorable service. A distin-
guished fighter pilot of exceptional skill, Kinne
flew numerous combat missions over Vietnam.

During one run in 1966, he was involved in
a midair collision over Hanoi. When several
surface to air missiles were launched at Kinne
and his wingman, the wingman lost sight of
Kinne’s F—4 and collided with him at 8,000
feet. The plane was heavily damaged, but
Kinne was able to recover after falling to about
2,000 feet. Against all odds, he made it back
to Da Nang Air Base safely. For these and
other missions Kinne has received three Dis-
tinguished Flying Crosses, eight Air Medals, a
Bronze Star, and two Meritorious Service
Medals.

Upon his retirement in 1973, Kinne joined
the business jet community working his way
up to head of aviation for the Associates First
Capital Corporation. He flew around the world
many times, and enjoyed transporting dig-
nitaries including President George H.W.
Bush.

Kinne now resides in McKinney, Texas. A
member of the Red River Valley Fighter Asso-
ciation, National Air and Space Society, and
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association, Kinne
contributes to our community by sharing his
love of aircraft and flying with the next genera-
tion. He also assists numerous Boy Scouts
with their badges, Eagle Scout projects, and
those with plans for future military service.

It is my pleasure to name Bob Kinne a re-
cipient of the inaugural Congressional Veteran
Commendation for the Third District of Texas.
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HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST AND
WORLD CITIZEN

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 2, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Mr. Eddie Charles
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Brown Jr., a consummate organizer, commu-
nity activist and civil rights advocate. Mr.
Eddie Brown Jr. began working in the areas of
human and civil rights in the 1960s. Often
working on behalf of others, Mr. Brown de-
voted his life to making a difference in society.

A native of Louisiana, Eddie Brown Jr. was
born on August 19, 1941, in New Orleans and
raised in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to Thelma
Warren and Eddie Charles Brown, Sr. He is
survived by his wife, Valinda, and three sons.

Mr. Brown’s historical efforts to fight seg-
regation and all forms of oppression as well as
to empower Black people started in 1960 as a
student at Louisiana’s Southern University. He
and 16 other classmates confronted the Uni-
versity and staged a sit-in to protest the preva-
lent racial segregation that existed in Lou-
isiana. After he and the others were arrested,
expelled and banned from enrolling in any uni-
versity in Louisiana, Eddie Brown’s life would
be defined by his fight for justice, equality and
human dignity on behalf of politically and
socio-economically oppressed communities.

The expulsion from Southern University led
Mr. Brown to Howard University in Wash-
ington, D.C. in 1961, where he landed on the
front line of the Civil Rights Movement. At
Howard University, Mr. Brown became a lead-
er and organizer for the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC). He fought to
win constitutional rights for Blacks and all
disenfranchised people.

Mr. Brown never held a job that was not di-
rectly concerned with human advancement.
Highly regarded in white political and philan-
thropic circles for a selfless incorruptibility, he
helped bridge the gap between both commu-
nities and was able to direct very significant fi-
nancial resources into poor black commu-
nities.

As a staffer at the Citizen’s Crusade Against
Poverty in Washington, D.C., in 1965, Mr.
Brown developed information networks among
community-based organizations to support
anti-poverty legislation. In 1967, he organized
efforts to improve the political and economic
conditions of Blacks in the Mississippi Delta as
the Executive Director and founder of the Mis-
sissippi  Action for Community Education
(MACE) and The Delta Foundation in Green-
ville, Mississippi. At MACE, he developed
community-based enterprises producing Fine
Vines blue jeans and establishing catfish
farms in the Delta. In 1974, Mr. Brown raised
funds and helped organize the Sixth Pan Afri-
can Congress held at the University of Tan-
zania with delegates representing 52 inde-
pendent states and/or liberation movements in
Africa, the Caribbean, and other people of Af-
rican descent.

As Executive Director of the New Orleans
Area Development Project in 1976, he orga-
nized advocacy groups to work for reform by
organizing communities to fight police brutality
and creating parent-teacher committees for
education reform. Mr. Brown went on to serve
as President and CEO of the Southern Agri-
culture Corporation in the 1980s where he
worked to organize and gain capital funding
for small Black southern farmers. In the 1990s
as Executive Director of the Voter Education
Project in Atlanta, he continued his tireless ef-
forts to register Blacks and poor people to
vote and to fight legislation restricting poor
and disenfranchised people of all color from
voting.

From the 1990s through 2006, Mr. Brown
shifted his focus to nations outside the United
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States. As a senior consultant to the National
Democratic Institute, Mr. Brown designed and
implemented civic and voter education pro-
grams to prepare for national elections in Ethi-
opia, Namibia, Zambia, Nigeria, and
Zimbabwe. As an international election ob-
server for The Jimmy Carter Center, Eddie
worked in Ghana, Zambia and The Dominican
Republic. As a human rights activist in cor-
porate board rooms, Eddie served on the
World Council of Churches and Emergency
Fund for Southern Africa raising funds for hu-
manitarian relief; at the Center for National
Security Studies monitoring American defense
policies and budgets; and with the American
Friends Service Committee, United States De-
partment of Agriculture Citizens Advisory
Committee Equal Opportunity and Atlanta
Council for International Cooperation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring the life and legacy of Mr.
Eddie Charles Brown Jr., a global citizen and
activist who found his lifework in the work that
he loved.

———

STATEMENT IN OPPOSITION TO
H.R. 3463, THE TERMINATE ELEC-
TION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION
AND PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
CAMPAIGN FUND ACT, H.R. 3010,
THE REGULATORY ACCOUNT-
ABILITY ACT AND H.R. 527, THE
REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY IM-
PROVEMENTS ACT
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, the current
House rule provides for consideration of three
separate pieces of legislation: H.R. 3463, the
Terminate Election Assistance Commission
and Presidential Election Campaign Fund Act,
H.R. 3010, the Regulatory Accountability Act
and H.R. 527, the Regulatory Flexibility Im-
provements Act. | oppose all three ill-con-
ceived bills, because they weaken our democ-
racy by giving powerful special interest influ-
ence at the expense of the public. We should
be focusing on legislation to create jobs today
and these bills do nothing to create jobs or im-
prove the sluggish economy.

The first bill, H.R. 3463, eliminates the Pres-
idential Election Campaign Fund, which was
established as part of landmark political re-
forms following the Watergate scandal. The
fund is critical in ensuring that wealthy donors
and corporations are not able to monopolize
the political process. Critics of the Presidential
Election Campaign Fund contend that it is out-
dated and fails to provide enough money for
candidates to run modern campaigns. | recog-
nize that the fund needs to be modernized,
but strongly oppose its elimination. Instead, |
introduced H.R. 414, the Presidential Funding
Act, with Rep. David Price to reform the presi-
dential public financing system and again
make it an attractive and viable option for can-
didates. Our bill would bring available funds
into line with the high cost of campaigns, en-
hance the role of small donors, adjust the pro-
gram to today’s front-loaded primary calendar,
and end the public financing of party conven-
tions. Presidential campaigns should not be
limited to candidates who can raise the most
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